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Dear Circle Benton Elementary Family,  
 
I want to take this opportunity to welcome all of you back to the start of a new school year at 
Circle Benton Elementary.  I am looking forward to a new year here at CBE.  
 
We will have a few changes at CBE this year. To start, we will have a new teacher in third grade, 
Meghan Shave will be moving back to third grade a�er one year in Sixth. She will replace 
Stefanie Rock, who moved to Oklahoma. We will miss Mrs. Rock, but to have Mrs. Shave back 
in third grade will go a long way to ease her loss.  
 
Maria Ralston will be our new sixth grade teacher. Maria was a long term sub at CBE last year, 
filling in for Mrs. Lavelle’s maternity leave in the spring. Mrs. Ralston was very successful in 
working with the fi�h grade students, and will be a strong language arts teacher in sixth grade. 
Mrs. Ralston was a recent graduate from Friends University in December.  
 
Kandy Sullivan re�red in the spring, and we have yet to hire her replacement. We will interview 
for this posi�on in the summer. The new person will split �me as the lunch room secretary and 
assist Linda Bruce in the office. As of this le�er, we had also yet to hire a new evening 
custodian, two new paraprofessionals, a new aide, and a new aide for prekindergarten. 
 
Even a�er 27 years in educa�on, I am always excited to begin a new school year. I look forward 
to another year with this wonderful Circle Benton family. Remember, my door is always open, 
so feel free to call or stop in. Finally, I want to thank you for the opportunity to be a part of a 
great school, and work with such a strong staff, and wonderful students.  
 
Sincerely, 
Rob Leis, Principal 
Circle Benton Elementary 
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