
January 7, 2018                                               Pastor Steve Hardy 
“Immanuel:  God Inducts Into Service” 

Matthew 3, 14; Mark 1, 6; Luke 1, 3, 9; John 1, 3 
 

Immanuel, God with us. Hopefully through the Christmas season you have 
celebrated the One who came to save—but do we fully embrace that 
concept? It is an error to reduce salvation to our future glorification and 
residence in heaven alone. Those truly saved have entered a transformation 
process as disciples of Jesus and are now fulfilling the purpose for which God 
created them. 
  
I.  The Disciple’s life is one of PURPOSE, Luke 1:11-17, 76-79. 
 
 A.  John’s purpose was specifically DECLARED, Lk 1:11-17. 
 
 B.  Every disciple’s purpose is INFERRED, see Ephesians 4:7;  
                      2 Corinthians 5:18-20. 
 
II.  The Disciple’s life is one of PREPARATION, Lk 1:15, 80; Mt 3:1-4; Luke 3:2; 
John 1:19-34. 
 

A. Preparation is an inclusive, lifelong PROCESS, Lk 1:15, 80;  
Mt 3:4. 

 
 B.  The preparation process involves identifiable STAGES. 
 
  1.  DISCOVER, “Life IN Christ,” Jn 1:29-34. 
 
  2.  DISCIPLINE, “Life LIKE Christ,” Mk 6:20; Lk 1:15; Mt 3:4. 
 
  3.  DEPLOY, “Life SERVING Christ”, Lk 1:16-17; Mt 3:1-3. 
 
  4.  DESTINY, “Life FULFILLED in Christ”, Lk 3:3-14;  

     Mt 14:1-4. 
 
III.  The Disciple’s life is one of PERFORMANCE, Luke 1:17; Matthew 3:1-12, 
14:1-12. 
 

A. The evidence of discipleship is OBEDIENCE, Mt 28:20;  
Jn 13:35, 14:15, 15:8; James 2:18. 

 
 B.  The disciple’s blessing comes through SERVING, John 13:12-17. 
 
Post-holiday, we settle back into comfortable routines.  Or do we?  Does 
the thought of Immanuel, God with us, encourage you to press on, to fulfill 
the purpose for which you have been created in Christ?  Don’t try to pack 

Jesus away with the decorations!  He is here, and fully worthy of our service 
as his faithful disciples. 
 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Describe: 
 
 --In your own words, in general terms, the purpose of a disciple. 
 --More specifically, the purpose for which you were created by 
God. 
 
2.  In a review of the stages of discipleship: 
 
 --Are the stages sequential, where you finish one and start the 
next?  Explain your answer. 
 --What are some of your life experiences or circumstances that you 
can link to the different discipleship stages? 
 --What do you need to do to either take the next step in the 
discipleship process, or be more faithful as a disciple in your current stage?  
When are you going to do that? 
 
3.  We live in a day when many Christians deemphasize the importance of 
“performance” as a part of what it means to follow Jesus. 
 
 --Why do you think this is so? 
 --Is how we live and what we do essential to what it means to be a 
disciple?  What did Jesus say that makes you think it is or is not? 
 --Explain the statement made by Dallas Willard (in The Great 
Omission: Reclaiming Jesus’s Essential Teachings on Discipleship):  “Grace is 
not opposed to effort, it is opposed to earning. Earning is an attitude. Effort 
is an action. Grace, you know, does not just have to do with forgiveness of 
sins alone.”  (See Titus 2:11-14). 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Corinthians 6:9-20, Unfinished: Freedom Clarified and 
Restrained. 
 

 
 


