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Message Title: “Not By Might…” 
 

Message Text:  Judges 7:1—8:23 
 
 

The defeat of the Midianites was one of many events in which the 
outcome was clearly due to God’s intervention. What is unique in 
this situation is God’s involvement prior to the battle to ensure there 
be no confusion about that, and no room for man to take credit for 
the victory. But Gideon learns that even a victorious leader faces 
challenges which are common to a leadership role. 
 
I.  The challenge of managing HONORS, 7:1-25; 8:22. 
 
II.  The challenge of managing COMPLAINTS, 8:1-3. 
 
III.  The challenge of managing SKEPTICISM, 8:4-21. 
 
Gideon is able to meet the challenges of leadership as enabled by 
God. God still intends to work through people who will accept the 
leadership challenges and willingly serve in the strength and with the 
gifts and abilities He gives. And His Church still moves forward only 
as willing leaders do lead in God’s strength, not their own. 
 
 

God was concerned and intervened so that the 
Israelites would not boast that they had 
“saved themselves” (Judges 7:2). Discuss 
what boasting is, and why it is inappropriate. 

Several passages related to boasting might provide good discussion 
points, such as Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31;  
2 Corinthians 12:1-10; and/or Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  It is not unusual that we honor people—think of awards 
ceremonies, retirement parties, and even memorial services.   
 --In the context of Judges, why would God be concerned 
about being clearly recognized as the source of Israel’s victory over 
Midian—the honor going to Him instead of the army? 

 --Why is Gideon’s response when men want to give him the 
honor especially appropriate, Judges 8:22-23? 
 --When is it OK to honor men, and why? 
 --What needs to happen so that victories are correctly 
credited to God (hint:  Judges 7:15). 
 
2.  The reason for Ephraim’s complaint against Gideon is not obvious, 
since the result of Midian’s defeat was certainly to their benefit. 
 --How might the complaint have been connected to the issue 
of boasting? What would God have done if Ephraimites had been 
part of the original “muster” in 7:1 (see 7:2)? 
 --It is not uncommon for people to complain even when 
things work out well. What are some reasons for that? What is the 
reason here, and what is the reason in Numbers 11:4 when the 
people complain about their groceries? 
 --Who usually bears the brunt of the complaints? Is this 
right—was Gideon or Moses (in the Numbers incident) really the one 
“in charge” and deserving of the complaint? 
 --How willing are you to apply Philippians 2:14? Is there any 
improvement you need to make in this area of life? 
 
3.  If you were unaware of the victory recently won (Judges 7:19-25), 
the skepticism of the residents of Succoth and Penuel about 
Gideon’s ability to defeat the remnant of the Midianite army might 
have seemed quite reasonable, considering the odds (8:4, 10). 
 --Why is it important to remember what God has done 
before when facing new challenges? 
 --We have openly acknowledged that our facilities 
development project, “Building On Faith”, is above and beyond any 
evident ability we have to resource it. Is this a good or a bad reality?   

--How has God worked in a way before (biblical or personal 
experience) that needs to be remembered?   

--Are we wrong to engage in a project that is beyond us, and 
how can we be certain it is God’s project? 
 --How do these considerations impact your intentionality 
about prayer. Have you joined a prayer group, or committed to 
regular prayer for our building project? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  The Serious Consequences of “Compartmentalization” 
 
 


