
April 29, 2018                                                                 Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished: Gifts in Action 

1 Corinthians 14 
Being “in Christ”, or truly saved, means you are baptized into the one 
body of Christ, the Church (1 Corinthians 12:13). As we have seen, 
the serious implication is that every believer is gifted by the Holy 
Spirit, and it is the will of God that they serve in love according to 
that gifting in the context of the local church. 

 
With what purpose?  TO EDIFY (14:1-19) 
 
To what end?  WORSHIP (14:20-25) 
 
In what way?  ORDERLY (14:26-40) 
 
We need this mutual ministry in the body for the very reason that 
we are all “unfinished”.  We live and grow through connection to the 
body, in the process of serving one another, and then serving the 
world for Christ.  If you are a believer, now is a great time to 
strengthen your connection, and engage your gifting in service. 

 
 

The family is a microcosm of the church.  
Discuss the contribution each family member 

makes to the whole. What can you identify of the way God has 
designed or gifted each member that enables their role? What 
are the results of family life and service you are trying to 
achieve (related to the whole family, individual members, or 
the community)? Affirm and appreciate one another in your 
roles and contributions. 

  
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Read again 1 Corinthians 14:1-19. 
 --How many references can you count to the concept of 
“building up” the body? 
 --What reasons does Paul give for preferring the gift of 
prophesy over the gift of speaking in unlearned (and unrecognized) 
languages? 
 --What other gifts especially serve to build up the body?  In 
what ways? 

 --Do you, and do we as a church, “earnestly desire the 
spiritual gifts” (14:1)? Why, or why not? What impact might that 
have on the body? 
 
2.  To put 1 Corinthians 14:21-22 in context, read the original setting 
of the quote in v. 21, Isaiah 28:9-13. 
 --How were “strange tongues” a sign for unbelievers?  What 
was the message being given, even if the words were not 
understood? 
 --What is the first effect of prophesy on the unbeliever noted 
in v. 24? 
 --What happens next, and what is the ultimate outcome (24-
25)? 
 --Why do you think Paul urges these believers to “be infants 
in evil, but in your thinking, be mature” (14:20, link to Isaiah 28:9). 
What does he mean, and how does that apply to us? 
 
3.  Paul ends this section on “gifts in action” with emphasis on order. 

--If people were to speak up (apparently in the exercise of a 
spiritual gift) in the assembled body “inappropriately”—that is, in 
some way “out of order”, what impact would that have on the body 
(14:26-40)? Have you ever experienced that?   

--Why is that a problem in the context, thinking about the 
purpose of the gifts?   
--What principle is given in 14:32 that would help in 
discerning the source of an apparent or professed spiritual 
gift? 

 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 16:1-4, Unfinished, “The Collection” 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


