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Unfinished:  Order and Its Symbols 

1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
 
Paul deals with matters of order in public worship in chapters 11-14 of  
1 Corinthians. Every commentator acknowledges the difficulty of 
understanding exactly what Paul means in 11:2-16 (see 2 Peter 3:15-18). 
It is a complex statement involving the interpretation of both semantic 
nuances and ancient cultural practices. Nevertheless, there are clear 
principles of great relevance to the followers of Jesus today. 
 

I.  God has created mankind male and female to be DISTINCT, 11:2-15. 
 

II.  As distinct, men and women have different ROLES, 11:3-7; 13-15. 
 

 A.  The roles are part of God’s ORDER in the world (3). 
 
 B.  The roles may be marked by cultural SYMBOLS, 4-7, 13-15. 

 
 C.  In keeping with established principles, concern for others in 
your cultural context will guide CHOICES. 
 

III.  Though distinct with different roles, men and women are EQUAL and 
INTERDEPENDENT, 11:8-12. 
 
IV.  Men and women should appropriately DEMONSTRATE these truths 
in their cultural context (2, 16). 
 

At the core of this complex issue is attitude, as reflected in the final 
comment in verse 16. The follower of Jesus ought not be contentious, or 
argumentative, and Paul is not going to be.  We ought to do things in a 
way that reflects God’s order and Biblical principles, in keeping with 
accepted customs of the culture. 
 

 

The differences between male and female are obvious, even 
beyond anatomy.  It takes a serious departure from reality 

(the current base-line of our culture) to argue otherwise.  Affirm in a 
family discussion that God has purposefully and intentionally made men 
and women different, yet equal “in the image of God” (Genesis 1:27; 2:18-
24).  Discuss their different roles as naturally evident (father, mother), and 
as God’s revealed order (church and home, 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:21-33).  
Reflect on their interdependence by sharing how members within your 
family are interdependent in practical ways. 

 

 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

 

1.  However you understand this passage, the bottom line is 

plain:  Men and women are different, and that distinction should 

remain evident in the public setting. 

 --How is this being challenged in our day? 

 --What are some of the reasons you can identify for this 

challenge? 

 --What are some of the outcomes resulting from a 

blurring of the male/female distinction? 

 

2.  It is interesting that, though the expectation was that they 

would be “adorned” differently, both men and women are noted 

to “pray” and to “prophecy” (make known God’s message) in 

public worship (see also Acts 21:8-9). 

 --What do you understand this to mean about the role of 

women in public worship? 

 --How have you observed the church to practice this, 

and what questions or concerns do you have about church 

practice in general, or at DCC? 

 --What role does our culture play in our practice? 

 

3.  One of the clear undercurrents through much of Corinthians 

is the interplay between the practice of Christianity within the 

context of a culture. 

 --What should be the basis for the Church (believers) 

evaluating culture and cultural changes? 

 --How should the Church respond to cultural changes 

once the evaluation has been done with respect to its own 

customs or practices? 

 --Is change or adaptation easy?  What often happens 

when changes begin to be introduced? 

 --How should the Church respond to the unbelievers 

around them when they see them changing customs? 

 

NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 11:17-34, Unfinished:  Unworthy 

Worship 
 
 
 



 


