
Teaching Expository 
Reading & Writing in 

Ways That Count 

The Workshop Approach 



Agenda for Today 

• Workshop Philosophy & Reader Response 

• Nuts and Bolts of Implementing a Workshop 

• How expository text fits into the framework 

• Specific Craft Lessons 



Do you agree or disagree? 

 Writing teachers must 
write. 

 Reading teachers must read. 



Write a belief statement about 
popularity 

Write a BRIEF paragraph commenting on this quote 

Children have more need of  
models than critics 



Time   Ownership   Response 

Nancie Atwell’s three criteria for a 
workshop approach 



Time 

Nobody sees a flower – really – it is so 
small it takes time – we haven’t time – 
and to see takes time, like to have a 
friend takes time. 

    Georgia O’Keeffe 



What consumes your time at 
home?  Why? 

Make a list of the three 
things that consume most of 
your time.  Tell them to your 
neighbor.  Tell why these are 
important to you. 

   



What consumes your time at 
school?  Why? 

Make a list of the three things 
that consume most of your 
time.  Tell them to your 
neighbor.  Tell why these are 
important to you. 

   



Tips for carving out time… 
1.  Prune 

2.  Consider Purpose 

3.   Consider Students 

   



Make time to think about 
space. You will need… 

A Meeting Place 

A Place for Materials and Tools 

Desks/Tables Arranged for Comfort 

   



What else is recommended? 
Writing scholars say at least 3 days 

a week: 
 35-45 minutes for writing 

 5-10 minutes for mini-lesson 

 10-20 minutes for sharing 
   



Consider these words… 

Time is the coin of your life.  It is the only 
coin you have, and only you can determine 
how it will be spent. Be careful lest you 
let other people spend it for you. 

       Carl Sandburg  



Ownership 

Teachers determine what gets 
taught. 

Students determine what gets 
learned. 



What would ownership look 
like in a workshop classroom?�

Choice 

  Pride 

    Growth 



What about the child who 
chooses poorly? 

Just as direct instruction is 
key when teaching 
classroom routines at the 
first of the year, we 
must also teach students 
how to choose. 

   



Writers’ & Readers’ Interests = 
Territories for Roaming 

What intrigues each 
student? 

What experiences does 
each student want to 
share? 

Which topics does each 
student want to explore?      
     

 (Fountas and Pinnell 2001) 



How do we discover where 
they “roam?”  Ask…and Tell 

What is one thing you want to do well this year? 

Why is that important to you? 

What is something you have done that you are 
proud of? 

What is your main goal for this school year?   



Remember.. 

   

Choice leads 
to voice. 



Response 
 Students 

respond to 
books, to 
events, to film, 
to art, to life… 



Theory of Reader Response 
Efferent Stance 

  Reading for the 
facts…the Sgt. 
Friday approach to 
reading…”Just the 
facts Ma’m.” 

Aesthetic Stance 

  Reading to savor 
images, 

   ideas,  
   feelings,  
   questions, 

connections… 



Perhaps our students’ written 
responses could be examined in the 
same way.  
  Do they simply write 

the facts? 

  First I… 
  Then I… 
  Now I will… 

  Or does their writing 
invite us to  

  savor images, 
     ideas,  
     feelings,  
     questions,   

 connections… 



What tools do we need to make our 
classrooms places where response 

thrives? 

In other words, are our kids 
writing because we assign it 

or because we inspire it? 



Responding to a prompt? 

Responding to a text? 



Responding to a prompt 

Fold your paper in half and respond to this prompt 

What are some important things teachers do? 



Responding to a text 

Fold your paper in half and respond to this text 

What are some important things teachers do? 

Taylor Mali 



What tools do need to make our 
classrooms places where response 

thrives? 
Rubrics? 

Mentor texts? 

Other? 



Before you begin… 
Learn the nuts and bolts 

Collect some great books 
 (mentor texts) 

Be flexible 



Maybe we are teaching more than 
writing. 

Consider these words by 
Mike Rose on his 

adolescence in inner 
city Los Angeles… 



Though it was occasionally 
violent…it wasn’t the violence in 
South L.A. that marked 
me….what finally affected me 
was more pervasive.  I cannot 
recall a young person who was 
crazy in love or lost in work or 
one old person who was 
passionate about a cause or idea. 



As Lucy Calkins tells us…perhaps 
our job is not to “lure young 
people to care about writing.  
It’s to lure them to care about 
something.” 



“Writers need intentions and purposes, so 
teachers, rather than assigning topics, 
teach strategies.”  

 (R. Bomer, A Time for Meaning, 1995). 



FRAMEWORK 
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 “When we teach writing, we first establish 
simple, predictable writing workshops 
and then move about the classroom 
extending what our students do. Our 
teaching is characterized not by the 
words we say, but by the ongoing 
structures and rituals that shape the 
writing workshop.” 
       -Lucy Calkins 

Calkins, L.M. (1994). The art of teaching writing. Portsmouth, NH:Heinemann. 
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Structure 
  Mini-lesson 

  Writing  

  Sharing 



  5-10 minutes 
  Types: 

  procedural 
  writers process 
  qualities of good writing (mentor texts) 
  editing skills 

Mini-lesson 



  Connection  
  Teaching 
  Active Engagement 
  Link 

Mini-lesson 



Ideas for a mini lesson Procedural 

  - Rules for writing workshop 
  - How to set up a writing notebook 
  - How to locate materials 
  - How to help yourself 
  - What to do when you think you're done 



- How to revise for meaning 
- How to add details 
- How to narrow a topic 
-How to eliminate unnecessary information 
- How to reread 
- How to organize your paper 

- 

Ideas for Mini-lessons 
Strategies 
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Skills/ Grammar�
- How to use closing punctuation 
- How to use commas in a series 
- How to use pronouns correctly 
- How to use quotation marks 

Ideas for Mini-lesson 
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Author's Craft �
- How to create a good lead 
- How to use figurative language 
- How to "show not tell" 
- How to create setting 
- How to use strong verbs  

Ideas for Mini-lesson 
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Anchor Charts 



Verb Collages 





Writing 

Independent 
Writing 

Peer 
Conference 

Teacher 
Conference 

Guided 
Writing 

20-45 minutes 



Writer’s Notebook 
  What goes in a writer’s notebook? 



MANAGEMENT 

27-3
0 



Management Tips to establish during the 
first weeks of school 
1.  Always work towards independence. 
2.  Don’t be afraid to use Workshop time to teach management. 

•  What to do when you’re done with an entry. 
•  My job/your job in a conference. 

3.  Make sure you’re building stamina. 
4.  Use mid-workshop interruptions to give students a break. 

•  Can be compliments that reflect independence. 
5.  Create word walls and portable spelling lists (for WW folders) to help students 

with their spelling. 
6.  Compliment Conferences 

•  Quick conferences that consist of 1-2 research questions, then give the student a 
“paragraph worth of speech” as a compliment.  Then, move on! 

7.  Teach-Only Conference 
•  Drop a teaching point to kids as you work the room. 

  Example:  “Oh, don’t forget to do _______________.” 

8.  Build-in time to move around the room to see what’s going on in-between 
conferences. 

Adapted from a presentation at T.C. by Jen Serravallo, 8/18/06. 







Workshop Status Board 



First 30 Days 
  Focus on procedural and writers process 

mini-lessons 
  Topic Generation 
  Prewriting Activities 
  Write WHILE your students write 
  Confer only after 2-3 weeks (Compliment 

and Teach Only) 

31-3
4 



What do I do while the kids are 
writing? 

The art of conferring and anecdotal note-taking 



Sharing 

5-10 minutes 
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There’s More Than One 
Way to Skin a Cat 
Classic Writer’s Workshop 

Vs. 
Reader Response 



Reading, Writing and Sharing Nonfiction:  
Teaching in the Real World 

          
        



A Variety of Reader Response 
1. Traditional Nonfiction Texts 

2. The “New Nonfiction” 

3.  Nonfiction Poetry  

4. Expository from fiction 



Lesson #1 
Grades 4, 7 &12 



First we considered words. 



We examined 
photographs 



Birmingham Children’s March 
1963 



We read excerpts and participated in 
Readers‘ Theater. 



We considered Dr. King’s words. 

“There are those who write history.  
There are those who make history.” 

  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



We wrote. 



We wrote 
 (without Gretchen Bernabei’s help). 



JORDAN (GRADE 4): 

“There are those who write 
history. There are those who 
make history” 

What that means to me is 
people like MLK made a book 
and made a difference. 



Luis (GRADE 7): 

“There are those who write 
history. There are those who 
make history” 

I think this is a great quote 
because many people make 
history come to life, Also I 
think it is great to me 
because it means som people 
make history and others 
write it. 



I looked for help… 



Then using wise Ms. 
Bernabei’s suggestions… 

  I tried again. 



 Read over your selected  quote. 

 Think about why you believe this 
quote to be true. 

 Can you recall a life experience 
where this quote held true?  



On one hand we wrote a 
selected quote. 

On the other hand we wrote 
about a life experience that 
led us to believe the words in 
the quote were true. 



Venancio (High School): 

There are those who write history.  There 
are those who make history 

My little brother has cancer. People 
always say how horrible it is to have 
cancer but they never do anything.  
However the people that do are the 
doctors and a few organizations.  These 
organizations… 



S.(High School): 

“Our lives begin to end the day we 
become silent about things that 
matter.” 

Not always does this mean, when we stay 
silent and not stand up.  It can also mean 
when something that happened to you and 
you don’t tell noone. I’m 17 years and I’m 
pregnant.  I’m afraid to speak up and tell 
my parents. I know that I need to so  



 that I can get Medicare help but I’m 
just to afraid. Every day that I look 
into my parents eyes knowing that I’m 
hiding kills me inside.  It’s true when 
you stay silent about something 
important your dying inside of guilt, 
shame or the fact that you didn’t do 
anything. 



For example 

  Children have more  
  need of models  
              than critics. 
    



You try it… 

  Trace around your hands or make a T 
chart. 

  On 1 hand or side, write the quote.  
On the other, note a life experience 
that led you to believe in this truth. 



        
 “Children have more need of models 
than critics.”     

French Proverb 



 At Wells Branch Elementary School… 

 We read 
 We considered the  
   power of words 
 We talked 
 We wrote in response 
   around the topic of civil rights 



At Hopewell Middle School and Crocket 
High School, we did the same.… 



Would this work in your class? 



“My task, which I am trying 
to achieve is, by the 
power of the written 
word, to make you hear, to 
make you feel--it is, 
before all, to make you 
see.”  
  ― Joseph Conrad 



Lesson #2 
Grade 5 



We began by discussing & 
sharing information. 



What is “new nonfiction?”  
NEW 
  Defines the 

“struggle of 
research.” 

  Says we might not 
know the answers. 

  Takes the reader on 
the researcher’s 
journey. 

TRADITIONAL 
  Silent about 

researcher’s 
efforts. 

  States the facts.   

  Author has the 
answers.  Reader 
consumes 
information. 



What is a kakapo? 
“The world's largest, fattest and 
least-able-to-fly parrot.”      D. Adams 



What is extinction? 



We 
gathered 
information 
about 
Kakapo 
scientists 
and 
researchers. 



We summarized with charts. 



And presented our information. 



And composed a group essay… 



And as we left… 

Where 
can I get 
more of 
these 
kind of 
books? 



Would this work in your classroom? 



Lesson #3 
Nonfiction Poetry 
Grade 3 



Science Saturday With Joyce Sidman 

She asked us to write using this 
frame: 

A description. 

A question 

A wish. 



Snickers 

Quirky, Demanding, Lovable 

I wonder why you like this spot 

Are you waiting for a song? 

Wishing you many sleepy sonatas 



What is poetry? 
Third graders said… 

 Poetry can rhyme. 
 Poetry can be a story. 
 Poetry can be a song. 
 Poetry can describe. 



We compared their words to 
words in the dictionary. 

In poetry,  
 words might rhyme 

 words convey ideas, emotions, 
 experiences 

 words might be chosen for the 
 way they sound 

 the format is different from 
 a story. 



We considered one poem… 



And what we learned. 



  The Tortoise   
  I wear a helmet  
  On my back. 
  It’s hard 
  And guards 
  Me from attack… 

  The Newt 
  Orange nose. 
  Orange toes… 
  Orange you cute 
  In your bright orange suit. 



Including my favorite… 
The Crocodile and Alligator 

 The Crocodile’s smile is wide. 

 Enough to stuff a pig inside. 

 But did you know that alligators 

 Sometimes swallow second graders? 



We researched one new animal 
together. 



We 
listed all 
we 
learned. 



And tried our hand at our own 
poem (together). 

The Great Horned Owl 
I am silent. 
I am soft. 
People wonder why I 
have big ears 
And how far I might 
hear. 

But I fly silently  
and cannot be heard. 



We researched other animals. 



Like snails. 



The Porcupine 



And Bats 



We wrote poetry with friends. 

Jaden and Dominique wrote 
about the Orb Spider. 

I make spiral webs. 
I can make different kinds 
of threads… 



We wrote alone. Bats 

I fly with my 
hands. 
My wings act 
like hands. 
I don’t like the 
day. 
I can eat 
insects as I fly. 



We performed. 



We published. 



Your turn. 

  Skim the animal information cards. 

  Select an animal. 

  Make a list of all of the important words 
about your animal. 

  Use the list to begin your poem. 



Craft Lessons to Improve Essays 

Find your essay about models 

 “Children have more need of 
models than critics.”  

   
French Proverb 



Let’s work on a killer thesis 



Text Structures and Kernel Essays 



Ba     Da    Bing 

Gretchen Bernebei/Barry Lane 

Making Great Sentences 



Let’s Review 

Writer’s response is improved with great models 

Writer’s workshop involves mini lessons that improve craft 

Great nonfiction can be found in poetry, biography, 
 and informational text 

Craft lessons are a part of 
 both response and workshop models 



Thanks for your time and attention 

     Abby Brady 


