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No Boundaries and No Limits
I get excited when I’m asked a question at Meijer, 
a ballgame, or in the hallway.  Steve, “what is a 
“BHAG?”  It’s a great question.  In 2013, in the 
Rocket City News, I explained this type of goal.  
It’s been six years, so I thought a good refresher 
might be in order.

A “BHAG” is a “Big Hairy Audacious Goal.”  It is 
clear and compelling, serves as unifying a focal 
point of effort, and acts as a clear catalyst for 
team and organizational direction and spirit. It has 
a clear finish line, so the organization can know 

when it has achieved the goal.  They are bigger, bolder and more powerful 
than regular long- and short-term goals. They typically take a 10- to 30-year 
commitment, but they are exciting, tangible and something everyone just “gets” 
without much further explanation.  To start the year, I’d like to focus on ours in 
the area of “Student Achievement.”  

To create our BHAG in student achievement, we focused on district and 
community core values in the areas of curriculum, instruction, and professional 
development.  The purpose of focusing time, energy and resources in this 
area is to leverage all students’ abilities to succeed in a rapidly changing 21st 
Century environment.  Our BHAG in this area is “NO boundaries, NO limits; 
Anytime, Anyplace, Any level learning.”  This causes us, appropriately, to 
question everything.  Why are all of our 6 and 7 year olds in first grade?  Is it 
because they all read, write, calculate, problem solve, etc., at the same level?  
Nope!  Traditionally, it’s because kids start Kindergarten at age five or six and 
then move together lock and step for the next twelve years.  It’s because that 
is how schools have always promoted students.  It’s not unlike a factory model 
where the whistle blows and people move, whether they are ready or not.  How 
schools have always done things in this area does NOT meet all kids’ needs.  If 
we truly believe that kids learn in different ways and at different rates, we need 
to invent a system that allows us to be flexible in scheduling and working with 
students.  Make no mistake; as we have seen, this transition isn’t going to be 

quick or easy.  Overcoming over 100 years of basically doing something the 
same way is going to be difficult and painful.  And… it’s worth doing.  Our kids 
deserve a place with “NO Boundaries and NO Limits.”

So, if you were asked, “How does the District go about meeting such a lofty 
goal?” we need to be able to respond in a way that is consistent across all 
levels and areas of our District.  Progress in this area, when it comes to 
instruction, needs six guiding principles that are all “intertwined.”  Every lesson 
or unit must have clear, compelling and aligned learning targets.  The learning 
targets and goals must be processed and taught with strategies that leverage 
deep and significant engagement from students.  Engagement in ones’ own 
learning is crucial to having depth of understanding.  These strategies must 
include effective questioning and processing opportunities for students.  These 
strategies also must be scaffolded over time with what we call “distributed 
practice with incremental development.”  This distributed practice leads us 
to spread the learning out over time (some research says that a new and 
challenging concept or skill must be practiced up to 28 times before it is fully 
learned to the application level).  Because kids learn in different ways and at 
different rates, the teaching and learning must be “differentiated” to meet all 
kids’ abilities and learning styles.  Finally, because relationships are at the core 
of all learning, the context of teaching and learning must be established using 
appropriate and positive relationships as a filter.

In Rocket City, we are committed to establishing lofty BHAG’s with a solid, 
research based plan to meet our goals to give every Rocket the tools needed 
to succeed in the classroom and beyond.  Here’s to a fantastic 2019-2020 
school year!  

     Go Rockets!

 
     Steve Edwards
     Superintendent of Schools
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REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS 
2019-2020 SCHOOL CALENDAR

August 26 New Teacher Orientation
August 27 Teacher Professional Development 
August 28 Teacher Professional Development 
September 3  First Day of School (Full D¬ay)
September 20 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD 
  for Staff 
October 11 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD 
  for Staff 
October 25 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD 
  for Staff 
November 1 5-12 AM Only  
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 1st Marking Period
November 6 5-12 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 7 5-12 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 22 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD 
  for Staff 
November 27 K-12 No School
November 28 & 29 K-12 No School – 
  Thanksgiving Holiday

December 6 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Records Day PM
  End of 1st Tri-Reporting
December 11 K-4 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 12 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 
  and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 20 K-12 AM Only (half day for staff)
December 23 K-12 No School – 
  Christmas Recess Begins
January 6 School Resumes
January 17 5-12 AM Only
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Marking Period
January 20 K-12 AM Only - 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  - Afternoon PD for Staff 
February 13 K-12 AM Only
February 14 K-12 No School – 
  Mid-Winter Break
February 17 K-12 No School – 
  Mid-Winter Break
March 6 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Tri-Reporting
March 11 K-4 Conferences, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
  (School is in Session)

March 12 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 
  and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 20 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for staff 
March 27 5-12 AM Only
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 3rd Marking Period
March 31 5-12 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
April 1 5-8 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
April 2 K-12 AM Only
April 3 K-12 No School
April 6-10 K-12 No School – Spring Break
April 13 School Resumes
May 22 K-12 AM Only
May 25 K-12 No School – Memorial Day
June 9 K-12 AM Only
  K-12 Records Day PM
June 10 K-12 AM Only
  K-12 Records Day PM
  Last day of School for all students

Welcome Back!

Dear Parents,

The staff of Central Elementary extends a warm 
welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  We are 
excited to make this year a positive experience, 
and one that maximizes the potential in all our 
learners.  To that aim, we’ve used the summer 

to grow and develop professionally, strengthen our systems relative 
to positive behavior and supports, improve curriculum, and adjust 
available resources to better meet the needs of our students.  This 
promises to be a school year that launches lifelong learning!  

We value the role you play in your child’s education, and recognize 
the impact that strong partnerships between school and home can 
have on student achievement.  We believe that your support and input 
is essential to our ongoing success.  In the ensuing months, please 
participate in engagement events, math and reading nights, and 
consider volunteering when needs are communicated.  We are all in 
this together for kids!  While it will remain a priority to involve and inform 
you throughout the year, please be aware of a few important upcoming 
dates:  

 Office Reopens   
 Monday, August 12  

 Welcome Back Letter and Student Placement Sent Out
 Thursday, August 22  

 Kindergarten Parent Orientation
 Tuesday, August 27, 5:15 p.m. 

 Open House (DK-4)
 Tuesday, August 27, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 First Day of School
 Tuesday, September 3 

I wish you a wonderful 2019-2020 school year and look forward to 
welcoming all of our students back to Central during the August 27th 
Open House. 

     Yours in Education,

     Cody Hamilton, Principal 
     Central Elementary 
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___________________________________________________

ROCKET CITY NEWS
Rocket City News is published three times per year by Reeths-Puffer Schools, 991 W. Giles Road, Muskegon, MI  49445.  
Reeths-Puffer accepts advertising to defray the cost of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its adver-
tisers.  Reeths-Puffer does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services.  Please contact Margie Bates 
with inquiries at (231) 719-3104, or email at  batesm@reeths-puffer.org.  Visit our website at  www.reeths-puffer.org. 

NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND PRIVACY
Parents of Reeths-Puffer school children are hereby notified that the school often publishes for public view the names and/or 
pictures of Reeths-Puffer students.  The purpose varies and may involve honor rolls, attendance lists, special awards, 
athletic rosters, etc.  If, for any reason, you do not wish your child’s name or picture to be published, please contact your 
school office immediately.  This notice is in compliance with the Rights and Privacy Act, P. L. 93.380. 

HELP SUPPORT YOUR 
ROCKET CITY NEWS

To become an advertising sponsor 
in future editions of the Rocket 
City News, call Mark Williamson 
at (231) 766-3038 or email 
mark@orshalrdproductions.com.

Do I smell toast?  If it was a Breakfast Club morning 
at Central Elementary, yes!  Breakfast Club was 
developed two years ago as a fun, relaxing way to 
start the day.  Once again this year, students and staff 
planned the meals within the guidelines of healthy 
eating:  no processed foods, low fat, low sugar, fresh 
fruit, and whole grains.  We eat family style with adults 
and students eating together.  Clean up is a group effort, 
with all pitching in!  The students are allowed to eat as 
much or as little as they like, but they are required to 
try a “courtesy bite!”   During an average breakfast, the 
students will eat more than two dozen eggs, two loaves 

of whole wheat bread, and several pounds of fresh fruit.  
When students were asked why they enjoy Breakfast 
Club, the responses sound like this, “The food is really 
good!” or “I like eating with my friends and the teachers.”   

This year, Breakfast Club was extended to several 
classrooms at Central Elementary.  Parent volunteers, 
YMCA staff, and Breakfast Club teachers cooked a 

healthy breakfast for several classrooms throughout 
the school year.  A big thank you to Miss Nauta, Mrs. 
Langlois, and Mrs. Birr for opening their classrooms!  
Breakfast Club was generously funded by the Muskegon 
YMCA and this year the Community Foundation for 
Muskegon County and the Youth Advisory Council.

Breakfast 
Club

As a culminating event to Green and Clean initiatives made throughout the 2018-2019 school 
year, many of our second grade students participated in the West Michigan Great Lakes 
Stewardship Initiative (WMGLSI) Youth Symposium at MCC on May 29.  The theme of our 
team’s presentation was pollination, and students highlighted the pollination garden that was 
planted at Central this year.  

Central has been partnering with WMGLSI for three years.  Every second grader at Central 
Elementary participates in at least one Meaningful Watershed Education Experience 
(MWEE), and many students participate in more than one throughout their elementary career.  
Teachers have put in a tremendous amount of work to integrate these valuable experiences 
into their classrooms.

Staff look forward to continuing this partnership during the 2019-2020 school year to build 
upon recent successes, further empowering students to serve as stewards of the environment 
and propel Central towards environmental and economic independence.

Youth Symposium
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Students Camp in 
Sleeping Bear Dunes

The multiage class from Central 
Elementary finished their school year 
with a capstone field trip to Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore in 
May.  Students were able to engage in 
field work with National Park rangers 
that directly aligned with their learning 
goals throughout the school year.  It 
was a memorable way to review topics 
from the school year and participate in 
quality outdoor learning.
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On May 21, RPEL held its third Annual Community Day.  Five community partners 

came to educate students about the Muskegon Watershed, bees and pollination, native 

butterflies, and native birds.  Each of the 640 students also got their hands dirty planting 

the Community garden.

RPEL Annual 
Community Day

Welcome Back

Students and Families,

Welcome back RPEL students and 
families.  Hopefully you have enjoyed 
an amazing summer in West Michigan!  
The staff and I look forward to another 
exciting year of learning at Reeths-Puffer 

Elementary School.  The upcoming year is full of opportunities 
for all of us to continue to learn and grow together.  I would like 
to encourage everyone to be involved in the education of your 
children - look for opportunities to engage with our school, we 
want you involved!

As we start the transition from summer fun and relaxation to 
the fast paced scheduled days of school, please savor the rest 
of your summer and make the best of your remaining days.  
Students, please continue to read every day - avoid the 
summer slide!

Our building and grounds look great and are ready for students.  
The school office will open on Thursday, August 15.  Student 
placement letters and Orientation information will be mailed out 
the week of August 19.

Student Orientation Nights:

 Kindergarten:
  Monday, August 26 
  Kindergarten Parents Only Orientation 
  6:00 to 7:00 p.m. report to your child’s classroom.

  Tuesday, August 27 – Kindergarten Parents and students 
  6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 First and Second Grades:
  Tuesday, August 27 – from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Third and Fourth Grades:
  Monday, August 26 – from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

School Pictures are on the same nights as your child’s 
Orientation in the multi-purpose room.   Order forms will be in 
the welcome back letter that will be mailed to individual homes 
in August.

Feel free to call me in my office at 744-4777 if you have 
questions or concerns.  The staff and I look forward to seeing 
all of you this fall and we are excited about another great school 
year at Reeths-Puffer Elementary School.

Sincerely,

Paul Klimsza

Principal, Reeths-Puffer Elementary School
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Service Learning Project
On May 17, Mrs. Boes’ third graders from RPEL volunteered their time at Fifth 

Reformed Church to participate in a Service Learning Project.  In the beginning of 

the year, for their Persuasive Writing Unit, they identified and discussed problems 

in our community.  In the spring, the EL modules (our Language Arts Curriculum) 

focus was Overcoming Learning Challenges.  Meshing the two together, they 

served those in the community who were facing the challenge of hunger.  Fifth 

Reformed Church provides a food truck to the community the third Friday of 

every month. The kids did a remarkable job unloading the truck, setting up the 

tables, taking turns handing out the items, and pulling loaded wagons and carts to 

recipient’s vehicles. They did a great job making a positive impact that day.

Welcome back, 

R-P TLE families!

The staff and I are excited to see our new 
and returning kiddos very soon.  Please see 
important dates and times below.

Wednesday, August 28:

 Developmental Kindergarten/Kindergarten Parent    
Orientation 
 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. – In your child’s classroom
 This is for parents only.  Children will be asked to join friends
 in Lighthouse Learning during this time.  Children will return 
 to meet their teacher and see their classrooms at 6:30.

 Kindergarten through Fourth Grade – Meet Your Teacher
 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Stop in and say hello to your new teacher
 and learning mates and hear a little about upcoming learning
 opportunities.

We are super excited to invite family members into our learning 
community to volunteer.  Please be sure to complete a background 
check form and we’ll take whatever time you have to offer!  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dawn Schmitt 
R-P Twin Lake Elementary Principal
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In May, Twin Lake Elementary students creatively 
expressed themselves with a canvas painting 
event.  With the facilitation of art teacher Robin 
Civis, summer beach scenes were painted using 
acrylic paints. Students K - 4 participated in the 
event along with family members.  Each pairing 
was encouraged to personalize their canvas 
compositions using choices of color, pattern, 
and compositional adjustments. The results were 
rewarding and fun and as individual as the artists 
themselves.

Twin Lake Elementary 
CREATE A CANVAS NIGHT
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When asked to support a good cause, 
our R-P TLE learning community 
doesn’t disappoint. Thanks to all who 
contributed to the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation and Team Mabel Monaweck 
– we raised $277!!  As if that wasn’t 
enough, our teaching team donated $5 
on Wednesdays to wear their workout 
gear - this helped raise even more for 
the cause.  Mabel is the daughter of 
Developmental Kindergarten teacher, 
Beth Monaweck and her husband Tom.  
Miss Anna, our lunch helper, was also 
born with Cystic Fibrosis and has been 
an inspiration to us all.

BE NICE FLAG MAKES 
ITS WAY AROUND 
OUR SCHOOL
When your class gets to display the BE NICE flag, it really means something at R-P 
TLE.  A class is chosen for being kind and caring in many different school settings. 
Once a class is chosen, they display the flag for a month and then get to choose, 
based on their observation and recommendation, the next BE NICE flag bearer.

Team Mabel 
Raises Money 

for a Good Cause
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On May 17, Twin Lake fourth graders visited Historic White Pine Village

 in Ludington.  The students and chaperones enjoyed a lovely day strolling 

through the grounds and historic exhibit buildings of this late 19th early 

20th Century pioneer village.  Students studied the authentic artifacts and 

archives in each building depicting the rich lumbering and 

agricultural history of the area.

Historic
White Pine 

Village

Life Change Church Helps 

Fund Picnic Tables for Outdoor 

Learning

Last year, Life Change Church made a significant 
donation to R-P TLE that would be used in support 
of learning.  Our teaching team wanted to expand 
the use of the garden area to enhance learning.  The 
donation allowed the purchase of five sturdy picnic 
tables from our R-P Theater Department.  Several 

high school students, who helped build sets for performances, 
built the tables.  Some lucky students were able to use the tables 
during the last few days of school.  We are super excited to put 
them to good use again this year! 
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Digging into Paleontology

Last year, it was decided District behavior norms would be “Respect. Pride. Integrity.”  

Since that time, all buildings have worked hard to implement these expectations 

and get students to understand and follow them.  At R-P TLE, kids earned a Rocket 

Slip if they displayed the “Rocket Way” at any time during the school day.  The adult 

who noticed the good behavior, shared a specific example of the reason the child 

earned the slip.  The child then brought the slip to the office where a weekly drawing 

took place.  Kids whose names were drawn, were recognized during the end of the 

week at Rocket Landing, in front of the whole school.  Their picture was taken and is 

posted for all to see.  Kids love this!  And, it’s fun to hear what was done to earn the 

slip!  We had hundreds of slips that were earned last school year and look forward to 

the good behaviors this year.  We are very proud of our R-P TLE leaners!

Students in Mrs. Kinstner’s second grade classroom, at 
Twin Lake Elementary, had fun digging into their studies 
in March.  They were learning all about fossilization 
and paleontology in their ELA curriculum.  A student’s 
parents donated money to the classroom in honor of 
their daughter’s birthday.  Mrs. Kinstner used those funds 
to purchase paleontology dig kits for her students.  She 
made paleontology journals for the students to record 
their findings.  She bought extra tools to use during 
the dig: small hammers, magnifying glasses, squirt 
bottles, and trays.  Thinking of safety, Mrs. Kinstner also 
bought protective glasses and masks for the kids to 

wear during this dusty process.  The students “became” 
paleontologists, chipping away at the clay “rock” and 
discovering dinosaur bones scattered throughout.  Their 
excitement was evident as they gathered fossils and tried 

to determine what type 
of dinosaur they were 
unearthing. Each student 
had a job to do and they 
rotated jobs every ten 
minutes so everyone got 
to experience each part of 
being a paleontologist.  In 
the end, they collaborated 
and used perseverance to 
put those fossils together 
to form a full dinosaur 
skeleton! 

Showing the “Rocket 
Way” Earns Rocket Slips

Top left: Madelynn Gordon, Kamren Nichols, and Christine Alexander collaborate to unearth their 
fossils. Above: Austin DeHaan proudly displays two fossils his team found in their dig site. Right: 
Katie Gerst chisels away at the rock.  Katie’s family donated the funds for her class to encounter this 
paleontology dig!
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Parent’s Engagement
in Reading and Math
R-P Twin Lake Elementary’s MEC 
tutors and Title One interventionists 
held a parent engagement event 
the last week of school.  This was 
a celebration of learning and an 
opportunity for teachers to share 
strategies parents could use at home 

over the summer.  The kids who were 
served by these programs worked with 
their parents and showed their learning 
and taught games.  Hats off to the families 
who were able to attend, to the teachers 
for making it happen and, to our amazing 
learners for their commitment and growth 
this school year.  Rocket Three!

Thank You R-P TLE 
Parents and Volunteers!

The staff and I want to thank all our parent volunteers for helping make 
our “First Friday Read Aloud” and any other teacher/classroom sponsored 
learning event a success in the 2018-2019 school year.  It’s important to 

be involved in your child’s education 
and these are excellent opportunities to 
show your support.  When you volunteer 
in your child’s classroom, you are able 

to learn more about the curriculum, and 
you have the opportunity to meet your 

child’s peers.  It’s also important for your 
child to see that you value what they are 
learning in school.  Please look for ways 

to help in your child’s classroom this 
coming school year.  We welcome and 

encourage your involvement in learning!  

Dawn Schmitt, 
R-P TLE Principal
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Boys Varsity Football
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(A) 08/22/19 10:00 AM vs West Ottawa HS Hope College

(A) 08/29/19 7:00 PM vs Grand Haven HS 

(H) 09/06/19 7:00 PM vs South Christian HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/13/19 7:00 PM vs Mona Shores HS Mona Shores HS

(A) 09/20/19 7:00 PM vs Jenison HS Jenison HS

(A) 09/27/19 7:00 PM vs Grand Rapids Union  Houseman Field

(H) 10/04/19 7:00 PM vs Greenville HS Homecoming Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 10/11/19 7:00 PM vs Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 10/18/19 7:00 PM vs Kenowa Hills HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 10/25/19 7:00 PM vs Muskegon  HS Reeths-Puffer HS

Girls Varsity Cross Country
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(A) 08/19/19 5:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Orchard View HS

  Orchard View Invitational

(A)  08/24/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents 

  Benzie Central Invitational

(A) 08/28/19 4:00 PM vs Grand Haven HS  Grand Haven HS

  Grand Haven Invitational

(A) 09/13/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Forest Akers East and   

  Michigan  State  Invitational West Golf Courses

(A) 09/18/19 4:30 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Rycenga Park

  Conference Jamboree 

(A) 09/21/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Gainey Athletic Complex

  Cougar  Falcon  Invitational

(A) 09/28/19 8:30 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Allendale HS

  Allendale Invitational

(A) 10/02/19 4:30 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Baldwin MS

  Conference Jamboree

(A) 10/11/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  

  GMAA @ North Muskegon

(A) 10/16/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Richmond Park

  Conference Champions

Boys Varsity Cross Country
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(A) 08/19/19 5:45 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Orchard View HS

  Orchard View Invitational

(A) 08/24/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  

  Benzie  Central  Invitational

(A) 08/28/19 4:00 PM vs Grand Haven HS  Grand Haven HS

  Grand Haven Invitational

(A) 09/13/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Forest Akers East and   

  Michigan  State  Invitational West Golf Courses

(A) 09/18/19 5:30 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Rycenga Park

  Conference Jamboree 

(A) 09/21/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents Gainey Athletic Complex

  Cougar-Falcon Invitational

(A) 09/28/19 8:30 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  Allendale HS

  Allendale    Invitational

(A) 10/02/19 5:30 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  Baldwin MS

  Jamboree @ Jenison

(A) 10/11/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  

  GMAA @ North Muskegon

(A) 10/16/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Richmond Park

  Conference Champions

Boys Varsity Soccer
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(H) 08/17/19 10:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Reeths-Puffer HS

  Lakeshore  Invitational

(H) 08/17/19 10:00 AM vs Ludington HS  Reeths-Puffer HS

  Lakeshore  Invitational

(H) 08/17/19 12:00 PM Lakeshore Invitational Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 08/17/19 12:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Reeths-Puffer HS

  Lakeshore  Invitational

(H) 08/19/19 6:30 PM vs W Michigan Christian HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 08/21/19 6:30 PM vs Grand Haven HS Grand Haven HS

(H) 08/26/19 6:30 PM vs North  Muskegon HS  Reeths-Puffer HS

  tentative

(A) 08/28/19 5:30 PM vs Grand Rapids Union Union HS

(H) 09/03/19 6:30 PM vs Mona Shores HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/05/19 6:30 PM vs Fruitport HS Fruitport HS

(H) 09/07/19 11:30 AM vs Muskegon   HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/10/19 6:30 PM vs Kenowa Hills HS Kenowa Hills HS

(A) 09/12/19 6:30 PM vs Jenison HS Jenison HS

(A) 09/14/19 6:45 PM vs Spring Lake HS  Spring Lake HS

  pending contract

(H) 09/19/19 6:30 PM vs Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/21/19 11:30 AM vs Mona Shores HS Mona Shores HS

(H) 09/24/19 6:30 PM vs Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/26/19 5:30 PM vs Muskegon  HS Nelson

(H) 10/01/19 6:30 PM vs Kenowa Hills HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 10/03/19 6:30 PM vs Jenison HS Reeths-Puffer HS

Sports Schedule continued on next page

REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS
2019-2020 FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
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Boys Varsity Tennis
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(H) 08/12/19 TBA 1st Practice  Date 

(A) 08/16/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Zeeland West

  Zeeland West Invitational

(A) 08/19/19 9:00 AM vs  Multiple  Opponents  Hamilton HS

  Hamilton  Quad

(H) 08/22/19 4:00 PM vs W Michigan Christian HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 08/26/19 4:30 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  Whitehall HS

  Tri W/ Whitehall

(A) 09/07/19 9:00 AM vs  Multiple  Opponents  West Ottawa HS

  West  Ottawa  Quad

(H) 09/11/19 4:30 PM vs Grand Rapids Union Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 09/16/19 4:00 PM vs North Muskegon HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/18/19 4:30 PM vs Mona Shores HS Mona Shores HS

(H) 09/23/19 4:30 PM vs Kenowa Hills HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 09/25/19 4:30 PM vs Jenison HS Jenison HS

(A) 09/28/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  W. Michigan Christian HS

  GMAA 

(H) 09/30/19 4:30 PM vs Fruitport HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 10/05/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents  Fruitport HS

  Conference Tournament

Girls Varsity Volleyball
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(H) 08/21/19 5:00 PM vs North Muskegon HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 08/24/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents Reeths-Puffer HS

  Rocket Invitational

(A) 08/30/19 TBA vs North Muskegon HS North Muskegon HS

(H) 09/05/19 5:00 PM vs Oakridge  HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(H) 09/10/19 6:30 PM vs Fruitport  HS Fruitport HS

(A) 09/12/19 6:30 PM vs Mona Shores HS Mona Shores HS

(A) 09/14/19 TBA vs          Multiple  Opponents  Caledonia HS

  Caledonia  Invitational

(A) 09/24/19 6:30 PM vs Muskegon  HS Muskegon HS

(A) 09/28/19 8:00 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  West Ottawa HS

   West  Ottawa  Invite

(H) 10/01/19 6:30 PM vs Kenowa Hills HS Reeths-Puffer HS

(A) 10/03/19 5:00 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  

  Double Dual

(A) 10/05/19 9:00 AM vs OPEN

  Warsaw Invitational

(A) 10/08/19 6:30 PM vs Jenison HS Jenison HS

(A) 10/12/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Mona Shores HS

  Mona Shores Invitational

(H) 10/15/19 5:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Reeths-Puffer HS

  Tri vs. Union and Mona Shores

(A) 10/19/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents Mona Shores HS

  GMAA Tournament

(A) 10/22/19 10:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  

  Double Dual   vs. Fruitport

(A) 10/26/19 10:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Jenison HS

  Double Dual W/ Jenison

(A) 10/30/19 6:00 PM vs North Muskegon  HS  North Muskegon HS

  tentative

Girls Varsity Golf
 DATE/TIME  OPPONENT  PLACE  
(H) 08/12/19 TBA 1st Practice Date

(A) 08/19/19 7:30 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Grand Traverse Resort

  Traverse    City  Central HS

(A)  08/20/19 7:30 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Grand Traverse Resort

  Traverse       City  Central  HS

(A) 08/22/19 8:30 PM vs Multiple Opponents  The Meadows

  Forest  Hills  Central  Invitational

(A) 08/26/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Stonegate Golf Club

  Mona Shores Invitational

(A) 08/28/19 4:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Muskegon Country Club

  Mona Shores  Jamboree

(H) 09/04/19 4:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Lincoln Golf Course

  Reeths-Puffer Jamboree

(A) 09/11/19 4:00 PM vs  Multiple  Opponents  The Meadows

  Jenison Jamboree

(H) 09/16/19 4:00 PM vs North Muskegon HS Lincoln Golf Course

(A) 09/18/19 4:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents  Gracewil Golf Course

  Kenowa Hills Jamboree

(A) 09/20/19 9:00 AM vs  Multiple  Opponents  The Links at Bowen Lake

  Greenville Invitational 

(A) 09/23/19 4:00 PM vs Multiple Opponents   

  Grand Rapids Union 

(A) 09/25/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Stonegate Golf Club

  GMAA @ Stonegate 

(A) 09/30/19 4:00 PM vs   Multiple  Opponents  Oak Ridge Golf Course

  Fruitport  Jamboree

(A) 10/02/19 9:00 AM vs Multiple Opponents  Macatawa Legends Golf 

Club

  Conference Finals 

(H) 10/03/19 9:00 AM vs  Multiple  Opponents  Lincoln Golf Course

  Rocket  Invitational

(A) 10/09/19 TBA vs Multiple Opponents 

  Regionals

(A) 04/24/20 TBA vs Multiple Opponents 

  State Finals

                      *All schedules subject to change.

2019-2020 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
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Hello Rocket City Families,
Across America today, children’s health, 
development, learning, and well-being have 
been seriously compromised by decades 
of changes that have dramatically altered 
childhood.  Key among these changes 
has been a significantly reduced amount 
of time spent outdoors, which is linked to a 
number of other detrimental trends.

Experience in the field and child 
development research alike are showing that all children need 
and benefit from more time outdoors; it is critical for their health, 

self-concept, and future school 
success.  The optimal learning 
and growing environment for 
young children is composed 
of a full integration of indoor 
and outdoor spaces.  The 
Pennsylvania Elementary campus 
is deepening our commitment 
to connecting children with 
nature and the outdoor world 
by becoming a certified Nature 
Explore Classroom!  As with many 
things in life, collaboration is key 
to success.  With the guidance of 
“The Nature Explore Classroom 
Certification Program,” we will 

enhance and add to the limited scope of activities available inside 
the classroom by providing more hands-on 
experiences, more physical activity, and 
deeper social-emotional growth through 
peer interaction.  We are confident that 
this will not only maximize the learning 
outcomes of our students but will add 
to the richness of their lives for years to 
come.  The Natural Explore Classroom 
national initiative recognizes schools that 
have made a commitment to providing 
outdoor classrooms and comprehensive 
programming to help children use the 
natural world as an integral part of learning.  It transforms children’s 
lives through research-based outdoor classroom design services, 
educator workshops and natural products. It’s going to be a growth-
filled year at Pennsylvania Elementary School.  Go Green! 

Warmly,
Jami Young and the R-P Penn Team

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  Again, there will be no increase to 
student meal prices.  Elementary/intermediate breakfast is $1.20 and lunch is 
$2.60.  Middle/high school breakfast is $1.45 and lunch is $2.95.  Reduced meal 
prices also remain the same, breakfast $0.30 and lunch $0.40.  Cold milk will 
be $0.40 for students with lunch 
from home or those wanting an 
extra milk.  Students who receive 
free/reduced meals and take a 
milk when bringing a lunch from 
home will be charged $0.40.  
We cannot participate in the 
free milk program because we 
offer breakfast and lunch to all 
students.

Deposits to your student’s 
account may be made in cash, 
by check or online at www.
SendMoneyToSchool.com.  If you 
provide your email address when 
you register your child for school, 
you will receive email notices 
when your student’s account is 
negative.  

All free/reduced meals applications must be renewed every year.  
Applications not renewed by October 14, 2019 will expire and your child/children 
will be required to pay full price for meals.  You may renew your application 
on paper or online.  Paper applications are available at all building offices and 
kitchens.  Completed applications may be mailed to Reeths-Puffer Schools, Food 
Service Dept.  991 W. Giles Rd. Muskegon, MI 49445 or return applications to 
school with your child.  Online applications can be completed at www.lunchapp.
com .

Breakfast is served at school.  Children who eat breakfast are more likely to 
behave better in class and show improvement academically.  School breakfast 
provides daily servings of whole grains, fruit and milk.  So, help your child start the 
day right with school breakfast.  

The middle school introduced a “grab–n-go” breakfast cart in April which is 
located in the commons area by the lockers.  Students can grab a breakfast and 
take it to their classroom.  Breakfast is still available in the cafeteria as well.  

Breakfast is available in all buildings:
High school 7:15-7:40
Middle school 7:15-7:35, Intermediate 7:20-7:40
Central, Twin Lake, RPEL 8:15-8:35

Please contact the food service office (231-744-1647 ex. 3715 or ex 3716) if you 
have any questions regarding school meals, free/reduced meal applications or 
deposits.

Food Service Update



      August 2019  n   www.reeths-puffer.org   n   Your Reeths-Puffer Schools Newsletter   n   15 

Reeths-Puffer students were treated to two 
incredible new opportunities to stay healthy and 
productive during their summer.  

Meet Up and Eat Up is a free summer lunch 
program, funded by a Summer Food Service 
Program grant from the Michigan Department 
of Education.  Lunch is served Monday through 
Friday at the Reeths-Puffer Elementary cafeteria.  
This service is available to anyone 18 and under, 
and to those with disabilities under age 26.   Lunch is served from 12:00 – 
1:00 p.m. through August 23, so bring your kids on over!  

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider.

Healthy Summers for Kids is a free 
program offered to kids entering first through 
sixth grades in the fall.  The goal of the 
program is for daily physical activity and 
weekly lessons in nutrition and wellness.  
Program Director Chris Carter is keeping 
things fresh and exciting every day!  Visiting 
program providers include high school athletic 
coaches, fine arts teachers, and our District 
wellness committee.  The YMCA brought 

their HOST curriculum to 
the program during July.  
Fridays are a favorite when 
we play in the water and 
everybody gets wet!  

Frequent comments from our participants are 
“I’m tired” and “This is so much fun!”  Such a 
great way to spend the summer!  

The demand for this program has been 
overwhelming.  With over 125 kids signed up 
by the start date in June, registration had to be 
closed.  We will be looking for ways to involve 
even more kids next summer!

Hello Rocket City!  My name is Tracey 

French and I am your new Director of 

Finance.  I have served in public education 

for almost nine years, most recently at 

Montague Area Public Schools.  My 

husband Jamel and I have two sons, 

Jamel Jr., age 23 and Kamron, age 7.  

Kamron will be entering third grade at 

Central Elementary and Jamel Jr. will 

begin working on his Master’s Degree at 

Adrian College in the fall.  I firmly believe 

that Reeths-Puffer Schools is the BEST 

school district, which is why we decided 

to move our family within the District boundaries three years ago and why I 

am elated to be given the opportunity to serve my fellow Rocket families and 

staff.  My passion about public education serving ALL students drives my 

desire to work hard and advocate for equity in education, especially in the 

area of funding.  Please feel free to contact me at frencht@reeths-puffer.org 

or 231-719-3110 as any questions or concerns may arise.  Go Rockets!

New Director of FinanceNew Summer 
Opportunities
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Hello 
Reeths-Puffer 
Families and 
Supporters
I am extremely excited to be here 
at Reeths-Puffer as the Director of 
Instruction and Learning!  I am stepping 
away from being the RPI principal where 
I led the building for the last six exciting 
years.  I had the opportunity to spend my 
entire childhood in Reeths-Puffer and 
now raising children in this community 
and working for the community has 
given me a huge appreciation for the 

opportunities we have for our kids.  I feel, living in the Reeths-Puffer community for 
36 years, will help me serve our students, staff and community well in this position.

As I transition into this role for Reeths-Puffer, you will see us work together to 
strengthen the programs and curriculum that are successful, such as:

 • College and career readiness planning 
 • Essential literacy instruction 
 • Developing mathematical thinking  
 • Developmentally appropriate programs
 • Focused teacher development
 • Community partnerships

I will also strive for authentic learning experiences for our students with:

 • Project Based Learning 
 • Viable and guaranteed curriculum for all our students
 • Community engagement
 • Expanding student voice in program offerings
 • Increased positive communications

I look forward to supporting and helping our staff at Reeths-Puffer create learning 
environments that maximizes each and every student’s potential, plan for 
engagement with our students and 
support a positive school culture as a 
community!

Go Rockets!

Nate Smith
Director of Instruction and Learning
smithnate@reeths-puffer.org
231-744-4736 Ext. 1120

What is Curriculum?
Curriculum is the intended outcomes and planned strategies for students to 
actively engage in learning.  It helps all of us know what our kids should be able 
to do as they grow up and the planned experiences for active learning.  It allows 

us to have conversations about how we improve 
and work together as a school, support our 
kids in their development and how we talk as a 
community about learning.  Our challenge will 
always be, as a community, to use our curriculum 
decisions to increase the planning of positive 
learning experiences for our kids that lead towards 
our desired outcomes.

Here are a few strategies that we have started as 
a community and will continue to take action on 
together.  This is just a small sampling of the many 
planned engagement strategies for us to talk 
about together.

Intended Outcome

1.  Each student at R-P will maximize their 
potential by building on their strengths.

2.  Each student will grow academically and 
socially with purposeful developmental 
instruction and programs.
3.  Each of our graduates are college and 

career ready, positioning themselves for a great life.
4.  Each student will demonstrate proficiency on the adopted state standards 

to ensure a high standard for all students regardless of the barriers.

Planned Strategies for Engagement in Learning

1.  We have adopted new EL reading curriculum, K-6, demonstrating our 
commitment to essential literacy practices.

2.  We provide reading support groups, K-12, finding ways to increase 
critical skills and curiosity with reading.

3.  We are implementing Project Based Learning (PBL) to focus our 
instruction on engaging our kids and community.

4.  We are implementing social, emotional, safe, fun and relational trust 
based learning environments for improved outcomes.

5.  We have math, literacy, science, behavior and PBL partnerships with 
Muskegon ISD to support our staff with increased engagement in 
learning and improved outcomes.

6.  We partner with Michigan Education Corps reading tutors in our 
elementary buildings for increasing critical literacy skills with reading.

7.  We implemented Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBIS) 
District-wide to define expectations and common language for our 
community.

8.  We seek community partnerships through grants, project planning and 
career ready initiatives to support learning.

9.  We plan extra-curricular and elective programs to foster life-long 
learning and curiosity.

10. We plan our K-12 standard alignment for development of skills over 
time.

11. We have adopted the Open Up math curriculum, 6-12, demonstrating 
our commitment to math thinking practices.

We are on the right track as a community and working together we will only 
get stronger.

C
u
r
r
ic

u
lu

m
Corner

Nate Smith

Director of Instruction 

and Learning
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Rocket City is “Taking Off”
Rocket City is “taking off” with Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS)!  This is a way to get students to know and gain a deeper 
understanding of what is expected. Everyone in the District has grabbed hold 
of Respect, Pride, and Integrity and it is paying off.  Students and staff in every 
building are modeling great behavior.

We look forward to continued growth in student behavior.  Looking ahead, we 
will continue to build consistency in how we teach expectations and how we 
respond to all behaviors in the classroom.  We know you will continue to talk to 
your students over the summer about Respect, Pride, and Integrity so they do 
not forget “The Rocket Way.”

Below we have some exciting data about student behavior District wide.  It is a 
great day to be a ROCKET!!

PBIS Successes 
and Moving Forward
We have a lot to be proud of with our progress teaching and learning the 
“Rocket Way” in our community.  It might be the banners at sporting events or 
knowing the language our community will use with our kids (Respect, Pride 
and Integrity) through their entire 13 years as Rockets.  It might be knowing 
that this type of system is used in colleges, medical systems, corporations and 
most international organizations.  Common expectations and language brings 
groups of people together.

It is amazing to think that it was two years ago that our community, staff, and 
students decided that “The Rocket Way” would be built around Respect, Pride 
and Integrity.   

We are also in a spot that we, as a community, need to remain steadfast on 
what we want for our kids and their potential.  We know that the words are just 
the beginning and, based on our data, 88.4% of our Rockets are doing this 
day to day!  

We move forward as a community by using the language with our kids around 
town or at events.  We ask questions of ourselves like, “How can I help a 
friend?”  “How can I get help, if my child is struggling with expectations in the 
classroom or at home?”  

How do we move forward?

1. Learn more about our 
partnerships with Health 
West, Department of Human 
Services, Mercy Health 
Partners, Systems of Care 
office and non-profits.  

2. By talking about the “Rocket 
Way” at sporting events and 
gatherings in the community.

3. Find groups, programs or clubs 
to have social interactions 
beyond the school day.  This 
could be a reading night at 
school, a youth camp put on by 
the fine arts or the community 
Meet and Eat that took place 
this summer.   

4. Invite others to school events 
and talk openly about our kids 
and “The Rocket Way.”

When 88.4% of kids becomes 
100%, we know that all our kids and 
community are engaging in “The 
Rocket Way.”

4.7%

6.9%

88.4%

0-1 Major Behaviors 88.4% 3,208

2-5 Major Behaviors 6.9% 251

6+ Major Behaviors 4.7% 169

Percent Total

Number of Students

(Total Enrollment: 3628)
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Welcome RPMS Students!

Each August, the countdown begins.  
We can’t wait to see how much our 8th 
grade students have grown over the 
summer and we look forward to getting 
to know about the amazing things the 
incoming 7th grade students will bring.  
We recognize that middle school is a time 
of huge growth and we love being part of 
that journey.  We have a wide variety of learners and recognize 
the wide variety of strengths they can each contribute. Our 
focus is always to create challenging learning experiences for 
all students because we know our brains grow when we are 
challenged just outside of our comfort zones.  We don’t grow 
when everything is easy. In addition to our focus on critical 
thinking, problem solving, and communication, we see the 
middle school years as an important part of each student’s 
development as leaders and citizens that demonstrate respect, 
pride, and integrity. Our mission is to use the year ahead of us, 
which is full of academic and extracurricular opportunities, to 
maximize the potential of every student.

The countdown has begun and we can’t wait to see you.  

To assist in the start of a great year together, below are some 

important events to place on your calendar:

Registration and Schedule Pick Up Information

Parents may begin pre-registering students on-line mid-
August.  An e-mail will be sent to parents with specific 
directions. The Middle School will have workstations available 
for parents at registration to access the on-line registration 
process.  Once the on-line portion is complete, during 
registration, students will receive their schedule, be able to 
walk their schedule, take their school photo, and find their 
locker. Complete your on-line registration in advance to make 
the process quicker. As in past years, you must have a parent 
PowerSchool account.  

Schedule Pick-up/Registration at the Middle School:

 August 21 - Noon to 3:00 p.m. OR 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
 August 22 - 8:00 a.m. to noon OR 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Anderson 
Jennifer Anderson

Peer Leadership Supports 
Positive Decision Making

At RPMS, our student leaders took 

a lot of time to research and prepare 

a presentation for their peers about 

vaping and decision making.  They 

gave students a lot of valuable 

information and time to process 

electronic cigarettes from an angle of 

addiction, health impacts, marketing 

influences, and peer pressure.  They 

researched, prepared, practiced, 

and took complete ownership of 

the presentations.  As a result, our 

students left with great information 

about the negative consequences 

along with strategies for maintaining 

healthy decisions.  Hearing this 

information from peers is invaluable.  

As this trend continues to reach teens 

across the country, please continue 

to add to the conversation with your 

student.  A great resource with tips 

from the surgeon general on how to 

approach the topic can be found by 

typing the following into your web-

browser:  surgeongeneralvaping



      August 2019  n   www.reeths-puffer.org   n   Your Reeths-Puffer Schools Newsletter   n   19 

Just a few days after the school year 
ended, 12 middle school students 
extended their learning by traveling 
to Europe for ten days. The group 
of students, teachers, and parents 
traveled to three different countries 
and two different continents. The 
students were able to experience 
several destinations in Spain, 
including the historic capital Madrid, 
and the stunning cities of Toledo, 
Seville, Córdoba, Málaga, and 
Benalmádena. In each destination, 
the students learned about the culture first hand, along with the history of the 

location. They saw a traditional Flamenco show 
and visited the world famous Prado Museum, 
along with viewing Christopher Colombus’ tomb 
and historic cathedrals and museums. The group 
was able to try traditional foods such as paella, 
gazpacho, and tapas, and use their Spanish 
to explore the destinations and negotiate in 
everyday interactions. 

After spending a week in Spain, the group also 
took a day trip to Morocco, a country in Northern 

Africa. Morocco is located just 
across the straits of Gibraltar from 
Spain. In Morocco, the students 
experienced a bit of culture shock 
as they explored the sights and 
smells of the Tetouan quarters 
and markets, and enjoyed a 
traditional Moroccan feast.  Finally, 
the students traveled to beautiful 
Lisbon, Portugal to round out their 
cultural learning experience. They 
spent two days touring the city and 

all its points of interest. They experienced a traditional Fado show and Portuguese 
dinner.  Most students were excited to meet a certain Disney celebrity who 
happened to be on the flight 
home as well. 

The middle school offers this 
travel experience every other 
year. This year’s incoming 
7th and 8th graders will be 
receiving information in the 
fall regarding the next trip in 
2021. If you would like more 
information, please contact 
Ms. Kotecki at the middle 

MIDDLE SCHOOL Open House
The RPMS Open House is about making connections. The evening is a chance 
for teachers to connect with parents, students to connect with teachers, and 
students to connect with parents as they share an inside 
view of the day.

The Open House is scheduled for Monday, September 9 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
Open House Agenda:
 6:30 to 7:00 - Welcome and Introduction in Gymnasium.
 7:00 to 8:00 - Rotate through hours 1-6 to meet your students’ teachers and  
 learn a little about the course and how to help your student succeed.

Pride In 
Leadership
As each year comes to an end, Pride Day is one 

of the ways we celebrate the amazing things 

about being a Rocket.  Part of what makes the day 

great is that our student leaders work and plan 

(and re-work and re-plan) the day with the goal 

of representing the entire student body. The day included a school-wide trivia 

contest, a slide show around R-P pride, campus clean-up, a color run, some 

grade level spirit competitions (7th grade won for the year), a talent show, a dance 

off, a basketball tournament, a 

photo booth, bracelet making, 

golf, volleyball, and so many 

other afternoon events that 

brought people together.  

We now have some new 

traditions we will incorporate 

and next year will be even 

better because of our student 

leaders.

AWESOME STUDY TRIP
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RPI Students have the opportunity to learn the calming practice of yoga. The 
benefits of this strength and flexibility training are long lasting and helps to promote

a healthy and positive lifestyle.  All ages are welcome to join on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at RPI!  See Mrs. Peel for more information (peelk@reeths-puffer.org). 

Endurance Adventure: Are you interested in learning about leadership and
teamwork?  Do you love the outdoors?  Join our Endurance Adventure program.

Students have the opportunity to learn how to kayak, mountain bike, luge and
much more!  See Mrs. Peel for more information (peelk@reeths-puffer.org).

Welcome Back,  Rockets,

It is with great enthusiasm and pride 

that I am writing to introduce myself 

as the next principal of Reeths-Puffer 

Intermediate.  As a Reeths-Puffer 

graduate, resident and parent, I 

cannot express how excited my 

family and I are to be an even more integral part of 

this already great community and lead the charge 

to provide your child with an amazing educational 

experience! 

While I’m sure all of you know this, our team 

of educators are some of the most passionate, 

dedicated, creative and solutions-oriented 

professionals out there!  It is an honor to serve 

alongside them to provide your student(s) with a highly 

productive, creative, safe and nurturing education that 

encourages their interests and supports them both 

socially and emotionally. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Open House is on 

Wednesday, August 28.  Pictures will be open 

format for both grades from 4:30-7:30.  The following 

schedule will help you plan your night:

5th Grade: 
o 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (open format)

o 5:15 p.m. to 5:35 p.m. -- Welcome from Mr. Panozzo  

  and Mrs. Whitaker (cafeteria)

6th Grade:
o 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (open format)

o 6:15 p.m. to 6:35 p.m. -- Welcome from Mr. Panozzo  

  and Mrs. Whitaker (cafeteria)

Lastly, I am planning to host monthly coffee and donuts 

with the principal, so stay tuned to the newsletter for 

those dates and opportunities to connect.  However, if 

you would like to connect at any point, you may always 

call, email or set up a meeting with me!  

Looking forward to meeting you and serving Reeths-

Puffer Intermediate for many years to come!

Sincerely,

Scott Panozzo 
231.744.9280

panozzos@reeths-puffer.org

Twitter: @scottpanozzo
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Mrs. Overway and Mrs. Marvin’s students set 
out to understand the water crisis that affects 
so many people around the world, specifically 
kids in Africa.  Throughout this project, 
students demonstrated skills in Mathematics, 
English Language Arts, Science, Social 
Studies and Visual Arts 

Through this “Long Walk to Water” project there 
were a couple of goals. One goal was to help 
students become more aware of the water crisis 
around the world and recognize that many kids 
their age sacrifice so much in order to meet their 
basic needs. The second and main goal was to guide students in being able to 
recognize the strength that dwells within people regardless of the circumstances they 
face. As humans, we have a tendency to focus on the negative parts of unfortunate 

situations, rather than recognizing the 
good or the strength that comes from 
working through the struggle. 

This project started with the book titled, 
A Long Walk to Water.  In the book, we 
followed a “lost boy” from Sudan fleeing 
from a war near his village and also 
a 10 year old girl who walks for water 
twice a day for her family.  Working 
through this project allowed kids to get 
a glimpse of the struggle that many face 
by having to walk for water.  We loaded 
up our own gallon jugs and walked to 
the Muskegon River (three miles there 
and back) to fill up and carry them 
back for three 
consecutive days.  

This was so eye opening for many kids.  It was hard work.  They 
began to find more gratitude for the things they had easy access 
to.  We used this experience to drive many conversations 
about what strength looks like and the many ways people can 
demonstrate their strength.

We analyzed our own water source locally and visited the Waste 
Water Treatment plant to get a better understanding of the 
processes necessary to make water clean and safe enough to 
be released back into the environment.  Next, we researched 
water charities both locally and globally to gain insight into their 
missional work, their support and level of human impact.  The 
students chose a charity based on their research that they 

wanted to support.  As a public product and 
the piece of this project that allowed our own 
students to have a great deal of human impact, 
they each created a piece of art that would be up 
for bid at an art auction.  Each piece of art was 
unique to the talents and interests of the student 
artist and each piece represented strength in 
some way.  The money raised from selling their 
art would go directly to the charity they chose to 
support. 

At the conclusion of the project a check for 
$884 was sent to Waves for Water; a global 

charity that focuses its efforts on getting clean water to everyone who needs it.  A 
check for $1,036 was sent to Water for South Sudan; a charity that delivers direct, 
transformative and sustainable quality-of-life service to the people of South Sudan 
by efficiently providing access to 
clean, safe water and improving 
hygiene and sanitation practices in 
areas of great need. 

One teacher stated: I love the 
way this project showed the 
students the level of impact they 
are capable of making.  We all 
took away a deeper sense of what 
strength looks like and perhaps 
better tools for recognizing it.  As 
a community of learners working 
through PBL, we are astounded at 
the level of engagement and long 
lasting impact this work fosters. 

Project Based Learning is
ALIVE and FLOURISHING at RPI!!

_________________________________ 

Rockets give back
Mrs. Peterman’s Rocket Time class 
researched philanthropic organizations 
and held a fundraiser to donate over 
$550 to their chosen organization. 
_________________________________
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The Reeths-Puffer High School Green Team, an extra-curricular 
group devoted to environmental awareness, has started a two-
year project to install a native garden and monarch waystation. 
Students learned how the monarch population is decreasing 
along with the pollinators, so they decided to build a native 
garden that will attract those types of species.  Ms. Westerhof, 
Mrs. Sweany, and the Green Team wrote a grant to earn $1,000 
toward the building of this project.  This money was made 
possible through the West Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative (WMGLSI).  In phase one, the group designed the 
garden, began digging the area, and planted the different 
flowers, grasses, and plants.  In phase two, they added bird 
houses, bee houses, and signage. The project was presented at 
the Youth Symposium, held at Muskegon Community College, 
on May 29 along with eleven other projects from schools in the 
West Michigan area. 

The Green Team is finishing their third year at the high school. 
Over the past three years, they have added composting, 
paper recycling, and plastic recycling (inside and outside at 
all the athletic venues) to the campus. They have also built 
and installed monofilament bins to keep fishing line out of the 
waterways, raised over $1,200 for the American Red Cross, and 
established status as a “green school.”  This year, the group has 
done enough work to elevate that status to reflect an “Emerald 
School.”  The Green Team cares about our campus, our district, 
and our community.

RPHS High School Registration Dates
In preparation for our first day of school in the fall (Tuesday, September 3), 

all students are expected to complete our online registration form which 

leads to a ticket making them eligible to receive their class schedule, locker 

assignment and their school I.D.  Eligible students may purchase a parking 

permit ($20.00) at the time of registration.  

Student registration dates and times are presented below.  
 • Seniors: Thursday, August 22 (8:00 – 11:00 and 12:00 – 3:00)

 • Juniors: Friday, August 23 (8:00 – 11:00)

 • Sophomores: Friday, August 23 (12:00 – 3:00)

 • Freshmen: Monday, August 26 (8:00 – 11:00 and 12:00 – 3:00)

Our on-campus registration is held in the high school LMC. 

Native Garden at the High School
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A Change to Backpack 

Use at RPHS

Grad Night Thank You!
The Grad Night Committee would like to thank the following sponsors for their donations 
over the course of the school year to support the grad night party at GVSU:

Cox Accounting & Tax Service, LLC, Park Meadows Mobile Home Community, Scholtz 
Dental, Anchor Insurance Group, Inc., Lefty & Romos’, Graphics House Imaging, 
Lee’s Famous Recipe, Holiday Inn Downtown, Family Video, Mr. B’s Pancake House, 
TriDonn Construction, Archer Plaza LLC, Kuerth’s Disposal & Recycling, Inc., Muskegon 
Northside Lions Charities, Inc. Blind Fund, Y-Knot Embroidery and Screen Printing, Glo 
Sun & Shades, Planet 3 Fitness, Colgate, North Muskegon Meijer, Lisa Nurenberg - Life 
Expressions Decor, The Hearthstone Bistro, Nolan Insurance Agency, Steve and Connie 
Bowne, North Muskegon Papa Murphy’s Pizza, Hometown Creamery, Steak ‘N Egger, 
Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore, Muskegon Community College, and Lakewinds 
Chiropractic Center.

The 2019-20 school year will see an adjustment to the use of 
backpacks at RPHS.  In recent years, the backpacks that students are 
using have become larger and heavier.  The adjustment away from the 
larger backpacks to “drawstring” backpacks will address three issues at 
the high school:

• Weight - The large backpacks can weigh over 40 lbs.  Carrying this 
amount of weight from class to class is not healthy for growing spines.
• Size - The large backpacks clutter the classrooms.  Students and 
teachers often find themselves stepping over backpacks which creates 
a potential safety concern.
• Non-Class Materials - Students are packing Sony PlayStations, 
Nintendo 3DS’s and other items that have no need in any classroom.
With every student being assigned a locker in the fall, students may use 
large backpacks to bring their books, notebooks and class materials in 
the morning to their locker.  If they choose to use a backpack to carry 
class materials, a drawstring backpack is the only acceptable pack 
allowed.  A photo of a drawstring backpack is provided.  This sample 
drawstring backpack can be purchased at Wynot Embroidery.  The 
average measurements of acceptable drawstring backpack is around 
14” x 18”.   To see other samples of “drawstring backpacks,” type into 
google images and you will see many!

Annual Notice of Personal Curriculums

This posting serves notice to all high school parents 
of the school’s obligation to develop a personal 
curriculum at a parent or guardian’s request.  
For more information, contact the high school 
counseling office at 744-1647 ext. 3202.
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***ECRWSS***
POSTAL CUSTOMER

New Web Site 
and District-Wide App 
Over the summer we worked hard to create a new, dynamic web 
site that allows us to better communicate with our community.  R-P 
now has an instant “Live Feed” that helps us share programs and 
information at the touch of a button.  We also have a News and 
Events area front and center for easy visibility.  Most information 
from the old site has been brought over to the new site (unless 
it was old news).  The beauty of this new web site it that it can 
be viewed using any mobile phone or tablet.  Communication 
regarding the new app will be emailed directly to parents and will 
be available on the new web site, reeths-puffer.org.

_____________________________________________
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