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Series Title: “Judges: Will You Choose to Walk with God?” 
 

Message Title: “When Leaders Lead…” 
 

Message Text:  Judges 4-5 
 

An incidental note in the text at Judges 4:11 tells about the 
seemingly random move of Heber the Kenite, and later we 
discover this to be a significant detail as God works out His plan 
for the nation. That would be the point:  there are leaders, and 
followers, and others, but ultimately God is fulfilling His seen 
and unseen purposes in the world, through people. The NASB 
translates Judges 5:2— 
 

That the leaders led in Israel, 
that the people volunteered, 
Bless the LORD! 
 

I.  Praise the Lord when leaders LEAD! 

 

II.  Praise the Lord when people VOLUNTEER! 
 

III.  But question the SLACKERS! 

 

We all have a role to play in the outworking of God’s plan. We 
are to be attentive and responsive to the Word and to the Holy 
Spirit, being both responsible and accountable to God for the 
fulfillment of His calling on our life. 
 
 

 
Have a conversation about “leaders” relative to 

your family situation.  Who are the leaders in 
your home, church, workplace, community, state, 

and nation? Why do people lead—because they are supposed to 
(and why?), are gifted and/or skilled to, are called to by God or men, 
or for some other reason? How would you know if you were to be a 
leader? How are we to respond to those who are leaders (see 
Hebrews 13:7, 17)? What if they are leading in a way contrary to 
God’s revealed will (see Acts 5:27-32)? Pray together for your various 
leaders! 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Praise the Lord?  But isn’t it the “leaders who lead” and the 
“people who volunteer” (Judges 5:2)? Explain why God should 
get credit when it is the people who choose to engage as 
leaders or followers. How does that relate to you? 
 
2.  Romans 12:8, in discussing the gifting of God, says that if 
the gifting of a person is leadership, “let him govern diligently” 
(NIV) or lead “with zeal” (ESV). The word used indicates an 
earnestness that motivates an all-out effort. What temptations 
might a leader face that would make it necessary for Paul to 
write such an exhortation? Another way to put it, what makes 
leadership difficult? How does your responsiveness impact the 
leaders in your life? 
 
3.  In some if not many spheres of our lives, we are under 
leaders—part of the masses, “the people.” The record in 
Judges 4-5 is probably typical, some of “the people” sat on the 
sidelines (5:15-23), while some “offered themselves willingly” 
(Judges 5:2, ESV) and engaged in the work that was put before 
them (5:13-15). Where do you locate yourself among the 
people—sidelines, or center field? How and where are you 
offering yourself in service to the Lord or His people? Are there 
opportunities or needs God may be calling you to step up and 
meet? 
  
NEXT WEEK:  “With God, Even Chickens Can Be Warriors”—

Judges 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 


