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“Since We Believe…” 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

1.  "Since we believe Jesus died and rose" is the FOUNDATION 
of our CERTAIN hope, vv. 13-14 (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 12-
20). 
 
2.  "Since we believe Jesus died and rose" is the REASON we 
GRIEVE with hope, vv. 13-16 (cf. 1 Cor. 15:20-23; Romans 6:5, 
8:11; Eph. 2:3, 12; 2 Timothy 2:11; Hebrews 2:14-15). 
 
3.  "Since we believe Jesus died and rose" is the 
ENCOURAGEMENT of our FUTURE hope, vv. 17-18 (cf. 1 Cor. 
15:51-58; 2 Cor. 5:8-9, 14-20; Eph. 2:13; Philippians 1:21-23; 
John 3:16; Galatians 1:4; Hebrews 10:18-25). 
 

 
John 3:16 is one of the most well-known 
verses today.  With your family, read John 
3:1-18.  If we say that we “believe in him,” 

what other things are we saying that we believe about Jesus, 
God the Father, and the consequences of belief and non-
belief?  
 
FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY, & DISCUSSION 
1.  C.S. Lewis famously said that a person must choose to 
believe 1 of 3 things about Jesus.  He was either a liar, a 
lunatic, or Lord (some have added “or legend”).  What do you 
believe and why?  What are the implications for a person’s life 
if he or she believes one and not the other (Hint: 1 Cor. 15:12-
34)? 
2. What are some explanations that you have heard regarding 
what happens to a person after death?  Upon what are those 
explanations based?  With what level of certainty are they 
often presented?  How is the Christian claim offer more hope?  
In fact, how is the Christian’s “hope” different from the “hope” 
found in other explanations? 

3.  This section of Scripture (1 Thess. 4:13-18) is often the 
subject of theological discussion and disagreement regarding 
the timing of the Rapture in the sequence of history’s final 
events.  While this passage offers some insight to that 
question, why does Paul include these verses (see context, 
3:10; 4:13)?  To what main point did Paul want the 
Thessalonians (and us) to hold on?   
4.  Paul concludes 1 Thess. 4 with v. 18: “therefore encourage 
one another with these words.”  What does that mean?  How 
do these words bring encouragement to our lives in the 
present as we wait for Christ’s return in the future?   
 
 
 
 
 
 


