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I Thessalonians 2:14-16 
 

 

I.  The identity of the opposition (1 Thessalonians 2:14-15): 
 

A. Everyone who has opposed God’s redemptive work 
in the whole history of the world is really part of the 
same family (Matthew 23:29-36). 
 

B. They are the children of the serpent (Genesis 3:15, 
John 8:44, 1 John 3:12). 

 
C. Their ultimate victim was Jesus.  

 
Comfort One: Our suffering has been redeemed, since now to 
suffer is to be identified with Jesus in his sufferings; it is to be 
counted worthy of suffering for him who suffered for us. 
 
II.  The evil of the opposition (1 Thessalonians 2:15-16): 
 

A. Those who oppose the gospel oppose the one hope 
of all mankind (Acts 4:12). 
 

B. Those who oppose the gospel oppose the worship 
of God (Revelation 5:9-10). 

 
Comfort Two: Jesus’ death has brought forgiveness to every 
gospel-opposing heart that repents and trusts in him. 
 
III.  The end of the opposition will be God’s wrath (1 
Thessalonians 2:16): 
 
Comfort Three: He will vindicate his people, his gospel, and his 
name. 
 
 
 

 
Read Genesis 3:15 together. Identify the four 
people/groups mentioned: the woman (Eve), 
the serpent (Satan), the seed of the woman 

(Jesus), and the seed of the serpent (persecutors). 
Read Psalm 73 together. What happened to the Psalmist when 
he forgot about God’s perfect justice? How did he re-discover 
God’s justice? What was his response? How does this apply to 
enduring persecution? 
Read Hebrews 12:1-3 together. How is Jesus our model in for 
enduring persecution? What got Jesus through his terrifying 
ordeal? 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

 

1.  Compare Jeremiah 2:30, Nehemiah 9:26, and Matthew 
23:29-36. What is the core idea? How did Jesus develop it 
further? Read Genesis 4:1-16. Compare 4:1 with 3:15. What 
was Eve’s hope about her firstborn son, Cain? When Cain killed 
Abel, how was this an act of war against God’s promise to Eve 
in 3:15? What did God do to maintain faithfulness to his 
promise (Gen. 5:3)? 
 
2.  Read Matthew 22:37-40, Philippians 2:5-11, and John 15:13. 
Contemplate how Jesus’ self-sacrifice was the ultimate act of 
obeying God’s law. Take some time to praise him in prayer for 
this. 
 
3.  Read 1 Thessalonians 2:16 and Psalm 2. Who is God’s wrath 
against in these passages? Why is God’s wrath viewed 
positively in these passages? Why do we tend to view his wrath 
negatively? Why is God’s wrath a necessary part of his 
goodness? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Heart for the Harvest, I Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 
 


