
April 1, 2018                                                         Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished: The Resurrection Call (Part One) 

1 Corinthians 15:1-28 
 
We are in a study of the letter from the Apostle Paul written to the 
church at Corinth.  He has confronted certain problems in the 
church, answered various questions they had, and in chapter 15 he 
turns to a discussion of the resurrection of Jesus, its certainty, and its 
implications for all of mankind.  In effect, the fact of Jesus’ 
resurrection is a call to mankind with an offer of eternal significance! 
 
I.  The resurrection is a call to SALVATION, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. 
 
 A.  Jesus’ resurrection is the final, affirming truth of the 
GOSPEL (1-4) 
 
 B.  His resurrection is a verified truth of HISTORY (5-8) 
 
 C.  Resurrection is the life-changing truth of GRACE (9-11) 
 
II.  The resurrection is a call to HOPE, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20. 
 
 A.  The rationalist message is HOPELESS (12) 
 B.  Denial of resurrection undermines FAITH (13-19) 
 C.  Jesus’ resurrection confirms our FUTURE (20) 
 
III.  The resurrection is a call to VICTORY, 1 Corinthians 15:21-28. 
 
 A.  Death is our destroying ENEMY (21-22) 
 
 B.  Resurrection is our PERSONAL victory over death (22-23) 
 
 C.  Christ will be victorious over ALL (24-28) 
 
The one who believes possesses that victory over death now (see  
1 Corinthians 15:55-57).  This is the promise of the gospel, and it is in 
fact the “good news” found in Jesus!  The resurrection call is the 
summons to believe and receive forgiveness for sin.  This is salvation, 
this is hope, and this is the victory.  Are you believing? 
 
 
 

   
 

 
Review together 1 Corinthians 15:13-19, and discuss the 

things that would be true if the resurrection of Jesus was not true.  
Emphasize the importance of the resurrection to our faith.  Then, 
based on 15:5-10, discuss why Paul was so absolutely certain Jesus 
was resurrected (came to life again).  Make sure children understand 
that the eyewitnesses named were still living when Paul wrote, and 
able to verify that they had seen Jesus alive after He had most 
certainly been dead. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Paul references his life before believing in the resurrected Christ 
(1 Corinthians 15:9) and after believing (10-11). 
 --Review his Damascus Road experience (Acts 9:1-22).  How 
is Saul/Paul’s experience a strong testimony to the truth of the 
resurrection? 
 --What notable changes did the resurrection make in the 
other apostles, from the way they were before and during the 
crucifixion (see Matthew 26, Luke 22), and after seeing Jesus alive 
(Luke 24; Acts 1-2)? 
 --In what way would such changes manifest themselves in 
those who come to believe in the resurrected Jesus today? 
 
2.  Given the reasoning of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19… 

--How important should the resurrection of Jesus be to our 
faith?  Do we see it that way? 

--Why does he say that without resurrection, “we are to be 
pitied more than all men”?  Wouldn’t “all men” be in the same 
situation? 
 
3.  Contemplate 1 Corinthians 15:10.  Beyond salvation, what 
“effect” should the grace of God have in our lives?  What if that 
seems absent?   
 
NEXT WEEK:  Unfinished: The Resurrection Call (Part 2) 
 


