
March 24, 2019                                                   Pastor Steve Hardy  
Heart for the Harvest 

I Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 
 

There are moments of rejoicing along the way once a farmer sows 
seed. Getting seeds planted in the warming spring soil is satisfying.  
Seeing the sprouts pushing through the earth is a wonder. Watching 
the plants mature and blossom is exciting. But none of that is 
ultimately rewarding, because the reason for it all is the fruit at the 
end. The farmer’s heart is for the harvest—which is the heart of Paul 
for those he serves. 
 

I.  The harvest is the sower’s REWARD, 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20. 
 
II.  The harvest is the sower’s CONCERN, 1 Thessalonians 3:1-4. 
 
III.  The harvest remains the sower’s GOAL, 1 Thessalonians 3:5. 
 
Paul is conscious of the day he will stand before Jesus, and he wants 
on that day and in that place to have a harvest to present to the 
Master. That harvest is people who are saved by grace through faith 
in response to the preaching of the gospel—sown seed planted in 
good soil, yielding faith that has persevered to the end.  

  
This is an excellent time to plant seeds as a family 
and begin to watch the growth process. If you 
want to be creative, you could try mimicking the 
soils and conditions described in Jesus’ parable 

(Luke 8:4-8) and comparing the results. Take the opportunity to talk 
about the importance of continuation (perseverance), and what kind 
of help we need (like Timothy’s ministry to the Thessalonians) to 
remain faithful. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 
1.  Paul’s description of being “torn away” from the brothers  
1 Thessalonians 2:17) reflects a very painful separation, and he is 
clearly sorrowing that he has not been able to be with them. Why 
does he have these strong feelings?  
How passionate are you about your fellow believers, and how 
important to you is your fellowship with them? How important  
to you is their continuation in the faith? 
 

2.  The apostle is clearly concerned that the afflictions faced by 
believers may have such a negative impact that they are “moved” 
(3:3) by them. In the context of v. 2, where the remedy is to send 
Timothy to “establish and exhort you in your faith”, what do you 
think “moved” means? How does Paul’s expressed concern about  
his own work being “in vain” impact your understanding of what  
he fears might happen? 
 
3.  Would you say you are more focused on seed-sprouting or 
harvest gathering? Put another way, is a profession of faith or 
perseverance in the faith what gives you confidence that “it is well” 
with a person’s soul (even your own)? If a profession of faith is the 
source for such confidence, why does Paul express concern about 
the Thessalonians who had clearly made such a profession?   
 
4.  Hebrews 3:6 and 3:14 state a present reality (“…we are his 
house…” and “We have come to share in Christ…”) conditioned upon 
“holding on,” to our “courage and hope” and “the confidence we 
had at first.” Jesus indicates in John 10:27-30 that those who are 
following him are “held.” Explain your understanding of the 
relationship between “being held” and “holding on.” In any case, 
what does a failure to hold on indicate? Explain the exhortation to 
“brothers” in Hebrews 3:12-13 in the context of Hebrews 3. 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Thessalonians 3:6-13, “Standing Firm” Pastor Andy 
McClellan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK:   
 


