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The Cost of Choosing  
        NOT to Walk with God  

Judges 17-21 
 

1. The Personal Cost of choosing NOT to walk with God: 
It will corrupt and confuse your own HEART, 17:6, 18:1, 
19:1, 21:25 (cf. Deut. 12:8, 28; Psalm 14:1-2; Prov. 21:2-4; 
Matt. 15:18-19; Romans 1:20-32; Philippians 3:17-19; 
Hebrews 3:7-12). 
  

2. The Vertical Cost if choosing NOT to walk with God: 
It will corrupt and confuse your relationship with GOD, 
Chs. 17-18 (cf. Rom. 1:20-25; Heb. 3:12; 1 John 1:6) 
  

3. The Horizontal Cost of choosing NOT to walk with God: 
It will corrupt and confuse your relationships with 
PEOPLE, Chs. 19-21 (cf. Rom. 1:26-32; John 13:34-35; 
Galatians 5:16-23; 1 John 1:7) 

  
 

 
 

The stories included in Judges 17-21 show that the decision not 
to walk with God by even one individual (17:1 -"there was a 
man"; 19:1 - "a certain Levite") has an effect on many others.  
Discuss examples of how one "little" sinful decision in school, 
at home, at work, etc., by one person can affect others. Then 
discuss examples of how one decision to walk with God can 
have an influence on others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion 
1. Now that we have concluded our series in Judges, go 

back through the book and count how many times the 
phrases "evil in the sight of the LORD" and "everyone did 
what was right in their own eyes" are used.   

• What does Judges tell us is the result of relying on our 
own wisdom for our daily walk/decisions?   

• How does this confirm what God promised in 
Deuteronomy 12:8-28? 

• With that in mind, if we want our lives to "go well," 
where should we always go for our daily wisdom and 
decisions (cf. Psalm 119) and why? 
  

2. In Judges 21:25, the author prefaces "everyone did what 
was right in their own eyes" with "in those days there was 
no king in Israel" as if to say that leadership was a 
solution to the corruption and confusion of Israel. 

• In Israel's history, was following a human king (or in chs. 
17-21, a Levite priest) the solution to their sin problem 
(scan 1 & 2 Kings)? 

• How is this a warning about relying on following human 
leaders as a solution to our problems? 

• How does 3 John 1:11 (in context) direct us in this area? 
  

3. DCC's vision is to be a "Growing community for Christ: 
Walking in truth, living out love, and building on faith."   

• Reading it carefully, what parts of our vision are 
dependent on our individual and corporate choices to 
walk with God?  

• How will pursuing our vision prevent us from the 
personal, vertical and horizontal costs of doing "what was 
right in our own eyes"? 

 
 
 
 
 


