
April 8, 2018                                                         Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished: The Call of the Resurrection (Part 2) 

1 Corinthians 15:29-58 
 

In 1 Corinthians 15 the apostle Paul moves from a summary of the 
gospel to an affirming culmination, the resurrection of Jesus. It is not 
of mere historical interest—it is a summons or call to (I.) salvation 
through believing, and therefore to (II.) hope and to (III.) victory. The 
resurrection is a call for life in the present as well as to future things, 
as the implications continue… 
 

IV.  The resurrection is a call to MORALITY, 1 Corinthians 15:29-34. 
 

 A.  The resurrection motivates moral CHOICES, 29-31. 
 

 B.  No resurrection would lead to moral INDIFFERENCE, 32. 
 

 C.  Believers ought not be DECEIVED or ASLEEP, 33-34. 
 

Because of the resurrection, believers should STOP SINNING!   
 

V.  The resurrection is a call to ASSURANCE, 1 Corinthians 15:35-57. 
 

 A.  The rationalist QUESTION about the body, 35. 
 

 B.  The resurrection body will be DIFFERENT or changed, 36-
50. 
 

 C.  The order the unfolding TRANSFORMATION, 51-57. 
 

The new body will be perfectly suited to ETERNAL LIFE! 
 

VI.  The resurrection is a call to SERVICE, 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
 

 A.  We serve from a position of CONFIDENCE because of the 
resurrection. 
 

 B.  We serve to the EXCESS in light of the resurrection. 
 

 C.  We serve with EXPECTATION in anticipation of the 
resurrection. 
 

Sometimes faith in Jesus is presented as if it is relevant only to 
something future. On the contrary, Paul makes it clear that the truth 
in Jesus (here, about the resurrection) has a serious and observable 
impact on our present living, when we fully embrace with confidence 
that future hope.  

 
 
This is a great time of year to examine sprouting seeds!  

Do a little exploration and find one—a maple tree start, for instance, 
or a daffodil or crocus. Talk about Paul’s assertion that “what you 
sow is not the body that is to be” (1 Corinthians 15:37), and how the 
body we have in heaven will be different from our present physical 
body (which gets “sown”). You can use Paul’s other illustrations 
(various different “bodies”) to further make the point: The 
resurrection body will be perfectly designed by God to be fit for 
heaven. Note how the flower or tree is “more glorious” than the 
planted seed! 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion 
 

1.  The ESV translates 1 Corinthians 15:34, “Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning.” 
 

 --Why do you think Paul says this, in the context of  
1 Corinthians (what have we seen)? To what is he referring? 
 --What connection does Paul seem to be making between 
denial (or neglecting the truth of) the resurrection, and moral 
failure? 
 --What is the thought connection to his next sentences, “For 
some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame”? 
 --Why is it “to their shame”? 
 

2.  How would you summarize 1 Corinthians 15:38-50 in response to 
uncertainty about the nature of the resurrection body? 
 
 --What has God demonstrated and amazing ability to do? 
 --What can you say with certainty about the resurrection 
body? 
 --What questions about that body linger?  Are those 
questions a problem for your faith? 
 

3.  “Therefore” is always a significant “link” between thoughts.  It is 
to say, “in light of all this, …” So, what is significant about Paul’s final 
word (1 Corinthians 15:58) after this lengthy defense of the 
resurrection? 
 
NEXT WEEK (Pastor Kyle, 1 Corinthians 12) 
 


