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PSSA Prep - Writing preparation ~  Ongoing throughout the course, developing skills using Bloom's Taxonomy. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
 
  

Prompt writing 
Mechanics practice 
Prewriting activities  

Construct a five-part 
graphic organizer for 
five-paragraph essay. 
Identify thesis 
statement of a five-
paragraph essay. 
Create thesis 
statement of a five-
paragraph essay. 
Use three examples 
each with two 
supporting details 
when filling in 
graphic organizer.  

Prompt Writing 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

CC.1.4.8.A-
Informative/Explanatory 
~ Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information clearly. 
CC.1.4.8.E.2-Use 
sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.E.4-Establish 
and maintain a formal 
style.  

Journals ~  Ongoing throughout the course. 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What conclusions 
can I draw from 
writing? 
How does writing 
relate to the author?  

Biweekly journaling  Respond to a quote. 
Respond to a 
question. 
Respond to a 
scenario. 
Free write.  

Journaling 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

CC.1.4.8.E.2-Use 
sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.K.1-Use 
precise language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
CC.1.4.8.K.2-Use 



sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.K.3-Create 
tone and voice through 
precise language. 
CC.1.4.8.K.4-Establish 
and maintain a formal 
style.  

Nouns ~  Duration 2 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Nouns 
Singular and plural 
Collective Nouns 
Common and proper 
Concrete and abstract 
possessive  

Define the word 
noun.  
Locate nouns in 
sample sentences. 
Identify nouns in 
sample sentences. 

Categorize the 
different types of 
nouns. 
Compare plural and 
possessive nouns. 
Application of noun 
usage. 

  

Graphic organizers 
(1.nouns, 2.pronouns, 
and 3.adjectives) 
9/30/2013 
Noun quiz 
9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  

  Appositives  Define the term 
appositive. 
Apply appositive 
rules to sample 
sentences.  

        

Short Stories/ Non-Fiction Essays  
 



Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect the ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Short Story 
Author  

Define key 
characteristics of a 
short story. 
Discuss author's 
purpose using 
author's background.  

    Understanding 
fiction 
 
Interpretation and 
analysis of Fiction 
  

  

  Plot 
Resolution  

Complete a plot 
diagram. 

  

        

  Conflict  Identify and explain 
the internal and 
external conflicts for 
the main characters. 

  

        

  Inference  Apply inferences to 
literature.  

        

  Characters  Explain how the 
author uses details 
throughout the story 
to develop 
characters.  

        

  Setting  Gather information 
about the setting.  

        

  Point of View  Identify the point of 
view. Analyze how 
point of view impacts 
plot, characters, and 
conflict.  

        



  Theme  Identify the theme. 
Analyze the 
relationship between 
theme and 
characters.  

        

  Non-Fiction 
Compare/Contrast  

  Short Story Test 
9/30/2013  

      

  Vocabulary in 
Context  

Define new 
vocabulary words. 
Write using new 
vocabulary words.  

Short Story 
Vocabulary Quizzes 
9/30/2013  

      

Editing ~  Ongoing throughout course 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can I create 
correctly written 
sentences?  

Parts of Speech 
Punctuation 
Usage 
Sentence Structure  

Students will 
recognize the 
function of words in 
sentences. 
Students will spell 
common, frequently 
used words correctly. 
Students will 
punctuate correctly 
(period, exclamation 
point, question mark, 
commas, apostrophe, 
colon, semicolon, 
parentheses) 
Studnets will use 
complete sentences 
(simple, compound, 
complex, declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory, and 
imperative). 
Students will use 

Writing Assignments 
(editing) 9/30/2013 
Every Day Edits 
9/30/2013  

K-12  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  



nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, 
conjunctions, 
prepositions, and 
interjections, 
properly.  

PSSA/Literary Vocabulary ~  Ongoing throughout the course 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

Why is the meaning 
of words important?  

Reading Assessment 
Literary Glossary  

P. Demonstrate an 
increasing 
understanding of new 
vocabulary 
introduced in 
conversations, 
activities, stories or 
books  

Reading Assessment 
Gloassary 9/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
 
Writing 
 
Understanding 
Fiction and 
Nonfiction 
  

CC.1.2.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.   
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Pronouns ~  Duration-2 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into 
written and spoken 
formats?  

Pronouns 

Antecedent 

 
Personal 
Interrogative 
Relative 

Define the terms 
pronoun and 
antecedent. 
Explain the 
relationship between 
the two terms. 
Identify pronouns 
and antecedents in 
sample sentences. 

Pronoun Quiz 
10/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
 
Writing 
  

  



Indefinite 
Demonstrative 
Intensive 
Reflexive  

Compose sentences 
with pronouns and 
antecedents. 
Distinguish between 
the seven different 
types of pronouns. 
Recognize and label 
the different kinds 
of pronouns in 
sample sentences. 
Give examples of 
the different kinds 
of pronouns.  

Short story ~  Duration-10 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can be truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability 
to comprehend 
various genres of 
literature?  
 
What techniques do 
author's use to write 
an effective story? 
What skills and 
background 
knowledge are 
analyze literature?  

Tell-Tale Heart  Students will read 
short story.  
Use literary 
elements to 
comprehend story. 
Identify content 
specific vocabulary. 
Define specific 
vocabulary for 
better 
understanding. 
  

Comprehension 
assessment 
Vocabulary 
assessment 
10/31/2013  

  Understanding 
Nonfiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  



  Tears of Autumn  Students will read 
short story.  
Use literary 
elements to 
comprehend story. 
Identify content 
specific vocabulary. 
Define specific 
vocabulary for 
better 
understanding. 
  

    Understanding 
Nonfiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
  

  

Novel Study  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can be truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability 
to comprehend 
various genres of 
literature?  
 
What techniques do 
author's use to write 
an effective story? 
What skills and 
background 
knowledge are 
analyze literature?  

Literary 
elements:  characterization, 
mood, theme, dialogue, 
dialect, figurative 
language. 
Literary 
structure:  foreshadowing, 
flashback, text 
organization, point of 
view. 
Author's purpose  

Identify and provide 
examples of literary 
elements in the 
novel. 
Evaluate and 
critique literary 
structure of a novel. 

Recognize and 
interpret author's 
purpose in a novel. 

  

Character analysis 
10/31/2013 
Reading quizzes 
10/31/2013  

Holes by Louis 
Sachar 
Small Steps by 
Louis Sachar  

Understanding 
fiction 
 
Interpretation and 
analysis of Fiction 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  

 

N Verbs  
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Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Verbs 

 
Action Verbs 
Linking Verbs 
Verb Phrases 
Helping Verbs  

Define verbs 

 
Define the words 
action verb and 
linking verb 
 
Label action verbs 
and linking verbs in 
sample sentences 
Define verb phrase. 
 
 
Identify and label 
(double underline) 
the parts of a verb 
phrase. 
 
 
Write out 
contractions to help 
identify verb phrases. 
 
 
Recognize the words 
that will not be found 
in a verb phrase. 
(ex: not, never) 

Memorize the 
common helping 
verbs. 
 
Label the helping 

Verb Graphic 
Organizer 
11/30/2013 
Verb Quiz 
11/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  



verbs in verb phrases. 

  
Short Story continued  

 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What skills and 
background 
knowledge are 
needed to analyze 
literature?  

Rain, Rain, Go Away 
Flowers for 
Algernon  

Students will read 
short story.  
Use literary elements 
to comprehend story. 
Identify content 
specific vocabulary. 
Define specific 
vocabulary for better 
understanding. 
  

Comprehension 
assessment 
Vocabulary 
assessment 
11/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  

  Tell-Tale Heart  Students will read 
short story.  
Use literary elements 
to comprehend story. 
Identify content 
specific vocabulary. 
Define specific 
vocabulary for better 
understanding. 
  

Comprehension 
assessment 
Vocabulary 
assessment 
11/30/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
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Historical Fiction text ~  Johnny Tremain/River Between Us 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
How does literature 
relate to the reader?  

Fictional and/or non-
fictional text as a 
whole. 
Vocabulary 
Components of 
fictional and literary 
non-fiction. 
Inferences/drawing 
conclusions/making 
generalizations based 
on text. 
Cause and effect 
Figurative language 
in fiction and non-
fiction: focus on 
symbolism, idioms, 
and metaphors 
Main idea and 
relevant details 
within fiction and 
non-fiction 
Word recognition 
skills 
Point of view of the 
narrator in fictional 
and non-fictional 
text. 
Writing Workshop: 
Expository Writing-
Informative 
Writing Workshop: 
Comparison/Contrast 
p. 516 

R.8.A.1.5 Summarize 
the key details and 
events of a fictional 
text as a whole 
R.8.A.1.1 Identify 
and/or apply 
multiple-meaning 
words in text 
R.8.A.1.1 Define and 
apply how the 
meaning of words or 
phrases changes 
when context clues 
are given in 
explanatory 
sentences or through 
the use of examples 
within text 
R.8.1.1 Interpret, 
compare, describe, 
analyze, and evaluate 
character actions, 
motives, dialogue, 
emotions/feelings, 
traits and 
relationships among 
characters within 
fictional and non-
fictional text. 
R.8.B.1.1 Interpret, 
compare, describe, 
analyze, and evaluate 
the setting of fiction 

Text Comprehension 
12/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Nonfiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of 
Nonfiction 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  



Writing Workshop: 
Character Analysis p. 
602  

or literary nonfiction. 
R.8.B.1.1 Interpret, 
compare, describe, 
analyze, and evaluate 
elements of the plot 
(conflict, rising 
action, climax, and or 
resolution). 
R.8.A.1.3 Make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions based on 
information from 
text. Cite evidence 
from text to support 
generalizations. 
R.8.B.2.1 Identify, 
interpret, describe, 
and analyze 
examples of simile, 
metaphor, and 
idioms. 
R.8.A.1.4 Identify 
and/or explain states 
or implied main ideas 
and relevant 
supporting details 
from text. 
R.8,B.2.2 Identify, 
interpret and 
describe, and analyze 
point of view of the 
narrator as first 
person or third 
person point of view 
and evaluate the 
effectiveness of its 
use. 



Make connections 
with text including 
identifying 
similarities between 
story events or 
information and 
personal life 
experiences. 
Make predictions in 
text, including what 
will happen next and 
why. Also, identify 
what effect the 
prediction will have 
on the story or 
characters. 
Synthesize 
information from text 
by identifying 
important ideas, 
explaining why they 
are important, briefly 
summarizing 
portions of text, 
interpreting the 
author's intended 
message, or 
pinpointing any next 
steps.  

Direct and Indirect Objects  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 

Complements of 
Action Verbs  

Complete the 
skeleton notes on 
complements of 

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  



and spoken formats?  action verbs 

 

Memorize the pattern 
of a sentence 
containing a 
complement. 

  
How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Direct Objects  Complete the 
skeleton notes on 
direct objects. 
Memorize the 
questions direct 
objects answer and 
the pattern for a 
sentence containing a 
direct object. 

Label the subject, 
action, verb, and 
direct object in 
sample sentences. 

 
Write more 
descriptive sentences 
by adding direct 
objects.  

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Indirect Objects  Complete skeleton 
notes on indirect 
objects. 
Memorize the 
questions indirect 

Direct/ Indirect 
Objects Quiz 
12/31/2013  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  



objects answer and 
the pattern for a 
sentence containing 
an indirect object. 
Label the subject, 
action, verb, direct 
object, and indirect 
object in sample 
sentences. 
Write more 
descriptive sentences 
by adding indirect 
objects.  
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Literature Circles  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can be truth be 
found in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Students will use 
Before, During, and 
After reading 
strategies while 
reading their novels. 
Students will practice 
leading discussions, 
connecting with 
background of 
experience, 
identifying key 
vocabulary, locating 
key passages, and 
summarizing the text. 
Students will practice 
working 
cooperatively within 
a group of their 
peers. 
Students will take 

Students will apply 
strategies in reading. 
Students will predict, 
visualize, and 
summarize the novel. 
Students will be able 
to draw conclusions 
and support their 
opinions by citing 
text. 
  

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding and 
Analysis of Fiction 
and Nonfiction 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  



responsibility for 
analyzing the text.  

Demonstative Speech and Writing  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken 
formats?What makes 
a good presentation?  

Public Speaking 
 
Paragraph Structure 
 
 
Complete sentences 
 
MLA Format 
 
Writing Leads 
 
 
Writing Transitions 
  

Speaking in front of 
classmates 
 
Writing complete 
paragraphs that have 
topic sentences 
 
Writing without 
sentence fragments 
 
Formatting a paper 
with MLA structure. 
 
Compose a lead that 
is either a simile, 
metaphor, or 
anecdote. 
 
Compose transitions 
that logically move a 
reader through the 
paper.   
 
Writing without run-
on sentences 
  

1-2 minute speech 
for the class. 
1/31/2014 
How to 
demonstrative speech 
1/31/2014  

  Reading and 
Comprehension 
Skills 
Writing 
  

CC.1.5.8.G-Conventions 
of Standard English ~ 
Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English when 
speaking based on grade 
8 level and content.   
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Johnny Tremain/River Between Us ~  Independent Reading 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in fiction?  

Active reading 
strategies 

Define and 
demonstrate active 

discussion 2/28/2014 
Drawing and graphic 

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 

  



a 
r 
y 

 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective story?  

Author`s purpose 
Characterization 
elements of historical 
fiction 
Essential reading skills 
Author research 
Use of graphic 
organizers 
Understand, discuss, 
and appreciate a novel 
Vocabulary  

reading skills 
predicting, 
visualizing, 
connecting, question, 
clarify, evaluate 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
actively connecting 
personal experiences 
 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
drawing conclusions 
and analyzing 
author`s logic 
 
Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
integrating 
vocabulary and 
comprehension skills 
 
Demonstrate use of 
graphic organizers to 
comprehend and 
track events 
 
Development of 
higher-order thinking 
skills such as 
critically analyzing 
and interpreting 
reading selections 
 
Recognize how 
characters influence 
plot, other characters, 

organizers 2/28/2014 
Homework 
2/28/2014 
project 2/28/2014 
Quiz 2/28/2014 
Selection questions 
2/28/2014 
Reading 2/28/2014  

Understanding 
Nonfiction 
Understanding and 
Analysis of 
Nonfiction 
  



and theme 
 
*context clues, 
background 
knowledge, 
supporting 
evidence,determine 
purpose, 
inference/predictions, 
main idea summary, 
facts/opinions  

Black History/Oppression ~  Diary of Anne Frank/Daniel's Story 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How can truth be 
found in 
fiction?How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
comprehend various 
genres of 
literature?How does 
literature relate to the 
reader?  

Vocabulary 
Inferences/drawing 
conclusions, 
generalizations based 
on text. 
Figurative language in 
fiction and non-fiction. 
Genre of text. 
Text organization of 
non-fictional text. 
Word recognition 
skills 
Components of 
fictional and literary 
non-fiction. 
Details within fiction 
and non-fiction 
Point of view of the 
narrator in fictional 
and non-fictional text. 
Essential and non-
essential information 

R.8.A.2.6 Identify, 
describe, and analyze 
genre-specifically 
biography, 
autobiography, and 
instructional. 
R.8.B.3.3 Identify, 
interpret, and analyze 
text organization 
including sequence, 
question/answer, 
comparison/contrast, 
cause/effect or 
problem/solution. 
R.8.A.1.1 Define and 
apply how the 
meaning of words or 
phrases changes 
when context clues 
are given in 
explanatory 
sentences or through 

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Nonfiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of 
Nonfiction 
 
  

CC.1.3.8.J-Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use ~ 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression.  
CC.1.3.8.K-Range of 
Reading ~ Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently 
and proficiently.  



within or between 
texts. 
Auditory skills 
involving prior 
knowledge, 
interpretation and 
connections between 
texts. 
Writing Workshop: 
Narrative Writing-
Personal  

the use of examples 
within text 
R.8.1.1 Interpret, 
compare, describe, 
analyze, and evaluate 
character actions, 
motives, dialogue, 
emotions/feelings, 
traits and 
relationships among 
characters within 
fictional and non-
fictional text. 
R.8.A.1.4 Identify 
and/or explain states 
or implied main 
ideas and relevant 
supporting details 
from text. 
R.8,B.2.2 Identify, 
interpret and 
describe, and analyze 
point of view of the 
narrator as first 
person or third 
person point of view 
and evaluate the 
effectiveness of its 
use. 
R.8.B.1.1 Interpret, 
compare, describe, 
analyze, and evaluate 
elements of the plot 
(conflict, rising 
action, climax, and 
or resolution). 
R.8.B.3.2 Identify, 



interpret, describe, 
and analyze bias and 
propoganda 
techniques in non-
fictional text. 
R.8.A.1.1 Identify 
and apply a synonym 
or antonym of a word 
used in text. 
Listen and debate 
about comparison of 
selected pieces. 
Make connections 
with text including 
identifying 
similarities between 
story events or 
information and 
personal life 
experiences. 
Make predictions in 
text, including what 
will happen next and 
why. Also, identify 
what effect the 
prediction will have 
on the story or 
characters. 
Synthesize 
information from text 
by identifying 
important ideas, 
explaining why they 
are important, briefly 
summarizing 
portions of text, 
interpreting the 



author's intended 
message, or 
pinpointing any next 
steps.  

Adjectives and Adverbs  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Adjectives 
Articles 
Common and Proper 
Adjectives 
Demonstrative 
Adjectives  

Explain the function 
of the adjective in a 
sentence. 
List the four 
questions that 
adjectives answer. 
Find adjectives in 
sample sentences. 

 
Distinguish between 
the two kinds of 
articles. 
Create proper 
adjectives from 
proper nouns. 
Label adjectives and 
the words that 
adjectives modify in 
sentences. 
Compose original 
sentences using a 
variety of adjectives.  

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  

  Adverbs 
Verbs, Adjectives, and 
Adverbs  

Define adverb. 
Recite the questions 
that adverbs answer 

Recite the parts of 
speech that adverbs 

        



modify. 
 
Draw arrows from 
adverbs to the words 
that they modify 
insample sentences. 

 
Identify the possible 
placements of 
adjectives in a 
sentence. 
 
Write sentences that 
contain adverbs in a 
variety of locations. 
 
Label the adverbs 
and draw arrows to 
the words they 
modify.  

Persuasive Writing  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What writing 
techniques do 
authors employ to 
persuade their 
audience?  

Elements of a multi-
paragaph essay--
Introduction, Body, 
Conclusion 
Elements of a 
persuasive essay--
Introduction (position 
statement), Body 
(supporting 
arguements), 
Conclusion (summary 
or call to action) 

Define and identify 
elements of a multi-
paragraph essay 
Define and identify 
elements of a 
persuasive essay. 
Incorporate the 
elements of a 
persuasive essay 
when writing a 
persuasive speech 
Distinguish between 

      CC.1.4.8.G-
Opinion/Argumentative 
~ Write arguments to 
support claims. 
CC.1.4.8.K.1-Use 
precise language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
CC.1.4.8.K.2-Use 
sentences of varying 



Debatable 
topics/Propaganda/Bias 
Transitions 
Persuasive Speech 
Speaking Skills--eye 
contact, pronunciation, 
enunciation, pace, 
tone, volume, posture  

fact and opinion.  
Identify propaganda 
and bias in a writing 
Incorporate 
transitional 
expressions between 
paragraphs and new 
ideas. 
Prepare a persuasive 
speech, incorporating 
all elements of 
persuasive writing 
and present to the 
class. 
Implement 
appropriate speaking 
skills when giving a 
persuasive speech.  

lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.K.3-Create 
tone and voice through 
precise language. 
CC.1.4.8.K.4-Establish 
and maintain a formal 
style.  

 

M 
a 
r 
c 
h 

Poetry  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What makes writing 
worth reading? 
 
How can truth be 
expressed in fiction? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
literary elements 
affect one's ability to 
create literature? 
 
What techniques do 
authors use to write 
an effective poem?  

simile 
metaphor 
hyperbole 
personification 
rhyme 
rhyme scheme 
rhythm 
alliteration 
repetition 
lyric poetry 
narrative poetry 
concrete poem 
haiku 
cinquain 
limerick 

Students will 
recognize examples 
of each poetic device 
and technique. 
Students will find or 
create an original 
example of each 
poetic device or 
technique. 
*Students will make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions based on 
text of poems. 
Students will analyze 
poems for meaning, 

Unit Test 3/31/2014 
Poetry Analysis 
Paper 3/31/2014 
Timed Writing 
3/31/2014 
Poem Recitation 
3/31/2014 
Poet Presentation 
3/31/2014 
Original Poem 
3/31/2014  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Understanding 
Fiction 
Interpretation and 
Analysis of Fiction 
 
  

CC.1.4.8.A-
Informative/Explanatory 
~ Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information clearly. 
CC.1.4.8.E.2-Use 
sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.E.4-Establish 
and maintain a formal 
style. 



imagery 
couplet 
sonnet 
ballad  

poetic devices, and 
techniques. 
Students will 
research a poet's 
biographical 
information, 
influences, relevant 
literary works, and 
style. 
Students will write 
original poetry. 
Students will revise 
and edit a poem for 
publication. 
Students will write a 
multi-paragraph 
essay.  

CC.1.5.8.G-Conventions 
of Standard English ~ 
Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English when 
speaking based on grade 
8 level and content.   

Prepositions, Interjections, and Conjunctions  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Preposition 
Prepositional Phrase 
Object of the 
Preposition  

Review the terms 
preposition, 
prepositional phrase, 
and object of the 
preposition. 
Differentiate between 
adverbs and 
prepositions in 
sample sentences. 
 
Label the adverb and 
prepositions in 
sample sentences.  

    Comprehension and 
Reading Skills 
Writing 
  

  

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 

Interjection  Define interjection. 
Identify the 
punctuation marks 

        



grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

that follow an 
interjection. 
(Comma/ 
Exclamation Point)  

How do you 
incorporate the 
standard rules of 
grammar into written 
and spoken formats?  

Conjunction 
Coordinating 
Conjunctions (FAN 
BOYS): 
For 
And 
Nor 
 
But 
Or 
Yet 
So 
 
Correlative 
Conjunctions: 
 
ex. not only. . . but 
also  

Define the term 
conjunction. 
Memorize the seven 
coordinationg 
conjunctions using 
the acronym FAN 
BOYS. 

Explain the 
punctuation marks 
necessary when 
connecting two 
sentences with a 
coordinating 
conjunction. 

 
Name the five 
correlative 
conjunctions. 
 
Recognize the 
difference between 
coordinating 
conjunctions and 
correlative 
conjunctions. 
Label conjunctions as 
correlative or 
coordinating in 
sample sentences. 
Write sentences 

Parts of Speech Test 
3/31/2014  

      



using the different 
conjunctions 
correctly.  

 

A 
p 
r 
i 
l 

Autobiography ~  Duration-4 weeks 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
determine what 
information is 
important when 
researching?What is 
the best way to 
organize 
information?  

Timeline creation 
Personal biography 
writing 
Research family 
history 
Creative presentation 
of biography  

Student will develop 
accurate timeline of 
life events  

Family history 
4/30/2014  

  Writing 
  

CC.1.4.8.M-Narrative ~ 
Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined 
experiences or events. 
CC.1.4.8.Q.2-Use 
sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.Q.3-Create 
tone and voice through 
precise language.  

 

M 
a 
y 

Book Report ~  Parental permission of independent rdg novel 
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

What is the best way 
to organize 
information? 
 
How do I produce a 
finished product?  

Review of various 
genres and their 
usual qualities 
Reading for Pleasure 
Review - Deciding 
on a thesis, planning 
a paper  

Reading 
Identifying important 
aspects of the book 
which might lead to a 
thesis 
Collecting support  

Book Report 
5/31/2014  

  Comprehension and 
Reading Skills  
Writing 
 
 
 
  

CC.1.4.8.W-Credibility, 
Reliability, and Validity 
of Sources ~ Gather 
relevant information 
from multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation.   



Autobiography  
 

Essential Questions Content Skills Assessments Lessons Reporting Category Standards 

How do you 
determine what 
information is 
important when 
researching? 
 
What is the best way 
to organize 
information?  

Timeline creation 
Personal biography 
writing 
Research family 
history 
Creative presentation 
of biography  

Student will develop 
accurate timeline of 
life events  

Family history 
5/31/2014  

  Writing 
  

CC.1.4.8.M-Narrative ~ 
Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined 
experiences or events. 
CC.1.4.8.Q.2-Use 
sentences of varying 
lengths and 
complexities. 
CC.1.4.8.Q.3-Create 
tone and voice through 
precise language.  

 

 

 


