
May 6, 2018                                                                 Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished: The Collection 

1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
 

Perhaps Paul waited until the last chapter of his letter to talk about 
money for a reason.  And at that, he is very brief!  Maybe then as 
now such meddling was just a step more personal than 
comfortable—yet he dives in with 8 straightforward principles for a 
disciple’s giving… 
 

1.  Giving is PURPOSEFUL (1). 
 

2.  Giving is UNIVERSAL (1). 
 

3.  Giving is REGULAR (2). 
 

4.  Giving is INCLUSIVE (2). 
 

5.  Giving is TANGIBLE (2). 
 

6.  Giving is PROPORTIONAL (2). 
 

7.  Giving is COLLECTED (2). 
 

8.  Giving is ACCOUNTABLY MANAGED (3-4). 
 

When Paul writes to these believers later, he goes yet further to 
describe the grace of God evident in the sacrificial, generous giving 
of saints who viewed giving as a privilege (2 Corinthians 8:1-15).  
Through our working and our giving, by the Holy Spirit, God’s work 
through Christ’s body gets done! 
 

Giving is a vital aspect of worship for God’s people, as a 
thankful acknowledgment that everything we have 

comes from the Lord. How are you teaching this 
aspect of being a disciple of Jesus to your children? 

Have a discussion about giving, based on 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. How 
should each person in the family, as a follower of Jesus, incorporate 
this discipline into their situation? (If they are not yet followers of 
Jesus, be careful not to suggest this gains favor with God. It is a 
believer’s response of love to God, not a way to gain favor with God.) 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Read Exodus 35:4-36:7. 
     ▪ What was behind the outpouring of support for building the 
Tabernacle? 
     ▪ Contrast this to Exodus 32:1-3. 
     ▪ Should giving be commanded by leaders? If giving could be 
required (say, like taxes), would that be a good thing? 

     ▪ When giving is not required, and then falls short of supplying 
sufficiently to fund a vision thought to be from God, what are some 
possible issues? How should those responsible to lead respond? 
 

2.  Are any of the principles Paul suggests in 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 no 
longer relevant or applicable to churches? 
     ▪ If not, are believers generally aware of and practicing these 
principles? If unsure, do some google research on “church giving 
statistics.” 
     ▪ Which principles are most difficult to practice? Are you aware of 
any Scriptures passages that address those difficulties? 
     ▪ Are these principles that would be considered a matter of 
obedience to the Lord? If so, what relevance would John 14:15 and 
21 have, and how might that relate as well to the generosity of some 
(check out one of Pastor Steve’s favorite characters in Luke 19:1-10)? 
 

3.  Paul seemed to be genuinely concerned that approved and 
“credentialed” people be entrusted with the care of the donated 
funds.   
     ▪ Why is this necessary? 
     ▪ What interest should “givers” have in our day on the way gifts 
are managed?   
     ▪ Did you attend the review of the budget Sunday afternoon—
why, or why not? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Mother’s Day, Baptism 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


