
February 25, 2018                                               Pastor Steve Hardy 
 

Tempered Rights and the Gospel Priority 
1 Corinthians 9:1-27 

 
In this section of Paul’s letter to the Corinthian Church he continues 
responding to concerns they have raised.  Some concerns are 
apparently quite personal, a questioning of Paul’s own apostolic 
authority due to a misunderstanding of his actions.  Specifically, he 
has not exercised some rights that would be his as an apostle.  His 
explanation provides guidance to the serious follower of Jesus. 
 
I.  With our identity we have certain RIGHTS, 9:1-14. 
 
 A.  Paul’s identity as an APOSTLE, 1-2. 
 
 B.  Rights assumed by OTHER apostles, 3-6. 
 
 C.  Rights inherent in SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, 7. 
 
 D.  Rights extended in the LAW, 8-13. 
 
 E.  Rights established by JESUS, 14. 
 
II.  Rights may be set aside for the sake of the GOSPEL, 9:12, 15-23. 
 
 A.  Paul is PURPOSEFUL in relinquishing rights, 12, 15, 18. 
 

B.  He understands Gospel ministry as an entrusted 
STEWARDSHIP, 16-17. 

 
C.  The priority of Gospel ministry tempers RIGHTS and 
LIFESTYLE, 19-23. 

 
III.  True Christian life is PURPOSEFULLY DISCIPLINED, 9:24-27. 
 
Our culture is conditioned to demand rights.  With a completely 
opposite attitude the believer will relinquish rights and modify 
various aspects of his life for the sake of seeing others come to faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
 

                       FAMILY TIME 
 

What does it mean to have a “right”?   

 

 List some “rights” each family member has, and identify who 
grants that right.  (For instance, a child in the United States 
has a right to an education, granted by the government.)  
Think of various contexts:  Family/home, school, society in 
general, the workplace, etc. 

 How is a right different than a responsibility?  What 
responsibilities go with the rights you have listed?   

 Finally, discuss the idea of demanding rights or relinquishing 
rights.  (In the illustration above, some families relinquish 
the right to a government (tax)-paid education for the sake 
of an education they prefer, such as a Christian school 
education).  When and/or why should rights be 
relinquished? 

 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  In our nation “rights” are a foundational principle, as testified to 
in our “Declaration of Independence”. 

 How has this reality impacted attitudes—for instance, the 
matter of an “entitlement” mentality? 

 How has the concept of “rights” been used to shape the 
discussion of moral issues such as homosexual activity and 
abortion? 

 Where do “rights” fall in a prioritizing of national values? 
 

2.  In a Biblical worldview, where do “rights” fall on a priority listing 
of guiding principles for behavior or actions?   

 Based on 1 Corinthians 8 and 9, what concerns have priority 
over rights? 

 What other concerns can you think of that might or should 
take precedent over demanding of rights? 

 

3.  What does it mean to be “purposeful” in relinquishing rights, 
using Paul’s example?  Is doing so necessary for living a faithful life 
before God?  Why would you choose to give up your rights—in other 
words, what things for you are important enough to relinquish 
rights? 
 

4.  Do you agree that a true Christian life is a disciplined life?  What 
statements did Jesus make that would support your answer to that 
question? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 10:1-22, Is the Good Father Pleased? 


