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Unfinished:  “Stay Married” 
I Corinthians 7:10-17, 39-40 

 
A guiding principle:  STAY….UNLESS…, v. 17, 20, 24 
  

1. Staying Married is the COMMAND for MARRIED 
believers, vv. 10-13, 39 (cf. 6:20, 7:2; Malachi 2:16; Matthew 5:32; 

19:5-9; Ephesians 5:21-33). 
 

2. Staying Married has a BENEFIT for the REMAINING 
unbelievers, vv. 14, 16-17 (cf. 7:1; 1 Peter 3:1; Romans 11:16; 2 

Cor. 6:14; Genesis 18:26). 
 

3. Staying Married has an EXCEPTION for the believer's 
PEACE, vv. 15-17 (cf. 7:39-40; Rom. 12:18; 14:19; Matt. 10:36). 

 
 

 
 
As in any church today, the church in Corinth had grown 
both through the conversions of married couples together, 

and through one or the other (husband OR wife) coming to Christ.  This had 
resulted in a church made up of "married Christians" (two believers) and 
"mixed marriages" (believer with an unbeliever).   

 What are some challenges that are common in any marriage? 

 What are some additional challenges that face marriages when a 
person committed to Christ marries someone who is not? (vv. 12-
16)? 

 How should those challenges warn a believer considering marriage to 
an unbeliever? 

 As a good and loving Father, God has given instructions to His 
children to help and protect them.  How do God’s instructions about 
a believer marrying an unbeliever reveal His goodness and love (cf. 
Deut. 7:3-4; Prov. 31:30; 1 Cor. 7:39, 9:5; 2 Cor. 6:14)?  

 How are children blessed by a believing parent (7:14)?  Note: being 
made holy does not mean "saved" but "set apart." 
 

 
 
 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY, THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION: 
1. Read Acts 18:1-11.  It is likely that Paul had already discussed some 

of the topics that he addresses in 1 Corinthians, but that the 
Corinthians had misunderstood, leading to their questions (7:1).   

- How might a misunderstanding of 1 Corinthians 6:15-20 and 7:8 
lead someone to believe that dissolving a marriage, especially with 
an unbeliever, was better than remaining married? 

- Summarize Paul's overall argument on God’s intention for 
marriage, and how a believer should view divorce (7:10-17, 20, 24).   

- What is the only exception to remaining married, and who is the 
initiator of the divorce in that case? 

- Is marriage, in any case, ever easy or without challenges?  Is 
divorce?  How should our answer help us to respond with truth in 
love when we face challenges in our own marriages, or in our help 
of others struggling in theirs?     

  
2. Some scholars believe Paul had access to the Gospel of Matthew at 

the time of his letter to the Corinthians.  Even if he didn't, he would 
have learned of Jesus' teaching in Matthew 5:32 and 19:5-9.  With 
that considered…. 

- Why does Paul give a charge in 7:10 and then write "not I, but the 
Lord."  To what is Paul referring?   

- In Jesus' teaching on marriage and divorce, did he explicitly 
address the marriage of a believer to an unbeliever in the local 
church? 

- Why, then, does Paul preface his instruction in 7:12 with "I, not the 
Lord"?  Does Paul mean to say that what he is about to write is just 
his opinion, not Scripture, and therefore, comes with less authority 
(consider 7:40 and 2 Peter 3:16 in your answer)? 

- How should Paul's words influence our response to "red-letter 
Christians" who elevate Jesus' words in red above other Scripture?    

  
3. This chapter has inspired much debate over the topic of divorce and 

remarriage.  Some emphasize 7:10-11 and 7:39-40 and argue against 
remarriage for any case other than the death of a spouse.  Others 
maintain that 7:15 allows a deserted spouse to remarry.   

- Read 7:17, 20, 24 again.  While there are always exceptions, what 
is Paul's main point in this passage?  

- How does this main point advise us on the issue of divorce and 
remarriage? 

- How do the principles of 7:7 (gifting), 7:17 (calling), and 7:35 
(devotion) also influence our perspective on this topic? 

 
NEXT WEEK:  Elders on Retreat; Paul Rohart speaking 

 



 
 
 
 


