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Unfinished:  On Marriage—Is It a Good Thing? 
I Corinthians 7:1-9 

 
After the decision to follow Jesus, probably the most serious decision a 
person makes in life is marriage. The believers at Corinth raised some 
questions about marriage and appropriate behavior within marriage. It is 
easy to understand how, coming from a culture that endorsed unrighteous 
sexual practices and desiring to honor Christ, they might wonder what was 
appropriate and God-glorifying use of the body (see 6:19-20). In addition, 
those who came to Christ needed guidance on the impact of this new 
relationship with Jesus on existing relationships. Paul offers some necessary 
guidance to the serious follower of Jesus-- 
   
I.  It is good NOT to marry, 1 Corinthians 7:1, 6-8. 
 
II.  It is good TO marry, 1 Corinthians 7:2-5. 
 
III.  The marriage decision must reflect your RELATIONSHIP to the Lord, 1 
Corinthians 7:7; 17; 35. 
 
 A.  Understanding the GIFTING of the Lord, 7:7. 
 
 B.  Responding to the CALLING of the Lord, 7:17. 
 
 C.  Maintaining priority DEVOTION to the Lord, 7:35. 
 
Honoring God with your body (1 Corinthians 6:20) is an inclusive expectation 
for the believer, whether married or unmarried. There is a danger in thinking 
either marriage or singleness offer a superior state of being for all believers, 
or that sexual abstinence is a better way to honor God even when one is 
married. God calls us each to honor Him through our obedience to Him, 
understanding the unique place He has for us. 
 
  
Family Talk:  In 1 Corinthians 7:9 Paul uses the word “passion”.   

--What is passion? 
--What are some examples of passion among us as family 

members? 
   (For example, a sport).   
--What kind of passion is Paul referring to in this passage?   
--What does this have to do with the importance and role of 
marriage? 

 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

 
1.  In 1 Corinthians 9:5 Paul will say, in defending his ministry, that he has 
the right to “take along a believing wife”.  But he doesn’t. 
 --From the 1 Corinthians 7:7-9 and 32-35, why does Paul see the 
single state as preferred? 
 --Considering what you know of Paul’s life and ministry, what 
further thoughts do you have about the benefit of a single state in his case? 
 --Is the single state best for everyone—why, or why not?  
Summarize how you understand Paul would answer that question. 
 
2.  God said in Genesis 2:18 regarding Adam, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone.”  The only thing in creation that wasn’t good at the time!  
His remedy was to create woman, and institute marriage. 
 --What was unique about Adam’s situation that has never been the 
same again? 
 --What was God’s obvious plan for mankind that required the 
creation of woman, Genesis 1:26-28? 
 --After Adam, what other opportunities were available to prevent 
man being alone? 
 --What specific opportunities, in addition to marriage, are available 
today to counter aloneness?  Do they work?  Why or why not?  Are they 
sufficient?  Why or why not? 
 
3.  Who owns your body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Corinthians 7:2-4)? 
 --In each case, what brought about that ownership? 
 --In each case, what are the implications or expectations of 
ownership as stated in this passage? 
 --What characteristics of our human nature get in the way of 
fulfilling these implications/expectations?  Are they in our control, or not? 
 --What can or must the believer do about those hindrances that 
are within his control?  What about those he can’t control? 
  
NEXT WEEK:  Unfinished: “Stay Married”, 1 Corinthians 7:10-17, 39-40 

 
 
 
 
 


