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Significance 
Judges 10:1-5; 12:8-15 
 

“Meaningless”—5 times in one verse “the preacher” repeats 
this word, meaning “empty”, in contemplating man’s “toil”.  In 
Judges 10 and 12 we have 5 judges named whose work left 
little of significance, or so it seems. Empty. Why are they even 
named, and what can we learn? 
 

I.  Is there significance in our WORK? 
 
II.  Is there significance in our PARENTING? 
 

III.  Is there significance in our WEALTH? 
 

C.T. Studd wrote a poem that captures the takeaway from the 
“judges of low impact”, and the main lines are familiar: 
 Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, 
 Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
 

 
 
 

Parents, who has been significant in your life?  Share this with 
your kids, discuss why and how they were significant, and how 
a life can have significance. Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
together and talk about how the very concept of significance 
involves an eternal perspective. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Read Colossians 3:16-17 and 23-24.   
 --What does “whatever you do” refer to in these 
passages? 

 --How does the idea of “doing” in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and serving the Lord Christ, change your perspective on 
your work (or other activities)? 
 --What practical things can you include in your work, 
whatever it is, so there is significance beyond the product or 
the paycheck? 
 
2.  One of the most glaring realities of Old Testament history is 
the lack of faith and faithfulness continuing from generation to 
generation. 
 --Do you find it remarkable that out of all the offspring 
of these judges, it appears none of the “kids” do anything 
worth mentioning? Why or why not? 
 --As you think about the lives of these (or other) 
“leaders” or judges, what various aspects do you think may 
have contributed to this apparent circumstance? 
 --What are some things parents can and/or should do 
to seek a better faith outcome for their kids? 
 
3.  How many donkeys do you have? Ok, but what other kinds 
of accumulation indicate the level of wealth you enjoy?   
 --Seriously, what is the point of accumulation? We do 
accumulate, so why? 
 --How can wealth have an impact that goes beyond 
ourselves and our lives? 
 --Share some stories you know of someone whose 
wealth continues to serve eternal purposes, though they are 
now gone. 
 --Have your plans for your accumulation (after you are 
done with it) included consideration of how it might bless 
future generations until Jesus comes? What are some options 
you might consider? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Judges 10:6-12:7, Jephthah 


