
August — September  2019    

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13TH  

6:00 –8:00 P.M. 

Mandatory Technology, Activities & General Meeting 

 for parents and students  

4th-12th grades-6:30 p.m. in Heese Event Center 

 

First Day of School—8:15 a.m. 

Breakfast @ 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, August 15th 

1:00 p.m. Dismissal—No Preschool 
 

Preschool begins on August 19 

 



 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 

 In just a few short weeks, the 2019-2020 school year will be underway. That is hard to believe be-
cause it seems like the 2018-2019 school year ended last week! Yes, the summer has flown by for me, and 
I am sure it has flown by for all reading this as well. That said, the start of a new school year is always a 
very exciting time of the year. I look forward to the new year, and I hope you do as well. 

 The theme for the 2019-2020 school year is “PRIDE with a Purpose”. PRIDE is an acronym that 
stands for Preparation, Respect, Integrity, Determination, and Excellence. PPS has utilized it since the 2014
-2015 school year. This year, we are making an effort to take the meaning of the acronym to new heights! 
Pender Public Schools is an awesome school. That said, there is always room for growth. If we can breathe 
new life into our focus on PRIDE, growth will happen and this school year will be even more amazing than 
expected. My request is for staff, students, parents, and all district patrons to do everything possible to 
purposefully bring PRIDE to life! 

School begins for students in grades K-12 on August 15, and preschool begins on August 19. Prior to 
that, staff members report for duty to prepare for the school year on August 12. When staff members re-
port, there will be a few new faces that I would like to introduce. Specifically, there are 2 teachers and 2 
paraprofessionals who were not part of the PPS team prior to the 2019-2020 school year. We are also cur-
rently trying to hire one more paraprofessional. As of this writing, we have not found that individual. By 
the time the school year arrives, however, this position will be filled. 

Anthony Ferg and Mitchell Mailloux are the two teachers new to PPS.  Mr. Ferg will be the Busi-
ness/Computers/Technology Teacher. He will also teach a Social Studies class and fill the role of Activities 
Director. Finally, Mr. Ferg will be an Assistant Football Coach. If Mr. Mailloux’s name sounds a bit familiar, 
it is because he is a 2013 graduate of PPS. He is joining the PPS team as an Elementary Special Education 
Teacher. Mr. Mailloux will also be the Head Boys Basketball Coach. Rachel Verschoor and Dawn Brauerare 
the two paraprofessionals new to PPS. Rachel’s name may sound a bit familiar as well. She is a 2009 gradu-
ate of PPS and will be serving the District as an Elementary Paraprofessional. Dawn was also hired to serve 
as a paraprofessional, and she will be an Elementary Paraprofessional as well. I am very pleased with these 
four individuals and look forward to them being part of the PPS team! 

As is always the case during the summer months, a few changes in and around the building have 
taken place. When students arrive, those changes will hopefully enhance the educational process in some 
manner. The most noticeable changes are likely the new exterior entrance to the preschool room, the con-
crete parking lot north of the building (not completed yet, but hopefully soon), the new stage lighting sys-
tem, various areas with new carpet,  and an expanded playground. Along with the building changes, the 
maintenance/custodial crew was very busy during the summer months cleaning the building and getting it 
ready for staff and students. They did a fantastic job, and I think their efforts will be very noticeable when 
everyone returns for 2019-2020! 



 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

 

There is one more important item to mention. Near the end of the school year, PPS will host a team 
of educators who will be here for an AdvancED accreditation visit. AdvancED is an accrediting organization 
that completes work nationwide. All schools in Nebraska are required to be accredited by the Nebraska De-
partment of Education or AdvancED.  Schools who choose to meet the standards of AdvancED choose 
higher and more rigorous accreditation expectations. PPS received AdvancED accreditation in the Spring of 
2014. I look forward to hosting another visit in 2019-2020 because the group of individuals completing the 
AdvancED accreditation visit in Pender will provide us with feedback that will help the District grow and im-
prove. In the end, growth and improvement is what we work hard to achieve. While this visit will create a 
lot of work and stress, the end result will be extremely productive. 

Throughout the course of the school year, staff members will be tackling various tasks associated 
with this visit. Students, parents, and district patrons may also be called upon to help with various tasks. If 
and when those tasks present themselves, the work of anyone willing to help will be greatly appreciated. 
District personnel will be contacting various parents and district patrons when those tasks present them-
selves. That said, anyone willing to help is encouraged to contact Eric Miller, Kelly Ballinger, or me.  

As is always the case, the upcoming school year will be full of successes and challenges.  We can 
minimize challenges and maximize successes by working together as a cohesive unit.  My challenge to stu-
dents, parents, family members, and district patrons is to simply support the efforts of the school.  It is my 
expectation for the school to do everything possible to support students, parents, family members, and dis-
trict patrons.  If we can work together throughout the school year, the upcoming one will be fantastic.  I 
look forward to seeing everyone work together to make the 2019-2020 school year nothing short of fantas-
tic!! 

 Please feel free to contact me with questions, comments, or concerns.  I am always happy to speak 
with PPS patrons.  I can be reached via phone at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 2310, email at jadol-
li1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 

 

 

It’s a Great Day to be a Pendragon!!! 

 

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Welcome back Pendragons, It’s hard to believe that August is here and that we are starting 2019-2020 school 
year! It has been a great summer once again. I spent most of my summer at Softball and baseball fields again, but 
that is what our family loves to do. We tried camping again…. only to get hit by a       severe thunderstorm...again. My 
wife and I were also able to take the kids on a road trip to North Carolina this summer for our family get-a-way!  On 
the road trip we did make an interesting stop. We made a quick stop at the only other “Pender” High School, that I 
know of,  in the country in Burgaw, North Carolina. Although I love summer I am glad to be back and looking forward 
to getting another great year started here at PHS! 

We do have a new face in the Secondary Building this year. Mr. Anthony Ferg is joining our school coming 
from David City Public. Mr. Ferg will be teaching  7-12 Business and Social Sciences classes in the high school. He will 
also be taking on the district’s Activities Director assignment and continue to build and strengthen all our schools ex-
tracurricular activities. Mr. Ferg and his family are no strangers to the Pender community as his wife Molly was a 2003 
graduate of Pender Public Schools. We also want to welcome Mr. Mitchell Mailloux back to Pender. Mr. Mailloux will 
be working in the elementary Special Education Department but he will also be taking on the role of Head Basketball 
coach for the high school students her at PHS. Please make a point to welcome these individuals and their families to 
Pender. 

The summer maintenance staff has again done a wonderful job of cleaning and renovating parts of the 
school. You will find new carpet and paint in several areas of the building and other small updates to make this a 
great place to be.  

There are some minor changes in the student hand books for the kids when they return to school. Everything will be 
covered in detail in the first few days. Large backpacks still need to be kept in the lockers,      water bottles are al-
lowed but need to be clear, and cell phones are allowed but need to be silenced and teachers may require them to be 
put in a special area upon the student entering class. 

 As most of you know Pendragon PRIDE has been our focus at PPS for several years. We will continue to focus 
on Preparation, Respect, Integrity, Determination, & Excellence this year as well. This years motto is PRIDE with a Pur-
pose. In the past we have focused on recognizing those random acts of kindness that kids do for each other and 
adults. This year we are shifting our mentality based off of the following thought. “A random act of kindness is a stand 
alone incident. Regular acts of kindness, that’s a movement. It’s activism. It’s a culture. It’s a belief and faith. It’s living 
a life worth living. It’s valuing the lives all around you” MissionMonday.com. In my eyes Pendragon Pride has become 
part of our culture here at PHS, now it is time to take it a step further and acknowledge the kids who are purposefully 
showing the aspects of PRIDE that we teach all the time. The 5 aspects of PRIDE that we have been teaching the last 
several years should no longer be “random” they should be “regular” behaviors for all of the members of our school 
community. 

 As well as behavior, we continue to have the highest expectations for our students in academics. I will be ask-
ing teachers to challenge students in each and every class they take. High academic standards are the keys to success 
when the students leave this building. Our teachers are here to help students and pushing students to be their best 
and not settling for anything less is what I expect of them. We want kids at the junior high level to begin to take re-
sponsibility  for their own education and begin learning how to advocate and problem solve for themselves. At the 
high school level, this is an expectation. Students should seek out teachers and ask questions when they don’t under-
stand.  Our staff is always here to guide and help students with any issue they may have.  



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

A new class has been added to the Junior High exploratory rotation. Mrs. Carda will be teaching a 7th and 
8th grade Careers class. All 7th and 8th grade students will have the opportunity to take this for one quarter 
along with the other Art, Ag, and Spanish Explore classes. At the High School level, no new classes are offered but 
Mr. King will continue to teach College Algebra, Statistics, and College Trigonometry in his class schedule. Mr. 
Haymart will teach 2 college level courses in English and Mrs. Davis will teach College Biology.  Students may also 
take online dual credit classes from a local college or university if it fits into their schedules. Our Pathway’s to 
Tomorrow consortium has moved from Beemer to a new facility in West Point and continues to expand. Trans-
portation and welding classes have been added to this program that focus on Career Readiness. Computer Pro-
graming, Health Sciences, Education, and Construction classes continue to be offered as well.  

A change to our Secondary Advisory Groups has been made this summer. Students in Mrs. Heise’s advi-
sory group have been moved to other advisors as her busy schedule no longer allows her to participate in this 
program. Students who had Mrs. Heise in the past should look for their new advisor’s name on their schedules. 
Another instructional change will be Mr. Volk taking over the Personal Finance and Criminal Justice classes this 
year. With his background in law enforcement we felt this would be a great opportunity for students to learn 
from a former officer. Mr. Ferg will be taking the lead on the Psychology and Sociology classes in the social stud-
ies department, and Mrs. Kolbeck and Ms. Meier will be teaming up to teach Music Appreciation and STEM 
classes to our non-band Junior high kids.  

Teachers will be reporting on Monday, August 12! We have many activities planned for them during the 
first few days as well as for the students when they return on the Thursday, the 15th. On the evening of the 12th 
we will be inviting all incoming 7th grade students (and their parents) to join us for a 7th grade transition night. 
This event will start at 5:00 PM and will be a chance for 7th graders to talk to some teachers, administration, and 
older students about what to expect in the upcoming year. Kids will also be able to bring any supplies they may 
have to their lockers and find their classrooms before the first day.  

On Tuesday, August 13 all PPS students and parents will be invited to the annual Back to School Open House. 
Again, students can pick up schedules, planners, visit with teachers, and fill out any necessary paperwork. As al-
ways we will have out mandatory technology meeting for parents and students beginning at 6:30. New to the 
program, and after the technology meeting, our new Activities Director will be talking with all secondary parents/
guardians who have children are involved in ANY school activity.  

 

There will be fall sports coaches meetings and a chance for parents to meet and greet with the new AD.  
With all activities starting we hope to see you in attendance. I look forward to seeing you at the many opportuni-
ties you have to support our students in whatever they participate in. Please check out the activities calendar 
and plan to come and support our kids as they take the field, court, stage, and course this fall!  

 

Best wishes for a terrific school year! 

Eric Miller, 7-12 Principal 



 
Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 

Hello Pendragon Families! 
 

I hope this newsletter finds you all enjoying your last days of a wonderful summer vacation! School is just around the corner, so 
get out there and make the most of it!  The next few weeks promise to keep us all hopping as we sneak in a few more summer 
activities and prepare for the upcoming school year.  This is always such an exciting time!  We are expanding our “Kind is the New 
Cool” theme into the 19-20 school year with a focus on “PRIDE with a Purpose”.    We look forward to sharing our new theme 
with you soon!  
 

Please make plans to join us for the Back-2-School Open House on Tuesday, August 13th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Elementary students 
and parents will have the opportunity to drop off supplies, meet their teachers, see their classrooms, and review the grade level 
curriculum.  4-5-6 graders and their parents will be required to attend a digital citizenship workshop at 6:30 that evening so they 
are ready to take responsibility for their Chrome Books! ☺ Be sure check out all the work done in the building over the summer as 
well. As a reminder, K-6 students will start school on Thursday, Aug. 15th.  Preschool parents may choose to send school supplies 
with their children on the night of the open house or wait until the first day of preschool on Monday, August 19th.  All school 
supply lists can be found in this newsletter, on the schools Facebook/Twitter page and on the school’s website at 
www.penderschools.org. 
 

Pender Elementary has several wonderful programs available to parents/students this school year.  The K-6 Beyond The Bell 
Afterschool Program sign up is now available.  This program will follow a format very similar to last school year and will begin on 
Monday, August 19th, 2019.  The Backpack Food Program is available to all PPS students once again this year.  Enrollment forms 
will come home with students after the first day of school.  Food bags will begin coming home on Friday, August 30th, 2019.  The 
Pender TeamMates Mentor Program is up and running for year number five! If you are interested in being a mentor or your child 
is interested in having a mentor, additional information will come home with students.  
 

The elementary school day will have an 8:15 a.m. start time for the 2019-2020 school year.  Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. for 
those eating at school.  Students choosing not to eat at school should arrive at 8:00 a.m.  All students should enter the building 
through door #4.  K-3 students will be dismissed from the south side of the building at 3:30p.m. and 4-6 students at 3:40p.m. 
(Preschool drop off and pick up procedures are available in the preschool packets given out by Mrs. Goodman). 
 

Dismissal procedures will also remain the same.  Students walking home will be dismissed through the lunchroom door to the 
playground where they will be lined up by the west playground gate. Students will be escorted across the alley and will walk west 
to the corner where they will be allowed to disseminate. Students riding the bus will report to the playground area upon 
dismissal, and will be supervised until the busses arrive.  Parents and/or guardians who are picking up elementary students should 
use Maple Street on the south side of the building. We will continue to have a designated pick-up area near the playground.  
Please see the elementary school day procedures page elsewhere in this newsletter for additional information.  Please remind 
your children of these procedures. 
 

We are excited to be welcoming back our staff!  We have added one new teacher, Mitchell Mailloux, as our 4-5-6 Special 
Education Teacher.  Mr. Mailloux will also be coaching boy’s basketball.  Mitchell & his fiancé Allie Havers recently moved to rural 
Pender.  We will also have 3 new paraprofessionals with us this fall.  Those names and positions will be announced soon.   Please 
help welcome our staff back when you see them!  
 

Additional information to keep an eye out for are the Elementary eNews electronic weekly newsletter, Thursday Folders, the K-6 
Pendragon After-School Program, PTO meetings, and info regarding our new theme “PRIDE with a Purpose”. We have a lot of 
exciting things happening at Pender Elementary School! If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to give me a 
call or stop in and visit.  I look forward to seeing all of you! 
 

It’s a GREAT day to be a Pendragon! ☺  
 

Kelly Ballinger 
PK-6 Principal/ Special Services Director 



Greetings to all!  The 2019-2020 school year is right around the corner and I am excited  to get the
year started.  With another year under my belt I am again anxious to begin another year.  I have 
established some programs to aid students in their life after high school there will always be 
changes that can be made to adapt to the changing times. Any time that I am able to assist any of 
our students experience something with success it makes the job rewarding. I am excited to 
again implement new twists into already established programs  and beginning others in hopes that 
it will be benefit each and every student in our school system. Every class and every student are 
different, they each have their own, unique story to comple te, and I truly enjoy watching the 
growth as their story unfolds. Looking forward to the new school year, and as we like to say, ìItís 
a great day to be a Pendragon! î   

Senior and Senior Parent Night:  I will again be hosting an informational night for the Class of 
2019 and their parents.  This night will contain information about what seniors should be doing 
right now to prepare themselves for college.  I will be hosting the night in late August or early 
September depending on what other activities are scheduled.  Along with this night I will present 
a schedule for other work night options for seniors. These nights will include work designated 
towards college applications, creating Federal Student Aid Id ís, filling out the FAFSA, and 
designate time towards working on resumes and cover letters for scholarship applications.   

ACT Testing:  The school will once again be a test site for students taking the ACT.  We will be a 
testing center for the October, December, and April tests.   

Test Date  Registration Deadline  (Late Registration Deadline ) 
September 14, 2019 August 16, 2019 August 17-30, 2019 
October 26, 2019 September 20, 2019 September 21-October 4, 201
December 14, 2019 November 8, 2019 November 9-22, 2019 
February 8, 2020 January 10, 2020 January 11-17, 2020 
April 4, 2020 February 28, 2020 February 29-March 13, 2020 
June 13, 2020 May 8, 2020 May 9-22, 2020 
July 18, 2020 June 19, 2020 June 20-26, 2020 

 

Pathways2Tomorrow (P2T):  I am really excited that we are beginning our fourth year with the 
P2T consortium and I am anticipating that more and more of our students will become even more 
attracted to the programs. Programs are becoming established and the interest is beginning to 
spread as students are seeing the programs offered to them, as well as the benefits of gaining 
exposure to things they like now rather than waiting until later.  This year will mark the first year 
that the program will be housed in the new facilities constructed at and beside the Nielsen Center 
in West Point. Along with the Computer Sciences, Health Sciences, Building Construction, and 
Education; the consortium will also be offering Welding for the 2019-2020 school year. The 
facilities in West Point are impressive and I love the fact that our students are presented with an 
opportunity to take courses and gain firsthand experience while in high school and do not have  to 
wait until college to gain these experiences.  



 
Hello everyone!, 
My name is Amp Ferg and I will be taking over the Athletic Director duties starting this fall at Pender 
Public Schools.  My family and I are extremely excited to be part of the Pender community. For the 
last 9 years I have been a teacher and coach and I am very excited about my new role at Pender 
Public Schools.  I just want to get some important dates and pieces of information out to you as the 
school year nears. First, this is your reminder that all students participating in any athletic competi-
tion or flames MUST have a physical before being able to compete in activities for the 2019-2020 
school year.  This includes Junior High students as well as 9-12th grade students. You must com-
plete the physical forms sent out by the NSAA, and you can pick one up at the school office or Pen-
der Medical Clinic has physical forms as well.   
 
 I want to remind everyone of the dates for fall practice for grades 9-12.  All high school sports can 
begin practice Monday, August12th. This includes Cross Country, Volleyball, Softball, Girls Golf, and 
Football.   Please be in contact with your coaches for correct practice times and locations for the first 
practice. Typically, junior high sports do not begin until after school has started, which is Thursday 
August 15th.   
 
Fall  sports are going to be here before you know it and I just want to make you aware of the dates 
for the fall sports scrimmages.  Softball will scrimmage on Monday August 19th @ 6:30 pm in Pen-
der. Volleyball will scrimmage Tuesday September 3rd at 6:30 pm.  Football will scrimmage Friday 
August 23rd at 6:30 pm. This year I would like to do a Fall Activity kickoff, including all fall sports ath-
letes and coaches, following the football scrimmage.  The Booster club will have walking taco bags 
for sale, all the fall sports coaches would introduce themselves and their athletes, and there would 
be Pendragon gear available to order. The meal would start immediately following the end of the 
football scrimmage, which should be at approximately 7:15pm.   
 
 On the night of the open house for parents, which is Tuesday August 13th, we will have fall sports 
parent meeting.  This will give parents an opportunity to meet with their students fall coaches and 
the coaches will go over handbooks and expectations for athletes.   Parents and students have an 
opportunity to talk with our new coaches on staff for this year. Amy Ostrand will be the new head 
coach for high school volleyball, along with her assistants Paula Bonneau, Allie Havers, 
and  Melyssa Schroeder. The new high school football coach is Cody Volk, and his assistant will be 
Brock Simonsen, Joe Walsh, and myself, Amp Ferg. Softball will be CO-OP with Wisner Pilger and 
Clay Haymart will be an assistant coach.  Dustin Krusemark will continue to be head Cross Country 
coach along with his assistant, Tasha Brietbarth. Bob Rainer will continue to be the head girls golf 
coach this fall as well. I wish all the fall sports the best of luck and I am excited to be working with all 
of our coaches and sponsors this fall! 
 
I look forward to being part of the Pendragon Family! 
 
Amp Ferg 









Sports Physicals 
7th-12th grade students participating in 
any athletic competition or flames MUST 
have a physical before being able to     
participate.   

Pender Medical Clinic has physical forms 
or you may pick one up at the school     
office.   

Physical Examinations 

Nebraska School Law states that all out-of-state 
transfer students, kindergartners, seventh grade stu-
dents and all athletic participants, must have a physi-
cal within the last 6 months before starting school or 
practice.  The cost is the individual family’s responsi-
bility.  NSAA states all athletic participants must have 
a physical after May 1st for the following school year 

 Fall Sports Scrimmages 

Softball-August 19th 6:30 p.m. in Pender 

Football-Friday, August  23rd: 6:30 p.m. 

Volleyball-Tuesday, September 3rd: 6:30 

p.m. 

Admission to FB & VB scrimmage 
Non-Perishable Food Item/Paper products 

for local food pantry 
 

Sports Practice 
Practice for all 9th-12th grade sports will begin on Monday, August 12th.  Athletes must 

have physical form turned in before the start of practice.  You can pick up a physical 

form in the office, in the weight room or at the Pender Medical Clinic.  

 



Student//-Parent Information 

Child Find Notice 

Any parent, medical office, or other person in the 

Pender Public School District who knows of any 

resident child under the age of 21 who may have 

a handicapping condition that has not yet been 

identified, please contact Kelly Ballinger at the 

Pender Public School at 402.385.3244 ext. 2150 

Right of Privacy Notification 

Pender Public Schools plan to continue their   
policy of routinely releasing to the news media, 

the schools web pages etc. information regarding 
students attending the school.  The release may 

include such items as the student’s name,        
parents’ name, age, chronological class          

placement, athletic teams (including heights and 
weights), music, drama/speech, honor roll,           

scholastic honors, and other similar pertinent 
data. 

Parents who DO NOT wish to have such            
information disseminated involving their          

students are requested to attach a letter to the 
handbook signature page. 

As a parent, you have the right to: 1) inspect and 
review your child’s education record and ask for 
an explanation of any item in the record: 2) be 
informed of the types and location of records 

being collected or used by the school; 3) ask for 
an amendment of any record you feel is            

inaccurate, 4)give or withhold consent to disclose 
your child’s records, 5) be told to whom            

information has been disclosed; and 6) to be    
informed before information in your child’s file is 

destroyed.  As a parent you have the further 
right to consent or deny permission for your child 

to be evaluated and possibly placed in Special 
Education Programs or to have the child’s        

current Special Education Program amended. 

    PreK-6th Grade 

Wednesday, September 25th  

   7th-12th Grade 

Thursday, September 26th 

Picture Day 

 

Wednesday 

August 28th 

All Students  

Hearing Screening 

Bus Information 

Families utilizing the bus 

route will be receiving in-

formation by mail regard-

ing their child’s route and 

times.   



 
 

Pender Public Schools and the Pender Ministerial Association 
are thrilled to again be teaming up to continue the Backpack 
Food Program.  The first backpacks will go home the Friday of 

Labor Day weekend, August 30th, 2019 . 
 

If you believe your child/children could benefit from this 
program, we encourage you to complete the Backpack Food 

Program Form, which will be sent home with students in 
Thursday Folders.  Only one form is needed per family.  This 

information is kept confidential. 
 

Likewise, if you would like to donate to the program, any 
monetary donations can be made to the Pender Ministerial 

Association in care of Pastor Dan Springer.  Donations can also 
be dropped off at the school. 

 
If your family is in need of additional help, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school at 385-3244 and we can provide 
you with additional resources.  Thank you!  ☺ 



 Beyond the Bell 
Pendragon Afterschool Program 

 
For Students K-6 

3:30-5:00 p.m. / Mon.-Thurs. 
 

Program will begin MONDAY, AUGUST 19th ,2019 
* Snack * Homework Help * Enrichment Activities                   

* Physical Activities *  
 

If you are interested in your child participating in the  
2109-2020 Pendragon After-School Program,  

Please contact Andrea at the school at 385-3244 to register them.   
Registration can also be done during the Open House on Aug. 13th   

 
* Beyond the Bell is being conducted at no charge. 

*Attendance at Beyond the Bell is a privilege and requires that 
students follow all conduct/handbook rules.   

  Parents will be contacted and students will be asked to leave if 
conduct/rules are not followed.  

 
 





 

                 

Pender Elementary eNews 
  

The Pender Elementary eNews electronic weekly newsletter  
is designed especially for parents with students in grades PK-6.  

The eNews will typically be available Friday afternoons with links posted on 
the schoolís social media pages.  No sign up is necessary. 

 
 

A paper copy of the weekly newsletter will also be available in the office upon request if needed. 
 

Please look for the first edition of the eNews on Friday, August 23rd.  
Thank you!  

Thursday Folders 
Elementary P-6 Parents: 

 
Please be on the look out for THURSDAY FOLDERS! 

 
 Each student P-6 will bring home a “Thursday Folder” each Thursday 
during the school year.  Any pertinent information (lunch bills, field 
trip information, necessary forms, upcoming opportunities) will be 
coming home in this folder once a week on THURSDAYS!  Folders are 
then returned to school the next day for future use.     
              



 

19-20 Milk Break Charges Milk break will be offered to students in Grades PK-3 Only.  
 

PreK-3rd grade students: $35 semester/$70 year 
PreK M-F AM: $35 semester/$70 year 

PreK M-F PM: (Special Milk) $20 semester/$40 year 
PreK MWF AM: $20 semester/$40 year 

PreK MWF PM: (Special Milk) $15 semester/$30 year 
PreK TR AM: $15 semester/$30 year 

PreK TR PM: (Special Milk) $10 semester/$20 year  Please contact the school at 385-3244 if you have questions. Thank you! 
4-5-6 Grade Students 

Digital Citizenship Assembly 
**Attendance With Parent Required** 

 
Tuesday, August 13th  
Back to School Night  

6:30 p.m. Heese Event Center  4-5-6 Grade students will be utilizing Chrome Books during the 19-20 school year and must attend this mandatory training with a parent.  Thank you!  



 

Elementary Tardy/Absence Information: 
 

A student is considered tardy if he/she arrives between 8:15-8:45 a.m. 
 

If a student arrives after 8:45 a.m., he/she will be considered absent for a half- day. 
 

A student that leaves in the afternoon before 3:00 p.m. will be considered absent for a 
half- day. 

 
A student that leaves after 3:00 p.m. be documented as “left early”. 

 

After 5 tardies, students may be asked to make up their time missed after school. After 10 tardies, parents and 
students may be required to meet with the principal. After 20 tardies, a referral to the county attorney may be 

made. 

 

Pender Public Schools 
 PTO  

Are you interested in making a difference in your child’s education? 
Are you interested in working with a FUN group of people  

for the benefit of your child’s school?   Please consider joining the Pender Public Schools Parent-Teacher Organization! 
Next Meeting Will Be Announced Soon!!    You can look for additional information during the PPS Open House on  Tuesday, August 13th   from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 



         Summary of Board Policy 
           5008 - Student Attendance 
                  

 
 
As a reminder for the 2019-2020 school year, all 
student absences from school will be defined as 

either School Excused or Not School Excused.  School related activity absences 
are not counted in either category. 
 
School Excused Absences  
*Absences outside the control of the parent or child.  
*The parent must provide documentation to demonstrate the absence was beyond the control of the 
parent or child.  
*Samples of School Excused absences are:  

• Documented illness (doctors note stating student should be excused from school due to 
illness on a specific date) 

• Court appearance 
• Death of a family member 
• Suspension from school.  

 
Not School Excused 
*Parent acknowledged absences  
*Parent has communicated with the school  
*Samples of Not School Excused absences are:  

• Illness (which does not require a visit to the doctor) 
• Vacations 
• Medical appointments (including counseling and orthodontist) 

 
 
Excessive Absenteeism 
* Students who accumulate ten (10) “Not School Excused” absences in a semester 
* When student has excessive absences, the following procedure will be used: 

• Verbal or written communication from building principal 
• A meeting will be held between building principal, parent and other appropriate 

individuals to help determine/address barriers of attendance 
 
 
Reporting Excessive Absenteeism to County Attorney 
The school may report excessive absenteeism to the county attorney when a student has accumulated 
more than twenty (20) total absences per year (School Excused and Not School Excused).  This total does 
not include school-related activity absences. 
 
 
**Policy 5008 is a description of how we code and handle attendance.  This attendance policy does not 
impact or change the Appeal for Credit process in the high school.  If you have any questions about the 
attendance policy please do not hesitate to contact the school office.  







Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or pop tart or yogurt, toast and 2 
drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

   August Lunch  

  Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.80  $2.20 
K-6  $1.80  $2.45 
7-12  $1.80  $2.70 
Adults  $2.30  $3.75 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or pop tart - $.80   
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.55 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.30 
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 
salad bar) -  $.80 
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Breakfast Bites 

Turkey Club 
Chips 

Broccoli 
Pineapple 

16 
Biscuit/Gravy 

Mini Corn Dogs 
Mac & Cheese 

Corn 
Fruit Cocktail 

19 
Omelet 

Taco 
Spanish Rice 

Pears 
Ice Cream 

20 
French Toast 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

California Blend 
Mandarin Oranges 

21 
Breakfast Pizza 
Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 
Peaches 

Breadstick 

22 
Breakfast Stick 

Saucy Sub 
Peas 

Applesauce 
Cookie 

23 
Biscuit/Gravy 

Chicken Fried Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 
Pineapple 

26 
Dutch Waffle 

Tavern 
Tater Tots 

Corn Casserole 
Fruit Cocktail 

27 
Breakfast Burrito 

Chicken Patty 
Cheesy Potatoes 

Broccoli 
Pears 

28 
Breakfast Sandwich 

Spaghetti 
Lettuce Salad 

Mandarin Oranges 
Garlic Bread 

29 
Pancake & Sausage 

Pizza 
Corn 

Peaches 
Brownie 

 

30 
Biscuit/Gravy 
Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 
Baked Beans 
Applesauce 

 



 

  September Lunch   

  Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.80  $2.20 
K-6  $1.80  $2.45 
7-12  $1.80  $2.70 
Adults  $2.30  $3.75 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or pop tart - $.80  
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.55 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.30  
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 
salad bar) -  $.80 

Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or pop tart or yogurt, toast and 2 
drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

2 
No School 

3 
Donut 

Hot Ham & Cheese 
Cheesy Hash 

browns 
Broccoli 

Pineapple 

4 
Breakfast Bites 

Chicken & Noodles 
Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 
Bun 

5 
French Toast 
Turkey Club 

Chips 
California Blend 

Pears 

6 
Biscuits & Gravy 

Tavern 
Tater Tots 

Green Bean 
Casserole 

Mandarin Oranges 
9 

Coffee Cake 
Chicken Strips 

Mashed Potatoes 
Corn 

Peaches 

10 
Omelet 
Crispito 

Spanish Rice 
Applesauce 
Ice  Cream 

11 
Muffin 

Sub Sandwich 
Chips 
Peas 

Pineapple 

12 
Breakfast Pizza 
Mini Corn Dog 

Curly Q’s 
Green Beans 
Fruit Cocktail 

13 
Biscuits & Gravy 

BBQ Rib 
Potato Wedges 

Broccoli 
Pears 

16 
Breakfast 
Sandwich 
Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 
Mandarin Oranges 

 

17 
Dutch Waffle 
Grilled Cheese 
Macaroni Salad 

Corn 
Peaches 

18 
Breakfast Burrito 

Goulash 
California Blend 

Applesauce 
Bun 

19 
Pancakes & 

Sausage 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

Peas 
Pineapple 

20 
Biscuits & Gravy 
Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 
Fruit  

23 
Breakfast Stick 

Saucy Sub 
Green Beans 

Pears 
Brownie 

24 
French Toast 
Chicken Fried 

Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges 

25 
Coffee Cake 
Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 
Baked Beans 

Peaches 

26 
Omelet 

Chicken Patty 
Tater Tots 
Broccoli 

Applesauce 

27 
Biscuits & Gravy 

Spaghetti 
Lettuce Salad 

Pineapple 
Garlic Bread 

30 
Breakfast Bites 

Pizza 
California Blend 

Fruit Cocktail 
Rice Crispy Bar 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



LUNCH/BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
INFORMATION 

Application forms for free and reduced meals are in this 
newsletter.  Please fill out and return before school begins.  
A new form must be returned for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  If a new form is not received the computer will  
automatically switch you to paid status in September.  If 
you are not sure whether you will qualify it does not hurt to  
complete the application.  If your household income  
changes feel free to contact the school at anytime to  
complete a free/reduced lunch form. 
 
The lunch program at Pender Public Schools will offer a  
daily main entrée, yogurt or a salad. 
 
The federal hot lunch guidelines state that students need to 
have 3 food groups on their tray to make it a reimbursable 
tray.  They do not need to eat those three things, they just 
need to have them on their tray.  If you have any questions 
about the lunch program, you can contact Pam Buchholz at 
385-3244.   

**All students will be charged for seconds.  
 
**Free and reduced students under the federal  
guidelines will only receive 1 free or reduced lunch.  
They will be charged the full amount for seconds. 
 
If your child does not eat hot lunch and would like milk with 
their meal the cost is $.45 per carton. 
 
The student’s lunch money should be turned in to the office 
before or after school.  Lunch bills will be sent home with 
the oldest student in each family on a weekly basis.  

  Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.80  $2.20 
K-6  $1.80  $2.45 
7-12  $1.80  $2.70 
Adults  $2.30  $3.75 
 
Extra Milk or Juice $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main $.80  
Extra Breakfast Side $.55 
Extra Lunch Main $1.30    
Extra Lunch Side $.80 
 

 

Elementary Milk Break  
Milk break prices for grades K-3 are by 
the semester only, at a cost of $35.00 

per semester.  The milk fee must be paid 
at the beginning of each semester.  For 

Preschool milk prices, please contact  
Andrea Hansen at 385-3244 ext. 2100 

In order to avoid a negative lunch balance, please 
make sure you give the District Office a current 
email address. Our lunch program is set up to 

automatically send weekly 
 statements and texts. You may also, update your 
email address or phone number to receive texts 

by calling 385-3244 or email Lisa Johnson at     
lijohns1@penderschools.org 

Please make separate checks for: 

♦ Lunch payments 

♦ Preschool-3rd grade milk break 

♦ Computer insurance 

♦ Activity Fees 

As mandated by the Nebraska Department of            
Nutrition  Services, if you would like to provide 
lunch/breakfast for your child than what is being 
offered by Pender Public Schools, it must be for 
your child/children ONLY. You are NOT allowed 
to bring lunch/breakfast into the school for any 
other student. If you have any questions regard-
ing these guidelines/policies, please contact the 
school office at 385-3244.  

















 







Take a second and think about the 
mentor in your life.  Were they a 
good listener?  Were they there for 
you?  How would your life be      
different without them?   

Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Pender, NE  68047 

How to Contact Us 
District Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

 
 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school 

office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we  

collect back to Pender Public School. 

The TeamMates Mentoring program is looking for enthusias-
tic, positive role models to make a difference in the lives of 
young people in our community.  Matches in TeamMates 
meet once a week at school to play board games, work on 
projects, or talk.  Pay your mentoring experience forward and 
join the team.  One visit a week can make a life-long impact.  
Go to Teammates.org to learn how or contact Andrea Hansen 
at 402.9385.3244 ext. 2100.  


