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Methods in Ministry 

I Thessalonians 2:9-12 
 
Rather than thinking the apostle’s ministry in Thessalonica was 
unusual, we should view it as exemplary, offering insight into 
the kind of ministry we ought to have “while we wait.”  Last 
week we noted Paul’s motives in ministry; this week, his 
methods. 
 
I.  Ministry methodology involves GOSPEL PROCLAMATION, 
2:9. 
 A.  The gospel DECLARED, Acts 17:2-3. 
 B.  The gospel SUMMARIZED, 1 Corinthians 15:3-5. 
 C.  The gospel PRIORITY, 1 Thess 1:5; 2:2,4,8,9. 
II.  Ministry methodology involves GODLY CONDUCT, 2:10. 
 A.  A life that is HOLY. 
 B.  A life that is RIGHTEOUS. 
 C.  A life that is BLAMELESS. 
III.  Ministry methodology involves BOLD CHALLENGE, 2:11-12. 
 A.  The minister will EXHORT. 
 B.  The minister will ENCOURAGE. 
 C.  The minister will SOLEMNLY IMPLORE. 
 
Our society is becoming ever more like the secular or idolatrous 
cultural context in which Paul served.  Our methodology should 
be like his, including clear gospel proclamation, lives that are 
godly in conduct, and bold challenge to a very needy people. 

 
In 1 Thessalonians 2:4 Paul says “we have 
been approved by God to be entrusted with 
the gospel…”  Who is entrusted with the 
gospel today (read together 2 Corinthians 

5:17-21)?   Paul goes on to say as those entrusted with the 
gospel, “…so we speak…”  Make sure each family member old 
enough knows and can state the clear gospel in a simple way, 
with appropriate Scripture.  If you would like assistance, the 
pastors would be happy to help, please call us! 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  Take note of each reference to the gospel, and what Paul 
says about it, in 1 Thessalonians 1 and 2.  Summarize his 
relationship to the gospel, and the place it has in his own life 
and purpose.   
 
2.  In other places Paul seems to make the point that his 
message was focused (see 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; see Acts 17:1-3, 
18).  What kinds of issues can we get sidetracked on when we 
are interacting with those who don’t yet believe the gospel?  
Why is it important to keep the message simple, and focused 
on Jesus? 
 
3.  We are saved by grace through faith, not of works—but that 
has sometimes led believers to dismiss the important place of 
righteous conduct in the Christian life.  Paul refers to conduct 
often! 
 
 --What is the important role Paul’s own conduct has in 
his proclamation of the gospel (1 Thessalonians 1:5; 2:9-10)?  
Discuss the harm done to the name and work of Christ when 
professing believers live unholy lives. 
 
 --What is the important role their change in behavior 
has as Paul observes what has happened to the Thessalonians 
(1:610; 2:14)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


