
December 16, 2018                                      Pastor Andy McClellan  
Faithfulness: The Promised One  

Luke 1:46-55 
 
The birth of Jesus means: 

1. God has faithfully REMEMBERED His PROMISE to all 
mankind (Luke 1:32-33, 41-43, 69, 72-73; cf. Genesis 3:15, 
12:1-3; 2 Samuel 22:51; Isaiah 11:1; Galatians 3:15-16, 4:4). 

 
2. God's offer of MERCY is now available to all who will 
BELIEVE (Luke 1:47, 50, 54-55; cf. Galatians 3:22-29, 4:4-5). 

 
3. You're NOT going to get a BETTER offer from anyone (Luke 
1:55; Galatians 3:15-16, 28-29; John 14:6; 2 Cor. 1:20). 

 
 

 
 
 

Family Time 
The celebration of the birth of Jesus is a good time to reflect on 
God's faithfulness to His promises.  Read Matthew chs. 1-2 as a 
family.  Note how many times Matthew references the Old 
Testament prophets in his birth story.  Why does he do that?  
How do those references display God's faithfulness?  How are 
they encouraging to us as we look to God's promises to His 
people, including we who live 2000+ years later? 
 
For Further Thought, Study, & Discussion 

1. Read Luke 24:44, Galatians 3:15-16, Genesis 3:15, 12:1-3, 
17:1-9 and 22:15-18.  It has been said that the Christmas 
story begins in Genesis.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  
With this in mind, what part then should reading the Old 
Testament have in your family's Christmas observances and 
celebrations?   
 
2. Read Galatians ch. 3:15-4:7.  What does Paul mean by "the 
fullness of time?"  Why was 1st century Israel the best time 

in history for Christ to be born?  Why was it important that 
he was "born of a woman, under the law?"  (Hint: If you need 
help with the historical context, check a study bible, 
commentary or bible handbook - ex. 
www.biblestudytools.com).    
 
3. At the conclusion of Mary's Song (Lk. 1:54-55), she notes 
that God's mercy is offered to "Abraham and his offspring 
forever."  What is the significance of the word "forever" in v. 
55.  Given Paul's words in Galatians (from question 2 above) 
and Romans 4:16-21; 9:6-8, how does one become one of 
Abraham's offspring?  Are you one?  What is the "forever" 
promise to his offspring?    
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