
May 12, 2019                                                       Pastor Steve Hardy  
Giving and Gaining Honor 

Ephesians 6:1-4 
 
In the book of Ephesians as in 1 Thessalonians, Paul urges 
believers toward a new way of life impacting every relationship. 
The parent-child relationship is one of those given specific 
instruction, with responsibilities on both sides built on key Old 
Testament teaching in the Law (Exodus 20:12, repeated in 
Deuteronomy 5:16; and Deuteronomy 6:7). 
 
I.  Children are to GIVE HONOR to their parents,  
Ephesians 6:1-3. 
 A.  Instruction begins with the application:  OBEY. 
 B.  This relational imperative flows from the ancient 
command:  HONOR. 
 C.  Such respect comes with a PROMISE. 
 

II.  Parents are to GAIN HONOR from their children, Ephesians 
6:4. 
 A.  Avoid PROVOCATION that would incite dishonor. 
 B. Intentionally NURTURE their relationship to the Lord.  
 

The context of this instruction in the parent-child relationship 
insists that we not do things like the unbelieving world 
(Ephesians 4:17). Our homes are to be places infused with the 
love and grace of Christ, with our practices informed by the truth 
of the Word of God. It is one of the most important places we 
are called to be different because of our redemption in Christ, 
different from those who do not know Jesus. 
 

Biblical theology insists we are all sinners 
(Romans 3:23), with no child or parent 
exempt!  Parents, discuss with your children 
how their sinful thoughts and actions, and 

your own, can interfere with their responsibility to obey and 
your responsibility to nurture. Use actual examples to discuss 
specific ways you can work together to have a home in which 
interactions demonstrate the relationship dynamic that could 
be described as healthy, God-honoring nurture and obedience. 

   
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Why do you think Paul begins with the admonition for 
children to “obey your parents” as he begins applying the 
principle of “walking worthy” (4:1) to family relationships? 
 

2.  The idea of “honor” is to give respect to someone because 
of their position or role.   

--What are some other positions or roles where we are 
called to respond by showing honor? 

--What kinds of things make this difficult—either 
because of the one to be honored, or the one who is to do the 
honoring? 

--How might the attitudes, words, or actions of adults 
toward those they are to show respect to impact the ability or 
willingness of children to honor (show respect to) their 
parents?   

--Have you observed a spirit of disrespect in adults 
toward those they are called (in Scripture) to respect that 
might “grant permission” for children to pick up a disrespectful 
spirit? 
 

3.  Give an example where you as a child felt “provoked to 
anger” or exasperated by your parent.  What brought that on?  
How did you contribute to that situation?  How might that 
have been avoided? 
 

4.  Give an example where you as a parent have “provoked” 
your child to anger or exasperated them.  How might that have 
been avoided?   
 

5.  Honoring your mother on Mother’s Day is hypocrisy if 
honoring her is not part of your life pattern.  In what ways do 
you and will you truly honor her beyond whatever recognition 
she receives on this “special day”? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, “Love the Laborers” 
Pastor Andy McClellan 


