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The Strong Made Weak  
Judges 15-16 
 

As we read and ponder the tragic story of Samson, there may be a 
tendency to shake our head in wonder.  How could he be so foolish?  
But after stating that the events of the ancient Israelites are to be an 
example for our instruction, we are warned in 1 Corinthians 10:12 

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands  
take heed lest he fall. 

Did you notice—people, including those we would look to for 
spiritual leadership, are falling all around us!  Will we humble 
ourselves and learn? 

 
I.  The SOURCE of our strength, Judges 15:1-20. 
 
II.  The LOSS of our strength, Judges 16:22. 
 
III.  The TRAGEDY of our defeat, Judges 16:23-31. 
 
It is sobering to realize God empowers the person of faith for victory 
over sin, so the responsibility for defeat falls fully on our shoulders.  
There is no place for excuses or blame, only for confession and 
repentance followed by humble reliance on the Spirit of God for help 
when the next temptation comes. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

As appropriate depending on the age of your children, talk about real 
temptations faced and the possible “way of escape” God will provide 
in those times.  Include in the discussion the importance of training 
(discipline, 1 Corinthians 9:27), accountability, and support. 
 

 
 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Consider seriously what you depend on as the source of your 
strength. 
 --If you gave it a percentage, how much of the time do you 
get by in your own strength, and how much consciously relying on 
the power of the Spirit of God? 
 --What victories or progress in holiness are you pursuing that 
are beyond your own strength? 
 --Discuss the significance of God’s response to Paul over the 
issue of the thorn (weakness) in his flesh, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is perfected in weakness.”   

--As that passage continues, how did really “getting” this 
principle impact Paul’s life? What does Paul mean when he says, 
 v. 10, “…for when I am weak, then I am strong?” 
 

2.  The three well recognized common temptations are M_ _ _ _,  
S _ _, and P_ _ _ _.* 
 

 --Thinking through the characters in the Samson stories, how 
did these temptations factor into the various scenes? 
 --In the broader Biblical narrative, what are some other very 
famous “falls” related to each of these temptation areas? 
 --For personal reflection as you contemplate these in your 
own life, how have you experienced these temptations?   
 --What are you doing to proactively establish protection 
against a foolish fall into tragedy as so many have experienced?  
What can you or are you doing to put Galatians 5:16 into practice? 
 

3.  James 1:13-15 outlines a process leading through temptation to 
tragedy.   
 --How do you see this pattern played out in Samson’s life? 
 --Whether Samson or us, at what points in that progression 
could some “stop” be interjected?  What would the “stop” be? 
 --You have to believe that Paul accepted the real possibility 
of a disqualifying fall when he explained his reason for self-discipline 
in 1 Corinthians 9:27. How seriously do you take the warning of 
1 Corinthians 10:12? 
 

*If you can’t fill in the blanks, ask one of the pastors. 
 

NEXT WEEK:  “The Cost of Choosing Not to Walk with God,”  Judges 
17-21 
 


