
March 25, 2018                                                   Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished: Order in the Communion Ordinance 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 
 

 
Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and Jesus 
gave us an ordinance for the very purpose of that remembrance—
the Lord’s Supper.  But the observance as practiced by the church at 
Corinth “did more harm than good,” and the very fact that this is a 
possibility should call us to examine our own hearts! 
 
I.  The danger of a COMMUNITY fail, 11:17-22. 
 
 A.  Another kind of DIVISION (17-19). 
 
 B.  The result is worthless WORSHIP (20-21). 
 
 C.  Given the situation, STAY HOME! (22) 
 
II.  The significance of the COMMUNION practice, 11:23-26. 
 
 A.  The SACRIFICE Jesus made (23-24). 
 
 B.  The COVENANT Jesus established (25). 
 
 C.  The PROCLAMATION we make (26). 
 
III.  The responsibility of the INDIVIDUAL participant, 11:27-34. 
 
 A.  The POTENTIAL of guilt (27-29). 
 
 B.  The CONSEQUENCES of guilt (30-32). 
 
 C.  The CORRECTIVE required (33-34). 
 
This week the focus of many, whether believers or not, will turn to 
Good Friday and the crucifixion of Jesus, followed by His 
resurrection.  As we remember His death for our sins, and celebrate 
His victory over death, let’s worship Jesus Christ with an examined 
heart.  Let’s make certain our remembrance and celebration would 
not be “better left undone” because of our own continuation in sin. 
 

 
 
Spend time as a family this week reading through at 

least one gospel account of the lead up to the cross through the 
resurrection (for instance, Matthew chapters 26-28).  Pray for 
deeper appreciation for what Jesus has done to save us, and be 
challenged anew with the call to be disciples of the risen Jesus Christ. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Considering the selfish display taking place as the Corinthian 
believers gathered to worship, what do you suppose their lives 
outside the gathered assembly were like? 
 --What are some of the heart issues behind class divisions?   
 --What right thinking (about self, others, God) would correct 
these heart issues? 
 --Where do you, or have you seen evidence of such divisions 
in the church today? 
 
2.  How would merely correcting the abuses at the Lord’s Table fall 
short of the change that was obviously needed? 
 
3.  “Let a person examine himself…”  This would be the best 
situation, where believers soberly made certain they were right with 
God and their fellow believers. 
 --What would be a good, or the right basis for such self-
examination? 
 --Supposing “one who calls himself a brother” refused 
honest self-examination and continued to sin.  What should happen 
next? 
 --As you examine yourself, are there corrections you need to 
make at the heart level before you participate in the Lord’s Table 
remembrance? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 15, the Call of the Resurrection (Part 1) 
 


