
November 25, 2018                                            Pastor Steve Hardy  
Expectation:  The Coming One  

Isaiah 52:13-53; Luke 3:15-18; Matthew 11:2-3 
 

Expectation is a significant part of the Christmas season.  An 
Advent Calendar counts down the days in anticipation of 
Christmas.  Gifts waiting under the tree add to the expectation.  
But more significant is the fact that Christmas celebrates the 
Advent—the coming—of Christ, the expected Messiah.  We 
celebrate Jesus as the Christ recognizing fulfilled expectations 
in his first coming, with more to come! 
 
I.  The expectation of Christ’s COMING, Luke 3:15; Matthew 
11:2-3; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; John 1:19-34. 
 
II.  The expectation of Christ’s MINISTRY, Matthew 11:4-5; 
Isaiah 35:5-6. 
 
III.  The expectation of Christ’s REIGN, Isaiah 9:7; 2 Samuel 
7:16; 1 Chronicles 17:14; Matthew 2:1-6. 
 
The “Long Expected One” has come, fulfilling every prophecy 
related to his birth and doing the very works anticipated for his 
ministry.  This includes his death for our sins and resurrection 
guaranteeing victory over death.  There are expectations yet to 
be fulfilled when Jesus returns to reign, for which we wait in 
eager anticipation (Hebrews 9:28)! 
 
 

Do members of your family make out “wish lists” 
for desired Christmas gifts?  What is the basis 
for any hope of fulfillment—think about past 

experience, character of the potential givers, and so on.  Why 
was it reasonable for God’s people to expect the Messiah, and 
why is it reasonable for us to expect his return to reign?  
Discuss why the coming of Jesus the Christ (Messiah) was so 
awesome that it continues to be celebrated worldwide! 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Review the “birth narratives” and introduction of Jesus by 
John in Matthew 1-3 and Luke 1-3.   
 --How many details can you discover that represent 
fulfillment of the prophecies which generated expectation 
regarding Messiah’s coming? 
 --Of these, how clearly were the prophecies understood 
in anticipation of (prior to) Jesus’ birth?   
 --In considering this, what application do you make with 
regard to fulfillment of prophecies and promises we still 
anticipate? 
 
2.  Paul writes that God sent his Son into the world “when the 
fullness of time had come”.  As someone has interpreted, “at 
just the right time” Jesus was born.  But a long season (400 
years) intervened between the close of the Old Testament and 
opening of the New Testament with the birth of Christ.   

--How, and how often do you think people in those 
generations thought about expectations? 

--Even in Peter’s day there was skepticism about 
fulfilment of remaining promises (2 Peter 3:4).  But what is 
Peter’s response (2 Peter 3:5-7)?  What is God’s purpose in 
seeming to be “slow” (2 Peter 3:8-10)?  What application does 
this have for believers (2 Peter 3:11-14)? 

 
3.  The New Testament suggests believers live in “eager 
anticipation” of what is coming.  Note, for example, Romans 
8:23; Galatians 5:5; and Hebrews 9:28.  Do you live in 
conscious anticipation of the “better” that is coming?  Do you 
yearn for life in a kingdom where “righteousness dwells” (2 
Peter 3:13)?  Are you as eagerly expectant with regard to Jesus’ 
second coming and reign as you are about celebrating his first 
coming this Christmas? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Light, the Revealing One, John 1:4-5; 3:19-21; 8:12; 
Hebrews 1:3 
 


