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Change To the  

Paw Print Press 
     Exciting new changes will be happening to the 

paper this summer. Starting May 25, 2019 there 

will be a new publisher/editor for the Paw Print 

Press, Gabby Massey.  

     Starting on that Saturday all emails and corre-

spondence should be directed to her using the 

email: ppp@itascaisd.net and phone number (254) 

687-2922 ext: 158.  

     To subscribe to the Paw Print Press send a 

check for $30 to Paw Print Press 123 N College, 

Itasca, TX., 76055, along with your correct mailing 

address.  

     Deadline for items to be printed is Monday 

12:00 p.m. Anything submitted after the deadline 

will be printed only if space allows. 254-687-2922 

ext. 158 or email us at smay@itascaisd.net. The 

publisher will respond confirming arrival of email.  

     We do not charge for ads, 

but we do accept donations 

for our scholarship fund. Let-

ters to the Editor are also 

printed. Due to the limited 

amount of space we must ask 

that you limit your letters to 

125 words and that they are 

not slanderous or malicious.  

Duchess of Cinco de Mayo 

Salome Chavez 
Reporter: Isabel Avila 

     Salome Chavez won 

the title of Duchess at 

the Cinco De Mayo fes-

tival on Saturday, May 

4. Chavez, a fourth 

grader is nine years old 

and has a birthday 

quickly approaching on 

July 11. She  is the 

daughter of Lourdes 

and Luis Chavez Jr.  

     She became interest-

ed in running for Duch-

ess when she heard she 

would have the oppor-

tunity to raise money 

for the Itasca Volunteer  

Fire Department. She 

raised $830 by selling cookies, salsa, hotdogs, hosting a par-

ty and organizing a garage sale.  

     What motivated her is the fact that her uncle works at 

the fire department and hearing about the wildfires that 

have been happening, which made her empathetic towards 

the hard work that firemen do. This is why she felt it was 

important to raise money for them so they could have the 

proper equipment to fight fires.  

     Chavez says she enjoys helping people and wants to con-

tinue to help people in the future. If she could, she would 

raise the money again and donate it to a children's home or 

a foundation that assists families who are unable to finan-

cially provide for their children. Her passion to help kids 

stems from her best friend who lives at the Presbyterian 

Children's Home in Files Valley.  

     In school, her favorite teacher is Mrs. Morris whom she’s 

known since the second grade and thinks the world of her. 

Her favorite subject is art and loves to draw in her free 

time, more specifically draw people. Along with drawing she 

also enjoys listening to Beethoven, all shades of the color 

blue and her four pets. 

    Chavez says that winning Duchess has made her very 

happy and in the future she plans to run for Queen.  

2019 Itasca Mowana  

For Sale 

     The 2019 school 

yearbooks have ar-

rived and are now on 

sale.  The books are 

$35.00 and can be 

purchased from the 

campus secretary or 

contact Pam Willman 

at pwill-

man@itascaisd.net. 



Churches of Itasca 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist   W. Spurgeon        687-2800 

Central Baptist Church         401 E. Monroe          687-2343 

Church of Christ                    303E Monroe            687-2774 

Community Church of Itasca                     

First Presbyterian Church    106 N. Lamar           687-2243 

First United Methodist           Main & King St.    687-2475 

House of Faith of Itasca         129 W. Main Street 

Loveview Baptist Church      FM 2959 East of I-35 

Second Baptist Church          120 W. Marrion        687-9134 

St. John Missionary Baptist  506 S. Weaver           687-2821 

3rd Day Worship Center        107 E. Adams     214 564-2185 

Itasca Nursing Home                              Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone Welcome            Monday Evening 6:00 p.m. 
 

Central Baptist Church 
401 E. Monroe St.       website - itascacbc.org 

Pastor: Matt Dugan  254-687-2343 
  

         

          Sunday School 10:00 a.m.                    Worship 11:00 a.m. 

          Wednesday Awana & Youth                            6:45 p.m. 

     Wednesday Adult Bible Study @ Diaz                 7:00 p.m. 
  

First United Methodist Church 
401 E. Main St, Itasca, TX     254-687-2650 

E-mail: itascaumc@att.net 

Re-Think Church 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.—Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor: Tom Wood 

 Ministers - Everyone 

Itasca Church of Christ 
303 E. Monroe     254-687-2774      254-687-2858 

God’s plan for saving man 

Hear the word of God . . .                     Romans 10:17 

Believe . . .                         Hebrews 11:6 

Repent . . .                                           Acts 17:30 

Confess                             Matt. 10:32 

Baptism . . .                   Acts 2:38 

Remain Faithful . . .                  Rev. 2:10 

Sunday 9:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.  

Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m. 

  

Second Missionary Baptist Church 

120 W. Marrion St. Itasca, TX., 76055 

Rev. George Demmerritte Jr. (Pastor) 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study 5:30 p.m. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
 

106 N. Lamar - 254-687-2243 

We’re on Facebook! 

Pastor: Diane Barnes 

 Sundays - 9:30-10:00 Fellowship in Barton Hall 

10 - 10:45 am  Sunday School  11 a.m. - Worship Service 

Bible Study – Sunday at 4 p.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday – 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 

“We are here to know God and to make God known.”  

Community Church of Itasca 
     

Community Church of Itasca invites you to join our ser-

vice and fellowship Sunday mornings. Services are held at 

109 N. Wall St., Itasca . We invite you to join our family 

and grow in Christ with us.  

Community Church Service                10:00 a.m. 

Potluck Lunch                                       11:00 a.m. 

House of Faith of Itasca 
 

Pastor: Philip Burch 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.                     

Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Everyone Welcome! 

Ministerial Alliance of Itasca 
     The Ministerial Alliance is a group of Itasca local 

pastors and leaders who desire to share the gospel and 

love of Jesus Christ in our community. We would be 

excited to have you join us! Please consider being a part 

at our next meeting. We meet every first Saturday at 10 

a.m. at Third Day.       

Itasca Zoning Committee Meeting  

2nd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m. 

Itasca City Council Meeting 

3rd Monday of Month 6:00 p.m. 

Itasca ISD School Board Meeting  

2nd Monday of Month 7:00 p.m. 

Third Day Worship Center 
Invites you to fellowship every Sunday @ 10:30 a.m. 

September 5, will start new time of prayer 6 p.m.-7 p.m. 

We start our new family night for the whole family. 

Starting new Bible study for the family. 

Wednesday is youth night at the youth center building. 

Come join us to learn more about what the Bible says. 

*Ministerial meetings are held at Third Day 

mailto:itascaumc@att.net


Did You Receive Your Water 

Bill In The Mail? 
Press Release 

     In Itasca, water bills are due on the 10th day of 

each month unless the 10th falls on a weekend or holi-

day. Then, it is due the next day that City Hall is 

open. After the 10th a $20 late fee is added to the orig-

inal bill.  

     If the bill and late fee are not paid before the 20th 

of the month, service will be disconnected on the 20th 

and it will cost the customer the original bill + $20 

late fee + $50 reconnect fee to have service restarted. 

The reconnect fee of $50 is charged during office 

hours (8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) but after 4:30 p.m., the 

reconnect fee is $100. 

     If for some reason, you do not receive your bill in 

the mail by the 3rd or 4th day of the month please call 

City Hall (254-687-2201) and ask how much the bill is 

for that month. 

     If you do receive your bill in the mail, be sure to 

bring it when you pay  your bill or detach the small 

part of the bill and include it in the envelope when 

you use the drop box. 

     Remember, whether you receive your bill in the 

mail or not, it is still your responsibility to pay it on 

time. 
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Obstructions/Protrusions of  

Public Streets and Sidewalks 
      

     City Ordinance #052305, Sec-

tion 17-10, which deals with plac-

ing play equipment away from 

public areas. The Ordinance 

reads: “It shall be unlawful for 

any property which obstructs the 

passage, interfere in the use, pro-

trudes or extend over any part of 

any public street or public side-

walk in the city.”  

     This ordinance specifically 

includes, but is not limited to, the 

construction, installation or posi-

tioning of basketball goals in-

cluding pole, backboard, rim and 

netting where the same obstructs, interferes, protrudes or 

extends over any public street or public sidewalk, or any 

part of a public street or public sidewalk, or where ordi-

nary use and enjoyment of basketball goals results in per-

sons obstructing or interfering with the use of public 

streets or public sidewalks. 

Itascans Reminded About 

Swimming Pool Placement, 

Construction Ordinance 
      

     An Itasca city ordinance requires a 6 foot fence 

with a lockable gate for any pool over 24” in depth. 

In January of 2004, the Itasca City Council adopted 

the Itasca Zoning Ordinance, which outlined the 

need for specific permits, such as the placement of 

pools and the requirements 

of the construction.  

     Pools cannot be placed 

in front or side yards, only 

in back yards with the 6’ 

fence. Both the beauty and 

safety of Itasca depends on 

the adherence to these or-

dinances and codes. 

Itasca Dog Regulations 
     All dogs must be registered with the City and have a 

current City tag. If a dog is picked up, the City can look 

up the owner by the tag number and notify the owner. 

Any dog picked up without a City tag is subject to be 

destroyed.    

     Todos los perros deben estar registrados en la ciudad 

y tienen una etiqueta actual ciudad. Si un perro se levan-

tó, la Ciudad puede buscar al dueño por el número de la 

etiqueta y comunicada a los propietarios. Cualquier pe-

rro recogido sin una etiqueta City está sujeta a ser des-

truido. 

2019 Spring Depot Schedule 

 May 18                        10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
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Public Notice 
     As required by federal mandate, Itasca ISD is seek-

ing to notify private nonprofit schools that have official 

nonprofit status (i.e., have a tax-exempt identification 

number) who are interested in consulting with the 

school district about possible services that are available 

through the following federal funds:  

Title I, Part A  

Title II, Part A (Teacher and Principal Training and 

Recruitment)  

Title II, Part D (Enhancing Education through Technol-

ogy) 

Title III (Language Instruction for Limited English 

Proficient and Immigrant Students) 

Title IV, Part A (Safe and Drug Free Schools and Com-

munities) 

Other federally funded special education programs un-

der the provisions of Individuals with Disabilities Act 

(IDEA)  

     If you possess the tax-exempt identification number, 

as well as, proof of home school or private school status 

and are interested, please contact Lisa Von Borstel, Spe-

cial Programs Director, 123 N. College St. Itasca, TX, 

76055. 

Itasca ISD Summer School  

Program/Programa De La Es-

cuelade De Verano De Itasca ISD 
     If your child is entering Kindergarten or First 

Grade in the fall of 2019, your child may be eligible to 

attend the ESL K-1 Summer School Program. 

     Summer School will begin June 3-June 28 and July 

8-11 from 8-2pm.   

Call 254-687-2922 for more information. 

     Si su hijo ingresa a Kinderg o primer grado en el 

otoño de 2019, su hijo puede ser elegible para asistir al 

Programa de Escuela de Verano ESL K-1. 

     La escuela de verano comenzará del 3 de junio al 28 

de junio y del 8 al 11 de julio de 8 a 2 pm.   

Llame al 254-687-2922 para más información. 

Notice of Meeting of Files  

Valley Cemetery Association 
      
     This is to notify all interested persons that there will 

be a called meeting of the plot owners of the Files Val-

ley Cemetery Association on June 9, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. 

at Itasca Community Center, 101 Main Street, Itasca, 

Texas. The purpose of the meeting is to decide whether 

to incorporate the Files Valley Cemetery Association 

and if a majority decide to incorporate, whether to con-

vey the cemetery lands to the Corporation and to elect 

a Board of Directors for the Corporation. 

Knowing Your Hummers and 

How To Attract Them 
     Hill County Master Gardener’s Community Pro-

gram will be Wednesday, May 8 at 11 a.m. at the Hill 

County Texas AgriLife Office located at 126 S. Coving-

ton Street in Hillsboro, Texas. This program is free to 

the public. 

      Speaker for the program is Jane Tillman. Jane Till-

man is an active member of the Travis Audubon Socie-

ty and a Capital Area Master naturalist. She is a past-

president of the Native Plant Society of Texas, Austin 

chapter. 

     Jane gardens for wildlife. Since 2003 Jane has been 

teaching people how to attract birds to their yards with 

native plants. She teaches beginning backyard birding 

classes, leads field trips and gives talks about Central 

Texas birds to groups like garden clubs, neighborhood 

associations, libraries, and Kiwanis. 

A Big Thank You! 

     The Itasca Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary 

would like the following for helping us with Cinco de 

Mayo this year. We had a great day and couldn't have 

done it without them:  

The Itasca Volunteer Fire Department 

The Itasca City Employees 

Contest Judges 

Les Alley 

Tipton International  

Judie McClure 

El Comida Food Truck 

James Boldin 

City of Grandview 

All the parade participants 

Republic 

HILCO 

Stop and Start 

Leach Trailers 

Citizens State Bank 

Lloyd Ford 

Chamber of Commerce 

All of our Sponors 

Hillsboro Karate 
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Senior Spotlight 

Eric Mozon Jr. 

Reporter: Brianna Bolden 

    Eric Tyree Mozon Jr., born 

on February 6, 2002, in Hills-

boro, Texas, is the intelligent 

and independent son of Eric 

Mozon Sr. and Teresa Howard. 

Mozon, age 17, is also the 

youngest sibling of brothers 

Shakeal (25) and Jacoby (27), 

and owner of a toy poodle 

named Buddy. Mozon has lived 

in Itasca his entire life and has 

been an Itasca Wampus Cat 

for only 12 years since he is an 

early graduate. 

    Mozon has managed to keep his life eventful with all of 

his extracurricular and entrepreneur lifestyle. In the 9th 

grade Mozon was a center fielder and second baseman for 

the baseball team. Mozon also played basketball (9-11), 

track (9-10), and was on the cross country team (9-

10).  Outside of school, Mozon owns a custom T-shirt busi-

ness, decorates events, and works with his mother’s business 

as well. Mozon never fails to do everything he does passion-

ately and selflessly. This is an attribute picked up from 

Mozon’s family members who he has claimed, “No matter 

the circumstances, we do for others.” After graduation, 

Mozon plans to finish his basics at McLennan Community 

College in Waco then transfer to the 

University of North Texas to major 

in Business Management. In addition 

to college, Mozon would like to at-

tend a program to attain a real estate 

license, undertaker license, and a 

barber license. Mozon would like to 

remind the underclassmen to, 

“Always believe in yourself, never let 

anyone else determine what you want to be in life.” 

    As an inspiration, role model, and muse to Mozon’s life-

style, he has had his cousin Jasmine Guy. “Jas is independ-

ent, successful, and selfless,” said Mozon. Mozon would also 

like to thank his mother for constantly pushing him to be-

come successful, “She taught me to never give up on my 

dreams. She taught me how to not rely on anyone and how 

to be a boss.” 

    In 10 years, Mozon sees himself “Owning multiple busi-

nesses and becoming more self efficient than ever.” Mozon 

plans to take care of all of his family members. Here is a 

closing quote that Mozon would like to leave for everyone, 

“I had to stop living for other people because when  I won, 

we won. When I lost, I had to take that L on my own. My 

wins were everyone's wins, and my losses were my own.” 

Senior Spotlight 

Elisa Elaine Persons 

Reporter: Isabel Avila 

     Elisa Elaine 

Persons is a beauti-

ful, talented and 

fun loving senior. 

She is the daughter 

to Diana and Jerry 

Persons, as well as 

an older sister to 

17 year old Jared 

Persons, and 12 

year old Emily 

Persons. In addi-

tion to her family 

she has two rabbits 

named Mika and 

Peanut.   

     Something interesting about her family is their 

effect on Elisa, she says they never fail to make 

her laugh and brighten her day. She was born on 

November 2, 2000 in Fort Myers, and started at-

tending Itasca High School two years ago after 

moving from Cleburne.  

     Someone Persons looks up to is her cousin Josh 

and this is because he has always been there for 

her when she needed it the most. You can catch 

Persons at her job at Wendy’s in Hillsboro, or 

driving around town in her 2012 Toyota Corolla.  

     Elisa enjoys lounging around but in the sum-

mer her favorite thing to do is swim. During the 

summer you may see her eating Cheetos while 

watching her favorite 

movie The Fault in Our 

Stars.  

     Persons says that she 

will be attending Hill 

College next year begin-

ning her studies to be-

come a nurse. Ten years 

from now she imagines 

herself as a nurse with a 

nice stable position at a clinic and hopefully trav-

eling the world.  

     Persons would like to add a big thank you to 

her mom for always being there for her, and kept 

her strong when things got rough. As well as was 

her rock through all her troubles.  
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Senior Spotlight 

Majd Amer 

Reporter: Justin Basye 

    Sixteen year old 

Majd Amer also 

known as MJ was 

born on July 20, 

2002 in Beirut, 

Lebanon. MJ is 

the son of Dareen 

and Namdouh 

Amer, and is the 

oldest sibling to 

Karen (9), and 

Rafi (12). MJ has 

attended the Itasca 

School district 

since the end of 

February of this year. After finishing school here 

he plans on going back to Lebanon, to attend The 

American University of Beirut where he will study 

biology. Once completing his degree in the field of 

biology, MJ plans on attending Johns Hopkins 

Medical School. MJ says that when he is at 

Johns  Hopkins he 

would like to pursue 

a career in plastic 

and reconstructive 

surgery. His advice 

for the underclass-

men is to 

“Concentrate on 

school; do not worry 

about anything else, 

but focusing on your 

life’s plans.” 

    MJ would like to thank his family and friends 

for “Always supporting me in my life’s decisions; 

without them I would not have become what I am 

today.” MJ would also like to thank his favorite 

teacher Mrs. Layden because “I have learned a lot 

about government and politics.” His favorite snack 

is the little bitty peanut butter and jelly uncrusta-

ble sandwiches. When he is in Lebanon and not 

doing his homework he is hanging out with his 

friends or at beach festivals. In ten years MJ sees 

himself graduating from med-school and starting 

his career. 

Senior Spotlight 

Annica Karjalainen 
Reporter: Heather Martin 

  Annica Maria Anniina Kar-

jalainen describes herself as a 

social, sarcastic and outgoing 

individual. She is the daugh-

ter of Marjut and Antti Kar-

jalainen and an older sister to 

Mikael who is only nine years 

old. Karjalainen was born on 

July 11 in the year of 2001 in 

Raahe, Finland.  Karjalainen 

is a foreign exchange student 

through the program Youth 

for Understanding (YFU), 

she came to the U.S. and was located to Itasca in August 

2018. In July she goes back to Finland where she will finish 

her education in junior college. After she finishes junior 

college she wants to come back to the U.S. and attend 

TSTC in Waco for the piloting program that is offered. 

    Karjalainen’s favorite teacher is Susie May, “She has an 

understanding of what it is like to be a young adult,” Kar-

jalainen said. Karjalainen looks up to her grandmother 

because she knows how to stand up for herself and does not 

care about what others think of her image. Karjalainen 

would like to thank her father for getting her this far in life 

without him she would not have been able to come to 

America. Her family is unique in the sense that they do not 

say “I love you,” 

“it is just a known 

emotion.” 

     When Kar-

jalainen is loung-

ing around her 

house you can 

catch her eating her favorite snack, salty licorice, while 

watching her favorite movie  P.S I Love You.  She has many 

pets, in Finland she has five horses; Suffeli, Patkis, Nina, 

Venus, Tonica and a dog, Doris who is a German Shep-

herd/Norwegian Elkhound mix. Here in the U.S. she has a 

dog named Lady, and three cats; Loki, Tiger and Talia.   

     In ten years from now she hopes to be living in the U.S. 

with a big house, a nice car and having a successful career 

as an airplane pilot or close to achieving her dream of be-

ing one. She would like to leave with this, “Be nice to every-

one but not too nice and come visit me in Finland.”  



Abandoned and/or Junked Vehicles 
     City Hall would like to inform the community concerning abandoned and junk vehicles, in the hopes that we 

can encourage citizens to abide by the Itasca City Code and keep Itasca beautiful. 

     Section 11-5 of the Code states, “It shall be unlawful for any person to leave or permit to remain upon public 

or private property (except as hereinafter provide) within the city any abandoned or junked vehicle or parts or 

portion thereof for any period of time in excess of ten (10) days.” 

     An abandoned vehicle is defined as: a motor vehicle that is inoperable and over eight (8) years old and is left; 

unattended on public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours, or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally 

on public property for  a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours, or a motor vehicle that has remained on pri-

vate property without the consent of the owner or person in control of the property for more than forty-eight (48) 

hours, or a motor vehicle left unattended on the rights-of-way of any designated county, state or federal highway 

within the city in excess of forty-eight (48) hours or in excess of twelve (12) hours on any turnpike constructed and 

maintained by the Texas Turnpike Authority. 

     A junked vehicle is any motor vehicle as defined in Section 1, which is inoperative and which does not have 

lawfully affixed thereto both an unexpired license plate or plates and a valid motor vehicle safety inspection cer-

tificate and which is wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled or discarded. 

     Abandoned or junked vehicles which are located in any place where they are visible from a public place or 

public right-of-way are detrimental to the safety and welfare of the general public, tending to reduce the value of 

public property, to invite vandalism, to create fire hazards, to constitute an unsightly nuisance, creating a hazard 

to the health and safety of minors, and are detrimental to the economic welfare of the state, by producing urban 

blight which is adverse to the maintenance and continuing development of the municipalities in the state and such 

vehicles are therefore declared to be a public nuisance. 

     Very few exceptions to this code are noted. One listed in Section 11-2 is: A vehicle or part thereof which is 

completely enclosed within a building in a lawful manner where it is not visible from the street or other public or 

private property. Placing a tarp over or building a fence around junk vehicles is not an acceptable remedy. Envi-

ronmental and health codes call for the proper disposal or storage of these vehicles. 

     We have listed just part of Chapter 11 Junked Vehicles from the Itasca Code of City Ordinances. We encour-

age violators to take care of any ordinance violations and thereby save themselves from the embarrassment and 

cost of a City Ordinance Violation Citation. If you have questions regarding any of the ordinances, you may con-

tact City Hall between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Page 7                                                         May 17, 2019                                  Paw Print Press 

Recent Deaths 
     Del Thomas Pittman, 65 of Hillsboro, Texas passed away Thursday, April 4, 2019 at Hill Regional Hospital sur-

rounded by family and friends. Del was born August 3, 1953 in Abilene, Texas to Thomas Clifton Pittman Jr. and 

Lyndell Stewart Pittman. 

     Both parents preceded him in death as did his brother Jon Walker.  

     Del taught History, ESL classes and Reading Improvement courses while coaching at numerous locations in-

cluding Ranger, Sanger, Moran, Itasca, Lorena and Whitney, Texas. 

     He coached track & field, basketball and JV football but his real passion was coaching baseball. He offered 

baseball skills training to a number of baseball prospects throughout his coaching career. Del also served as a 

baseball scout for the Kansas City Royals from 1989-1990 and the Milwaukee Brewers from 1991-1996. 

     He was a lifelong martial arts enthusiast who enjoyed Renaissance Festivals and The Scottish Festival & High-

land Games. Del also enjoyed the outdoors and would often meditate at the ranch which brought him a great deal 

of satisfaction. Del loved 1960’s “Garage Rock,” the Yardbirds and the Beach Boys as well as Celtic Music.  

     He was a 1971 graduate of Breckenridge High School and became a coach and teacher following the completion 

of his Bachelor’s Degree at Angelo State University. Del is survived by Patricia, his wife of 31 years and two 

daughters, Amanda Adair and Donna Pittman. He was a wonderful family man whose memory will be treasured 

by his family and close  friends.  

     A memorial service was held on April 7 at the Cornerstone Funeral Home Chapel with Pastor Shane Metcalf of 

Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Whitney, Texas serving as an officiant. 
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Do You Remember…?-“The Broom” 

Columnist Carl Sweeney; Reprinted from Issue #16, 2009 

    We have written about several items that were commonly used in the past, such as the 

churn, apron, handkerchief, and others. One of the devices used then and also now is the 

lowly broom. It formerly played a more important role then than now, mainly because 

we had more wooden and dirt floors. Now it is mostly carpet. 

   At first they simply used a bundle of weeds tied together. It was called “Beezum” 

spelled “Beson.” It wasn’t very efficient because it left tracks in the dirt, but didn’t re-

move it. Native grasses were also blended together after drying. In the late eighteenth 

century a Massachusetts farmer, Levi Dickinson, used a bundle of tasseled sorghum 

grass called broom corn to make a broom. Then the brooms were simply lashed together and they sometimes fell 

apart! One place where brooms were important was at the fireplace. Before stoves came along, cooking was done 

in the fireplace. The coals and dust had to be swept up to keep the cooking area clean. Sometimes when the chil-

dren created a distraction around the cooking area the mother would swat them with the broom. Quite often the 

broom came off the handle and went flying across the room, and that precipitated the old saying, “Flying off the 

handle” because of mother’s irritation. 

    Another use of the broom that many people might not know of was first used by enslaved African Americans 

when they married to one another in a civil ceremony referred to as “Jumping the Broom” in which the couple 

literally jumped over a broom to signify matrimony. Today they occasionally re-create the custom by jumping 

over a broom at a wedding. They use a specially made one with decorations. These brooms then become a center-

piece in the new home. 

    It is said that Benjamin Franklin planted the first broom corn in America with seed he obtained from Hungary. 

The plant is believed to have originated in Africa, a relative of Kafir and Sorghum. About the time Levi Dickin-

son made his brooms at the end of the 1700s the Amana, or “shakers” as they were usually called, were making 

brooms and many other household items and furniture. The colony people came from Germany to Ebeneezer, 

New York, and then on to the Midwest and Iowa in 1854. Besides making brooms and furniture, they made bas-

kets from willows they brought with them from Europe. They made all types of baskets for laundry, sewing, har-

vesting and many other uses. They also made baskets from split oak and coiled straw dough. The shakers prac-

ticed good craftsmanship in their products and many of them are prized collectors today. 

    In broom making, the shakers were the first to develop a vise to hold the straw in a flat shape to be sewn. Be-

fore then the brooms were round. There have been many “sayings” attached to the broom; among them was “a 

square peg in a round hole.” It was when they drilled holes in the pregged handles. They had no round pegs, and 

when square pegs were used, they had to fit or the peg came out. So if you don’t fit in you are “a square peg in a 

round hole.” 

   By about 1830 there were enough small broom shops in America to produce about sixty thousand brooms annu-

ally. It was then that we started exporting brooms to Canada, South America and europe, but not to England, 

they had an embargo against our brooms. Speaking of embargos reminds me of our situation today with brooms. 

It is not my intention to delve into politics, but when 1994 and NAFTA came along; brooms were permitted to 

come into the United States duty free. The remaining small factories could not compete with Mexican made 

brooms and the industry is almost gone. I find this to be true in many other of our industries; therefore I am not a 

proponent of NAFTA. I remember visiting Karnes County in the 1950s to discover that almost all of their crops 

were flax and broom corn. This was new to me as we were accustomed to cotton maize and corn in North Texas. 

They do not raise these crops in Karnes County now. As we know flax linen was used for clothes, tablecloths and 

napkins. 

    We do not have space to go into the many procedures that go into the treatment of broom corn and the making 

to brooms, it would likely be dull reading to most folks anyway. However I would like to mention a unique broom 

making venture. It is owned by Rob and Janet Schieger, located along the shore of Kootenay Lake, in Crawford 

Bay, British Columbia, in Canada. They make unique old style brooms with crooked handles selected from the 

woods; the tops are woven with a pattern. They make about 6500 brooms a year. The name of their company is 

North Woven Broom Co. their brooms have been used in Broadway productions, ballets, and Harry Potter pro-

motional the Smithsonian Institution used their brooms in a Nostalgic Exhibit. 

    There we have a partial story of an object that has been with us throughout the ages, the lowly broom. We used 

it to sweep away evil and misfortune. In marriage we held hands and jumper over it for good luck and fortune. 

An old English saying states: “Buy a broom in May and you’ll sweep your friend away.” And finally what would 

our mothers-in-law do for transportation if it were not for the broom. 



Grandview Dental 
Enhancing Smiles and Changing Lives 

 

Kandace R. Collins, D.D.S.                     P:817-866-2315 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry              F:817-866-2337 

800 East Criner St.  

Grandview, TX., 76050         www.grandviewdentist.com 

Hair Cuts-Etc. 
Walk-Ins only 

Open  

Tuesday- Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Hwy. 171                                                    Christina  

Osceola, TX.                                                  Hannah 

254-687-9848                                                   Leslie 

House Cleaning Services 
Houses & Apartments 

Deep Cleaning - Move Out Cleaning 

After Party One Time  

Monthly, Biweekly or Weekly  

Judith Contreras  

254-229-4275  
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Diaz Tex-Mex Restaurant  
     104 W. Main St Itasca, TX., 76055 

(254) 687-9987 

Monday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Tues - Sat 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.. 

**Party Room Available for rent   

Citizens State Bank 

Checking, Savings, CD - IRA 

Let us help you with all your 

banking needs. 

Itasca Branch 

P.O. Box 126 

201 E. Main Street 

Itasca, Texas, 76055 

Ph: 254-687-2305 

Fax: 254-687-2755 

www.citizensstatebanktx.com 

Leopard Lilly Designs 
10533 FM 916, Grandview, Texas, 76050 

940-390-6547     817-797-3968 

* Leopard Lilly is now able to sew patches on your 

letter jackets, motorcycle vests, hats and more! 

$6.50 per patch 

7 day turnaround time, mail service available  

Check out our Facebook page at:  

Leopard Lilly Designs 

KADDATZ AUCTIONEERING 

& FARM EQUIPMENT SALES 
 Appraisals, Liquidations & Hauling 

New & Used Parts, Tires and Rims. 

 

Hillsboro, TX   254-582-3000 

akaddatz@yahoo.com 

Order parts online 

kaddatzequipment.com  TSX #6676 

Mon-Wed 

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Thurs - Fri 

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 

CLOSED 

 

102 West Main 

Street, Itasca, TX 

76055 

(254) 687-5052 

Grocery, deli, and bakery with 

an old town feel. Stroll in, look 

around, and savor a made to 

order sandwich on fresh bread 

in our quaint dining area. 
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123 N. College  
Itasca, Texas 76055 

Tips For High School Seniors Headed To College 
 Work within a budget: Some of you are probably receiving grants, loans, or scholarship money. Use the mon-

ey wisely to cover all your tuition, room, board and books.  

 Stay within your meal plan: Understand the number of meals that you have per week.  

 Utilize a debit card: Control your spending with a debit card. It acts like a credit card but the money is with-

drawn from your bank account immediately.  

 Work study jobs: These jobs provide part time employment for students while in college if qualified for feder-

al aid. If you don’t qualify for aid, there are non-federal work study jobs available at the library, dining ser-

vices and other areas.  

 Buy bottled water in bulk and purchase a coffee maker: You will probably live off these two items.  

 Get on the Dean’s list and apply for every scholarship: Make it your goal to get on the dean’s list. Sometimes 

having a high GPA offers additional financial assistance.  

 Go to the career placement office: Do me one favor, go and register yourself at the career placement office. 

Studies have shown when students intern/coop during college, they are looked upon favorably more than their 

peers who did not.  

 Leave school with little or no debt: Do as much as you can now without having loans upon graduation.  

 

Source: https://newsmaven.io 


