
February 11, 2018                                                                      Pastor Steve Hardy 

Undivided Devotion To The Lord 
1 Corinthians 7:17-38 

 

In answering questions raised by the believers at Corinth about marriage and 
other matters, Paul lays down a general principle that he will then apply to 
marriage and beyond.  This principle provides some basic guidance for the 
follower of Jesus seeking to live for Christ in this often difficult world. 
 

I.  The principle of being CONTENT in your situation, 7:17, 20, 24. 
 

 A.  Contentedness is in the context of God’s SOVEREIGNTY (17). 
 

  It involves God’s “ASSIGNMENT” and God’s “CALLING”. 
 

 B.  Contentedness acknowledges a variety of SITUATIONS  
God may have us in (20, 24; see Philippians 4:4-13). 
 

 C.  Contentedness is made possible through GOD  
(24, Philippians 4:12-13). 
 

II.  The Applications 
 

 Contentedness applies to your various life situations: 
 

RELIGIOUS-SOCIAL situation (18-20). 
ECONOMIC-SOCIAL situation (21-24). 
MARITAL situation (25-29; 32-34; cf. 1-16). 
EMOTIONAL situation (30). 
MATERIAL situation (30-31). 

 

III.  The Intention 
 

 A.  The believer is to maintain UNDIVIDED DEVOTION  
to Christ (23, 35). 
 

 B.  The believer is to walk wisely in PRESENT DISTRESS (26). 
 

C.  The believer is to live in light of ETERNITY (29-31). 
 

 D.  Contentedness is possible in Christ regardless of  
SITUATION (21). 
 

This world is full of distractions, things that would take our attention away 
from Christ, from our devotion and our service to Him.  Instead our attention 
as followers of Jesus should be first to Him, with every other relationship and 
every other thing expressing our undivided devotion to Him. 

 

FAMILY TIME 
Have a conversation in which family members share in 

describing the family’s “situation in life.”   
--What does it mean to see your life situation as “God’s 

assignment” or “calling”?  Why is this important? 

--Are there any aspects of your life situation about which some (or 
maybe all) family members are dissatisfied?  Does this mean they can’t be 
content?  What is the difference (reflect on 1 Corinthians 7:21)? 

--Pick a favorite Bible character and reflect on their situation—was 
it pleasant or difficult?  Were they content or discontent, and why?  How 
did they use their situation, or how did God use their situation, for God’s 
good purposes? 

--What are some ways you can use your family situation to serve 
the Lord?  
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  How fully do you embrace the concept of God’s sovereignty (supreme 
power, control, authority) over our situation in life? 

--Do you accept the idea Paul expresses in 1 Corinthians 7:17, that 
our situation relates to God’s “assignment” and “calling”?  What does this 
mean? 

--How does our personal history, with its opportunities and 
challenges, fit in with this idea?  What about the decisions we have made?  
What about difficult things that were out of our control? 

--To some degree our life situation may be determined by our 
abilities, talents, and skills developed. How does God’s sovereignty factor 
in? 

--If by some means we are able and desire to change our situation 
(see 7:21), what part does God’s sovereignty play? 
 

2.  Imagine the unmarried believer Paul is addressing in 7:9, who “should 
marry” because of passions they can’t control. 
 --Obviously, they are not satisfied.  But can they be content?  How? 
 --If they “should marry,” how would contentedness and undivided 
devotion to the Lord influence their pursuit of a spouse? 
 --Consider the similar situation of a servant who most certainly 
would desire freedom.  Can they be content?  How would that and 
undivided devotion to the Lord influence their pursuit of freedom? 
 --Are there any aspects of your own life situation similar to these 
situations?  Are you content?  In the pursuit of satisfaction, how are you 
maintaining undivided devotion to the Lord? 
 

3.  The “bottom line,” undivided devotion to Christ, applies to many 
situations that may seem to involve “trouble in this life”:  Unmarried and 
desiring marriage; being a servant and desiring freedom; married and 
wanting to be unmarried; and so on.  What can a person do to move their 
“situation” to the “back burner” and focus on devotion to Jesus?  What will 
enable them to be content even while “remaining” as they currently are 
(review Philippians 4:10-13)? 
 

NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Tempered Rights and Love, Pastor Jon 
Pirot 


