
June 30, 2019                                                Pastor Andy McClellan 
“Freedom, as Slaves” 

1 Peter 2:13-17 
 

1.  Our freedom is GIFTED by God, not GRANTED by 
government, v. 11, 16 (cf. John 8:32; Philippians 3:20; Hebrews 
10:32-34, 13:14; 1 Peter 1:1, 17; 2:11; 2 Peter 2:19; Romans 
13:1-4). 
 
2.  Our freedom gives us a CHOICE to obey our Master, not a 
COVER to mask our sin, v. 16 (cf. Matthew 22:21; Romans 6:16-
22; Galatians 5:13; Colossians 3:22, 4:1; 1 Cor. 7:22, 8:9-13). 
 
3.  Our freedom leads us as citizens to HONOR people, but as 
slaves to FEAR God, vv. 16-17 (cf. 1 Pet. 1:17, 22; Rom. 12:10, 
13:1, 7; Ephesians 2:19, 6:6; Revelation 19:5). 

 
Using the cross-references in point #1 
above, discuss the differences between 
the spiritual freedom that a follower of 
Jesus experiences, and the freedoms (and 

“rights”) that are given by a nation’s government.  Can 
government ever truly take away the freedom to worship?  
Freedom to pray?  Freedom to obey God?  How should that 
influence our perspective on the role of government in our 
daily lives as servants of God? 
 
FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY, & DISCUSSION 
1.   Read 1 Peter 2:11-17.  Given the historical context of 1 
Peter, why does Peter need to encourage Christians to submit 
to “human institutions”?  Why would that have been a 
challenge for them?  Does Peter offer any exceptions when 
they should not “be subject” to government (think through this 

one 😉 – what does “for the Lord’s sake” mean in v. 13?)?   
 

2.  How is our submission to government as citizens an 
expression of our obedience to God as His slaves/servants (vv. 
13, 16)?  How does it serve the mission we have been given to 

make disciples of all nations (v. 12, 15)?  What are some 
examples of the “good deeds” that Christ-followers can do that 
lead people to glorify God (vv. 12, 14-15)?  What are deeds 
that Christians do that lead people to speak of Christians as 
“evildoers?” 
 

3. What does it mean in v. 16 to “live as people who are free?”  
Can a Christian in North Korea do this in the same way as a 
Christian in the U.S.?  Why or why not?  What does it look like 
to use that freedom as a “cover-up for evil?”  What does it look 
like to use that freedom as a slave of God (v. 17)? 

 

4.  The U.S. Declaration of Independence states that “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” are “unalienable rights” 
(rights granted by God, not governments).  Is that true?  If so, 
in what way?   If not, then what “rights” are we granted by 
God?  What is the government’s proper role in protecting and 
granting rights?  What is the danger in putting our trust in 
government for our freedoms and rights?  How can that affect 
our mission as servants of God and exiles in this world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


