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"When Ignorance is NOT Bliss"  

Judges 10:6-12:7 
 

 
 

Ignorance is NOT bliss.....  
1. When you're ignorant of God's HOLINESS, vv. 4-33.  
  
2. When you're ignorant of God's HEART, vv. 34-40.  
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
The story of Jephthah reveals the tragic consequences of being 
ignorant of the character and nature of God.  Read Psalm 145 
together as a family.  Note the following: 1) the nouns used as God's 
titles, 2) The adjectives describing God's character, 3) the verbs 
describing God's acts.  After completing the above, ask each family 
member to express how he or she has seen God exhibit these 
attributes in your family's life?  When you are finished, then do what 
v. 21 tells you to do.     
 

For Further Study, Thought and Discussion  
1. Read Judges 11:1-28 noting how many times Jephthah 

references "the LORD." What does he say about Him and what 
does that imply about what Jephthah does know about God?  Is 
his knowledge correct?  Is it possible to have a correct 
knowledge of some things about God, and even have a faith in 
God, and yet still not truly know Him?  Explain your answer.  See 
Rom. 10:2 for help.  How does one truly come to know God what 
He’s like (cf. Psalm 119; Romans 12:2)? 

2. Judges 11 reveals Jephthah as a negotiator and 
wordsmith.  From his negotiations with the Gileadites (vv. 4-11) 
to his attempted diplomacy with the Ammonite king (vv. 12-28) 
to the deal he attempts to make with God (vv. 30-31), to the 
place of "words" in the slaughter of the Ephraimites (12:5-6) 
Jephthah uses his words to achieve victory.  How do those very 

words result in his ultimate and continual defeat (see vv. 34-
39)?  How is that a warning to us about the words we choose 
and the promises we make?    

3. There is much debate among scholars as to the nature of 
Jephthah's vow (v. 30) with some saying he sacrificed his 
daughter as a burnt offering, and others arguing that he 
dedicated her to perpetual virginity.  Read vv. 29-40 again.  What 
seems to be the most natural reading of the text?  Now, with a 
study bible or commentary (or several) open, what are the 
arguments for the divergent opinions?  Regardless of what 
actually happened, why is Jephthah's vow tragic?  What was he 
trying to gain from making such a vow?  How does that attempt 
contradict his own words in v. 27?    

4. Supposing Jephthah sacrificed his daughter on an altar (like the 
child sacrifices made by the surrounding Canaanites to their 
gods), how does Jephthah's fulfillment of his vow after 
a military victory actually result in a spiritual defeat for 
Israel?  Has Israel become more or less like the Canaanites as 
represented by the Judge, Jephthah?  In light of the last 10 
chapters of the book of Judges, what does this story teach us 
about the consequences of continuing to choose NOT to walk 
with God?  

  

 

 


