
March 10, 2019                                                   Pastor Steve Hardy  
The Work of the Word 
I Thessalonians 2:13-14 

 
Generally, we are impressed with powerful things, and they 
incite in us an “awe” response.  From fast cars to destructive 
storms, power by nature catches our attention.  “Awe” would 
be an appropriate response in contemplating the powerful 
Word of God, which brings life and blessing to those who truly 
believe! 
 
I.  The Word works because of its NATURE,  
     1 Thessalonians 2:13 (see also 1:5). 
 

II.  The Word works when it is appropriately RECEIVED,  
      1 Thessalonians 2:13. 
 

 A.  It must first be HEARD. 
 

 B.  It must be ACCEPTED as God’s word. 
 

C.  It must be BELIEVED, which is inclusive of 
OBEDIENCE (see also Acts 17:4). 

 

III.  The Word works resulting in confirming EVIDENCE,  
1 Thessalonians 2:14. 
 

A.  The Word at work brings LIFECHANGE, (see also 1 
Thessalonians 1:6-10; Acts 17:4.) 

 

B.  That lifechange impacts various RELATIONSHIPS (see 
also Acts 17:4-9; Matthew 19:29; 10:34-39). 

 
We should expect the Word of God to work powerfully in our 
lives as believers, bringing life itself, the assurance of 
resurrection and heaven.  And beyond that, as with the 
believers in Thessalonica, the transformation brought by the 
powerful Word of God should impact pretty much everything 
in our present experience, as we are changed “more and 
more” into the likeness of Jesus. 

                                        
Discuss together the need every person has 
for the Word of God, with its promise of life 
(you might want to review together 

Romans 10:5-15, and notice Paul’s use of Deuteronomy 30:11-
14, where the nearness of the Word is significant).  How does 
that impact your valuing of ministries such as Bible Translation 
(Wycliffe) and Bible distribution (Gideons)?  How might your 
family become involved in either of these or similar important 
ministries? 
 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Books, books, books!  Discuss the difference between 

“words of men” and the Word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13).  

Given the differences, when are the words of men a positive and 

valuable asset?  When might they actually have a detrimental 

impact on spiritual life and health?  Which do you read more 

and value more, the Bible, or other literature (even thinking 

about “Christian” or other “devotional” books)? 

 

2.  The apostle makes a very clear distinction between 

“receiving” the Word and “accepting” the Word (1 

Thessalonians 2:13).  How did he know that some of the folks 

at Thessalonica had actually gone beyond receiving to accepting 

(review Acts 17:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10)?  How is that the 

same or different from the criteria we (contemporary American 

evangelicals) use to assess whether or not a person is a genuine 

believer (who has not just received, but has accepted the 

Word)?  If different, why is it different? 

 

3.  In 1 Thessalonians 1:5 Paul says the Word (the gospel) came 

“…not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 

and with full conviction.” Reflecting on Luke’s account of 

what happened in the presentation of the gospel at Thessalonica 

(Acts 17:1-9), what is Paul referring to with these descriptive 

terms, and how were they manifested?   

 

NEXT WEEK:  Ezra Dunn, 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16,  

The Long War on the Gospel 

 


