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A God-Pleasing Walk 

I Thessalonians 4:3-12 
 

As a relatively young believer at the University of Oregon I had the 
experience of taking honors sociology from a Marxist professor, who 
assigned as reading Max Weber’s book The Protestant Ethic and the 
Spirit of Capitalism. The underlying assumption of the book, 
regardless of his conclusion, is correct:  What we believe (theology, 
doctrine) impacts our behavior. Some might say only that it should, 
but I would suggest how you live really does reflect what you really 
believe.  As believers in Jesus Christ, then… 
   
I.  We are to be PURE, 4:3-8. 
 
 A.  God’s will is that we practice HOLINESS, 3. 
 
 B.  In particular this applies to holy SEXUALITY, 3. 
 
 C.  This requires our personal DISCIPLINE, 4-8. 
 
II.  We are to be LOVING, 4:9-10. 
 
 A.  The first application is to our CHRISTIAN FAMILY, 9. 
 
 B.  We are taught to love beyond our LOCAL CHURCH, 10, 
see Luke 10:25-37. 
 
 C.  You can LOVE MORE, 10. 
 
III.  We are to be RESPONSIBLE, 4:11-12. 
 
 A.  Holiness is reflected in our BUSINESS and WORK, 11. 
 
 B.  There are two desired OUTCOMES, 12. 
 
  1.  RESPECT from others. 
 
  2.  SELF-SUPPORT. 
  
 

These three topics of practical application (of 
our faith to our lifestyle) are worthy of a family 
discussion.  The nature of that discussion will 
vary with the ages of your children.  What are 
you doing to walk in sexual purity, love others, 

and live in a responsible way regarding business and work?  Are 
there any changes in your lifestyle or habits you should make, and 
hold one another accountable for? 

 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  The concept of “avoiding” sexual immorality can reflect the idea 
that you should stay far away from it—don’t go near! 
 --What is it about us that makes it imperative that we don’t 
“flirt” or fail to take sexual integrity seriously?  See 2 Samuel 11-12 if 
you are uncertain. 
 --Read Proverbs 5.  Identify the various negative 
consequences of falling into sexual sin.  (Note, here adultery may be 
illustrative of any kind of sin). 
 --What personal practices, rules or boundaries (disciplines) 
have you established in order to maintain holiness in this area of 
life? 
 

2.  Love for God and for others is obviously a priority, but why does 
Jesus say “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments” (Matthew 22:40)? 
 --“God demonstrates his own love for us…” (Romans 5:8).  
How do you demonstrate your love for God? 
 --How do you demonstrate your love for your brothers and 
sisters in Christ? 
 --How do you demonstrate your love for your neighbor—and 
is it different, or how is it different than the way you demonstrate 
love for your family in Christ? 
 

3.  Paul is definitely meddling when he speaks to our work ethic! 
 --Is Paul “minding his own business”?  Why is it ok for him to 
address this, and what implication does that have for us exhorting 
one another in a similar way? 
 --Of what eternal consequence are his instructions in 4:11-
12? 
 

NEXT WEEK:  (Andy)  Jesus Is Alive!  Celebrate the Resurrection with 
us! 


