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Unfinished: When We Lack Love 

1 Corinthians 12:31-14:1 

 
1. The FRUITLESS Work of Failing to Love, 12:31 - 13:3 (cf. 1 

Corinthians 1:7; 8:1; Galatians 5:22; Eph. 4:1-7; Matthew 7:21-23; 
Romans 8:5) 

“Lack Love and You’re a Loud Loser” 
  

2. The CORRECTIVE Way of Christlike Love, 13:4-8 (cf. 2 Cor. 

3:18; Gal. 5:19-26; Eph. 4:15; Colossians 3:1-17; John 3:16; 15:12-13; 
1 John 4:7-10) 

“Lack Love and You're Not Living Like the Lord" 
  

3. The PERMANENT Worth of Pursuing Love, 13:8-14:1 (cf. 1 

Cor. 16:14; 1 Jn. 4:11-21; 1 Peter 4:7-11; Rom. 8:24, 31-39) 
“Lack Love and You Leave a Lousy Legacy" 
 

  
Family Time 
 

 
In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Paul describes love in a way that 
contrasts how the Corinthians were acting.  Using the "love 
is/does" and "love is/does not" statements in vv. 4-7, ask: 
"How would [insert your family's scenario] be different if we 
loved like that?"  Example: "Love is kind. How would sharing 
our things be different if we loved like that?"       
  
For Further, Thought, Study & Discussion 

1. Review 1 Cor. 1-12.  What are the main problems with 
the Corinthian church?  Why, then, does Paul include ch. 
13 before getting to ch. 14?  If ch. 13 wasn't there, how 
might the Corinthians misunderstand his purpose in 14:1?  
How does that speak to our tendencies as sinners to 
misuse and misapply good gifts from the Lord? 

2. The context of 1 Cor. 13 is "spiritual gifts" (Spirit-
empowered gifts to the Church), exercised without love.  
Read Galatians 5:19-26 about the "fruit of the Spirit" 

(note which fruit is listed first).  How many of the words 
describing love in ch. 13 are similar to those describing 
the "fruit of the Spirit" and "works of the flesh" in Gal. 5?  
With that in mind, is it possible to exercise a "spiritual 
gift" in a way that really makes it a "work of the flesh?"  
Why or why not?  How is that a warning for us?           

3. Read 1 Cor. 13:4-7 again, but this time insert "Jesus" for 
"love."  Does it work (is it always true)?  What does this 
tell us about Jesus?  Now insert "your name" for "love."  
Does it work (is it generally true)?  When is it hardest and 
easiest for it to be true?  What are some practical steps 
you can take this week to make it true more often in your 
own life? 

 

 

 
  
 


