
January 14, 2018                                                                        Pastor Steve Hardy 
Unfinished:  Freedom Clarified and Restrained 

I Corinthians 6:9-20 
 

 
Paul has addressed the problem of brothers wronging one another (1 
Corinthians 6:8), and with a word directly connects such behavior with other 
wrongdoing (6:9) which excludes one from inheriting the Kingdom of God!  He 
must confront professing believers at Corinth who have allowed if not 
encouraged moral indifference (seen earlier at 5:1-2) in the name of freedom 
from law. 
 
I.  The believer is SAVED FROM sin, 1 Corinthians 6:9-12. 
 
 A.  Do not be DECEIVED about wickedness, 6:9-10. 
 
 B.  The believer has been actually CHANGED, 6:11. 
 
II.  The believer is SMART ABOUT sin, 1 Corinthians 6:12-13. 
 
 A.  He knows not everything is HELPFUL, 6:12. 
 
 B.  He knows some things may ENSLAVE, 6:12. 
 
 C.  He knows his body belongs to the LORD, 6:13. 
 
III.  The believer is SERIOUS ABOUT his union with Christ,  

1 Corinthians 6:14-20. 
 
 A.  Because of the RESURRECTION he will flee from sin, 6:14. 
 
 B.  Because of ONENESS WITH JESUS he will flee from sin, 6:15-17. 
 
 C.  Because the body is to HONOR GOD he will flee from sin,  

6:18-20. 
 
Deception about the consequences of sin is the oldest lie on record (Genesis 
3:4).  The crafty serpent still whispers, sometimes even through well-
meaning preachers and teachers, diminishing the real danger of continuing 
in sin and dismissing the imperative that one be genuinely, spiritually and 
practically transformed through the power of God.  That transformation 
includes engaging your human will:  Flee from sin! 
 

 
 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Why do you think Paul challenges the professing believers at 
Corinth about deception (6:9)?   
 --What deception are they in danger of?  (Connect back to 
previous sections of Corinthians). 
 --Who is advancing that deception? 
 --What are the possible consequences of falling for the 
lie(s)?  Consider the possible parallel of Matthew 7:21-23. 
 
2.  Read ahead, 1 Corinthians 9.  What concern motivates Paul to set 
aside even legitimate rights and freedom, and to discipline his life in 
living for Christ (9:27)?  Was he just odd, or exemplary? 
 
3.  The apostle under the guidance of the Holy Spirit has been 
addressing things he has heard about the Corinthian church, 
especially confronting sins they have accepted among them.  If he 
were to hear a report about DCC, what would he hear?  If there are 
sins you think he would hear are being accepted, what would they 
be?  What might he say?  What are the potential consequences?  
What should we do? 
 
4.  Union with Christ is a theological reality, and that shared life “in 
Christ” defines what it means to be genuinely saved (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17).  Transformation is the observable evidence of that 
life in Christ.   
 --How aware are you of your union with Christ (A.W. Tozer 
calls it “the believer’s conscious union with Christ”)?  

--What might heighten awareness? 
 --How does that awareness impact your commitment in a 
moment of temptation to flee from sin? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Unfinished: On Marriage, the Need, 1 Corinthians 7:1-9 
 


