
June 23, 2019                                                       Pastor Steve Hardy 
Holy, Wholly Holy 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
 
We are called holy and called to be holy, indicating there is 
complexity involved in understanding our transition into the 
very likeness of Jesus. We will grow in appreciation for what 
God has done, and acceptance of what we must do, when we 
get the whole picture of our “sanctification.” 
 
I.  Our POSITION as saints. 
 
II.  Our PROGRESS as saints. 
 
III.  Our PERFECTION as saints. 
 
A puritan writer prayed (as recorded in Valley of Vision), “Teach 
me to see…that sanctification is the evidence of reconciliation, 
proving that faith has truly apprehended Christ…” Our growth in 
holiness affirms both our past justification and our future 
glorification as we follow Jesus! 
 

Identify some household items that are “set 
apart”, like dishes used only for special 
occasions. Discuss what it means in practical 
terms for people to be “set apart”, holy, or 

sanctified.  What are some special purposes for which God has 
called us “apart” in general (all believers), and you in particular 
(think about giftings and other qualities in your lives). 
   
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Paul describes the recipients of 1 Corinthians as sanctified 
(1:2), or “saints”. 

--On what basis can they be described this way?   
--How does the rest of the letter demonstrate that 
being a “saint” does not mean one is practically sinless 
right now (you won’t have to read far)? 

 

2.  What does Paul imply about his role in “becoming” what 
God wants him to become, in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27? What 
specific areas of “body discipline” can you identify in Ephesians 
4:17-5:21? 
 
3.  Paul’s “thorn” in 2 Corinthians 12:7 is one example of how 
the progress of sanctification may involve suffering.   

--How does this relate to hope, and our ultimate 
perfection in sanctification, as Paul describes it in Romans 
8:18-30? 

--How can this be a source of encouragement when 
trials come? 

--What connection might there be between this 
perspective (Romans 8:18, 28-30) and the commands of  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18? 
 
4.  In Colossians 1:21-23 Paul links future perfection in 
sanctification (“holy and blameless and above reproach before 
him”) with continuation in the faith. What relationship do you 
see between “continue in the faith” and progress in the 
process of sanctification? How have you experienced this in 
your life? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  “Freedom, as Slaves” I Peter 2:13-17,  
Pastor Andy McClellan 
 


