
June 10, 2018                                                           Pastor Steve Hardy 
Why Not Pot? 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

The disciple in process (last week’s message) understands that 
following Christ means evaluating every choice in life—down to the 
most mundane activities of eating and drinking—and choosing to 
glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31). The disciple must consider biblical 
principles applicable to any life choices being made. As an example, 
and instigated by the partial legalization of marijuana use, we must 
ask: Why not pot? More broadly, should the believer in our culture 
use intoxicants? What principles guide such choices? 
 
1.  Obey the AUTHORITIES that are over you, Romans 13:1-7; 
Ephesians 6:5-8. 
 
2.  Carefully consider your INFLUENCE, Luke 17:1-2. 
 
3.  Don’t get DRUNK, instead be filled with the Spirit, Ephesians 5:15-
18. 
 
4.  Use your freedom to SERVE OTHERS IN LOVE, Galatians 5:13. 
 
5.  Be CULTURALLY astute, Galatians 5:1-4; Acts 16:1-5. 
 
6.  Conscientiously CARE FOR your physical body, 2 Corinthians 5:1; 1 

 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23. 
 
7.  Distinguish PURPOSEFUL USE from general endorsement, 
Proverbs 31:6- 
 7; 1 Timothy 5:23. 
 
8.  Glorify God IN ALL THINGS, 1 Corinthians 10:31. 
 
As a follower of Jesus, it is not enough to just do what your neighbor 
does or doesn’t do (we are not following them!).  We need to 
carefully and conscientiously study the word of God and have a 
reason for the lifestyle choices we make.    
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

You may want to discuss the issue of drugs (include alcohol and 
identify it as a drug) by reviewing these principles. You can 
even apply this to prescription drugs commonly accepted! Or, 
take another issue relevant to your family and discuss it using 
these or other biblical principles. The lesson to emphasize is 
that choices should be made based on these principles rather 
than my feelings about it, what other people do, etc. 
 

 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
There is plenty to discuss here in the application of these 
principles.   
 
If you are in a group, review Romans 14:1-12 first.  Then have a 
gracious discussion about the use of alcohol, marijuana, or 
perhaps another issue based on these principles, expecting 
people will come to different conclusions.   
 
Close by again reviewing Romans 14:4 and 9-12. 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Pastor Andy will launch a new series in the book 
of Judges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


