
Argenta-Oreana Middle School  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 

PARENTS 

1.  Any information regarding absences, vacations, doctor’s appointments, bus passes, special 

arrangements for picking up students, etc, please call the middle school office, 795-2163.  All 

communication relating to these situations must be communicated with the office first.  All notes 

should be given to the office, not the teacher. 

 

2. What time does school begin and end?  
First hour begins at 8:10 a.m. and the school day ends at 3:04 p.m. Students should be dropped off at 

the High School Entrance.  Students should not be dropped off at school before 7:45 a.m.  After 

school, students may be picked up in the middle/high school parking lot. 

 

3. How do I let the school know if my child is ill and not able to attend school?  

When an unanticipated absence from school occurs, parents should call the middle school office 

between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. on the morning of the absence or leave a message at 217-795-2163. 

Calls made by students will not be accepted as appropriate. When you call in your child, please state 

your name and your relationship to the student; give the student’s name, and the reason for the 

absence. All three schools have automated phone systems that allow you to call in your student ill 

before 8:00 a.m. If your child is very ill the night before school and you know they will not attend the 

next day, please call them in and leave a message. 

 

4.  What are the guidelines for a pre-arranged absence? 

 A written request for assignments should be submitted one week prior to a planned absence 

(forms are available in the middle school office). 

 The student must be with his/her parent, grandparent, or guardian.  

 The student must obtain a permission slip from the building principal at the time of parent 

contact.  

 The permission slip must be signed by each of the student’s teachers indicating that the student 

has made arrangements for completing all necessary assignments missed while absent from 

classes.  

 The permission slip must be returned to the building principal prior to departure.  

 

5. If absent, how many days do I have to make up work? 

Middle school students will be given one school day for each excused day absence to make-up work. 

In essence, upon returning to school the student will have the same number of days that they were 

absent to make-up the work. A maximum of ten school days will be allowed for lengthy absences with 

all assignments due in class on the eleventh school day unless special circumstances warrant an 

extension with administrator approval. 

 

 



6. Where can I access a calendar for the school year? 

Our district community calendar including school holidays and early dismissals is available on our 

website www.argenta-oreana.org 

 

7. Where can I access a schedule of the extra curricular activities? 

Extra-curricular schedules can be found at http://il.8to18.com/a-o 

 

8. What do I do if my child is struggling in a particular class? 
We strive to maintain open lines of communication between home and school. We are also a “Chain 

of Command” school district. This means that we believe in communicating with those most likely to 

help address concerns or answer questions. If you are concerned about the progress of your child in a 

particular class, please call the school at (217) 795-2163, and ask to speak to your child’s teacher. You 

may also email the teacher using the email list that can be found at www.argenta-oreana.org under the 

Teacher Info tab.  

 

9. How can I monitor my students academic progress?  

Student grades and academic progress as well as additional announcements can be found at 

www.teacherease.com  You can get your account information from our District Technology 

Coordinator Mr. Tom Altig. He can be reached by phone at (217) 795-4821 or email at 

taltig@argenta-oreana.org 

 

10. What is academic late stay? 

If your child is not performing to his or her ability in any core class, an academic late stay may be 

recommended. During academic late stay, your child may get one-on-one help from the referring 

teacher after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 3:30 p.m. and then they may get additional help 

by the supervisor until 4:30 p.m. 

 

11. Who is eligible to ride the late stay bus? 

Students who stay after school for academic assistance, whether attending academic late stay or 

working with a teacher are eligible to ride the late stay bus.  Students are not to ride late stay buses for 

extracurricular practices or events. 

 

12. How do I sign up for academic late stay? 

Read and return the signed parent permission form and turn into the office. 

Student must sign up in the office by 1:00 p.m. on the day of late stay. 

 

13. What time will I get home from late stay? 

The Late Stay Bus leaves the school at 4:30 p.m.  Students will get off at their regular bus stop and 

arrive home between 4:45 -5:15 p.m. 

 

14. Does the school utilize social media to communicate information? 
Yes, all of our buildings utilize social media to communicate information to the general public. 

Middle School Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ArgentaOreanaMiddleSchool?re 
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15. Other than Athletics, what other extra-curricular activities and clubs are available? 

Kindness Club 

Scholastic Bowl 

Student Committee 

 

16. Do I get to choose any classes? 

You have a choice between: 

Band 6th, 7th, and 8th 

Chorus 6th, 7th, and 8th  

One semester of Music Appreciation and one semester of Art for 6th grade 

One semester of Computers and one semester of Art for 7th grade 

One semester of Consumer Economics and one semester of Art for 8th grade 

 

17. What if I have locker problems? 
You can ask for your locker number and combination in the Office. You can also access your locker 

and combination on our student data management website at www.teacherease.com If you have 

mechanical issues with your locker, you should notify a teacher or administrator and ask for assistance 

to get it repaired. 

 

18. How do I purchase breakfast and/or lunch? 
Students should bring meal money in an envelope to their first period teacher or to the middle school 

office.  It is recommended that students bring checks to school not cash.  If paying for more than one 

students’ meals, write the names and amounts in the check memo. Breakfast is $1.50 and lunch is 

$2.50. 

 

19. What do I do if I have a conflict with another student?  
It is always appropriate to talk to your teachers or an administrator regarding conflict or issues with 

other students.  

 

20. What should I do if my student is being bullied on the bus or at the bus stop? 

The school bus and the bus stop are considered an extension of school grounds. Any bullying, fighting 

or other incidents should be reported to the applicable school principal immediately. The principal 

will investigate the incident and determine what action should be taken to prevent future incidents. 

Disciplinary actions up to and including expulsion from district transportation CAN result from 

incidents occurring on the bus and at the bus stop. 

 

21. My student’s bus is late who do I call? 

Call the Transportation Office at 217-795-4417. 
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22. Do our School Buses have seatbelts? 

There are no seat belts on our school buses. School buses are the safest way to transport your children 

to and from school. The color and size of school buses make them easily visible and identifiable, their 

height provides good driver visibility and raises the bus passenger compartment above car impact 

height. 

 

School buses are carefully designed on a different transportation and protection model than the 

average passenger car. The children are protected like eggs in an egg carton – compartmentalized, and 

surrounded with padding and structural integrity to secure the entire container. The seat backs are 

raised and the shell is reinforced for protection against impact. 

 

There are other differences to consider between your car and your child’s school bus. In your car, you 

can supervise your child and ensure that your child’s belt remains properly secured. School buses use 

what is called “passive restraint,” meaning all a child must do to be protected is simply sit down in 

a seat. School buses also must be designed to be multi-purpose, fitting everything from a six year-old 

to an 18 year-old senior on the high school football team in full uniform. Sometimes it’s two to a seat, 

other times three. Because of this, emphasis is placed on protecting the entire valuable cargo.  

There has been much debate as to whether or not school buses should be required have seat belts, at 

this time seat belts are NOT required on school buses in the state of Illinois. 

 

23. What should I do if I believe a bus is driving unsafely? 

If you believe a bus has been driven in an unsafe manner, please contact A-O Transportation at 217-

795-4417 immediately. 

 

24. What should I do if I believe a bus driver has behaved inappropriately? 

Argenta-Oreana operates under a well-defined chain-of-command.  The best place to take a concern is 

to the person(s) most directly involved.  You are encouraged to call the bus driver; however, if the 

situation cannot be resolved at the lowest level or if you are uncomfortable taking your concern to the 

bus driver, you can take it to the next level in the chain-of-command by calling the Transportation 

Director, Mark Daley, at 217-795-4417.  If this does not resolve your concern, you can contact the 

district superintendent at 217-795-2313.  Finally, the last contact in the chain-of-command is the 

board of education. 

Meetings between parents and the transportation director can be arranged at the bus garage. 

NOTE:  It is illegal for a parent to board a bus to confront the driver about a concern.   

 


