
October 21, 2018                                                     Pastor Steve Hardy 
Work for God’s Approval? 

2 Timothy 2:15 
 
We are saved from the just penalty for our sin by grace through faith alone!  
Nevertheless, multiplied exhortations and admonitions throughout 
Scripture emphasize important things God expects his people to do.  
The apostle Paul expresses his clear understanding that as a servant of 
Jesus Christ he is required to be faithful, and the Lord judges his service  
(1 Corinthians 4:1-4) as well as the service of all who build on the 
foundation of the apostolic teaching (1 Corinthians 3:10-17).  Correct 
understanding and teaching of the Bible is especially important! 
 
I.  Work as a WORKER. 
 
II.  Work for God’s APPROVAL. 
 
III.  Work to correctly use God’s WORD OF TRUTH. 
 
More is at stake in the incorrect use of God’s word than our own approval 
before God as workers.  Scripture can be twisted to the destruction of those 
who mishandle it (2 Peter 3:16), and those they lead, resulting in quarrels 
and ungodliness and leaving people ensnared by Satan.  People need the 
Word of Truth correctly and truthfully taught and applied for salvation, life 
and godliness.  We will answer to God for how accurately we handle his 
Word. 
 

 
 

 
 

Homework!  Study!  Anyone in your household tired of all that effort?  Talk 
about why we are happy to work hard at some things (kids, maybe training 
for athletic competition; parents, perhaps keeping the house and yard up) 
while it is harder to work hard at other things (ok, homework).  Hint:  
Perceived benefit.  What do you like working hard at?  Why should we 
gladly work hard to understand God’s word? 
  
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Do you find the idea that there is potential for shame in the presence of 
God, even for the redeemed, to be unsettling?   
 --“Shame” may be defined as “a painful emotion caused by 
consciousness of guilt, shortcoming, or impropriety” (Webster’s).  How does 
this definition explain the difference between Genesis 2:25 and Genesis 
3:10? 

 --Notice 2 Timothy 1:16. Why is Onesiphorus not ashamed in a 
situation (close association with a prisoner) that often causes shame? 
 --Why might a believer, responsible for living by and teaching 
accurately the Word of Truth, have “no need to be ashamed” when 
standing before God?  What might be the potential to feel shame? 
 
2.  Several dangers are noted regarding the mishandling of God’s Word of 
Truth.  How might each happen, what are the outcomes (damage) 
mentioned, and what would be the cure for… 
 --Quarreling about words (2 Timothy 2:14). 
 --“Irreverent babble” (ESV) or “Godless chatter” (NIV) (2 Timothy 
2:16). 
 --“Ignorant controversies” (ESV) or “foolish and stupid arguments” 
(NIV) (2 Timothy 2:23). 
 
3.  What is necessary for the penetration of truth beyond careful 
understanding and application by a teacher (2 Timothy 2:25-26).  Why? 
 
4.  There is a danger of destroying the faith of some through false teaching 
(2 Timothy 2:18).  What might this mean, and what is the assurance of  
2 Timothy 2:19? 
 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Pastor Andy McClellan, Sola Scriptura 
 
 
  
 
 


