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Motives in Ministry 

 

I Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 

 

 1. Our Motives are TESTED by Our ACTIONS, vv. 1-2, 5, 7-8  
(cf. Acts 16:16-40; 17:5-6) 
 
2. Our Motives are ROOTED in Our BELIEFS. 

a.  About our MESSAGE, vv. 2-4, 8 (cf. 3:2; Romans 1:1, 16;  
          2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Peter 4:17). 

b.  About OURSELVES, vv. 4, 6 (cf. Acts 20:24; 2 Corinthians 
4:5-7; Galatians 1:10; Colossians 3:23-24). 
c.  About our GOD, vv. 2, 4-5 (cf. Matthew 6:1-4; Ephesians 
6:10; 2 Cor. 12:9-10; 1 Timothy 1:16-17). 

 
3. Our Motives are DRIVEN by Our LOVES, vv. 4, 7-8 (cf. Matt. 
6:24; Mark 12:30-31; Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 5:8-15; Gal. 5:13-14; 
James 1:12; 1 John 5:3). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With your family, discuss a visit to the doctor’s office.  What is 
the instrument used to check a person’s heart (stethoscope)?  
Why is this instrument necessary?  What is the doctor looking 
for in listening to the heart?  Paul says that he desires to please 
God “who tests our hearts.”  How is a doctor checking our 
physical hearts like God testing our spiritual hearts?  What is 
God listening for?  How is this connected to our motives?  
What should we do if God reveals to us that our motives are 
selfish or greedy or deceptive (cf. Psalm 51:10)?   
 

  
 
 
 

For Further Thought, Study, & Discussion 
1. How do you think your non-believing neighbors would 

respond the to the following words: “televangelist,” 

“pastor,” “evangelicals”?  How are those words perceived 

in our culture?  Why is that?  How (if at all) does that 

influence your ability to reach out with the Gospel?  How 

does your life contribute (or not) toward that perception? 

2. To what body of evidence did Paul direct the Thessalonians 

to examine as both an example and a defense of his pure 

motives in ministry?  What specifics did he offer in both 

what he did do and didn’t do?  Think about your own life.  If 

someone were to question the authenticity and purity of 

your motives for serving or reaching out to them, would 

there be enough evidence to convict or acquit you?   

3. What does Paul mean in 2:4 by “God who tests our hearts” 

and in v. 5 that “God is witness”?  How does the belief that 

God tests our hearts influence our motives?  What must we 

believe about God to not be motivated by a desire for glory 

from people (v. 6; cf. Heb. 11:6)?  Do you find yourself 

tempted to seek the approval of people instead of seeking 

to please God (v. 4)?  What might that reveal about areas 

where you might need to “build” on your faith?   

4. What does it look like to share, not only “the gospel of God 

but also our own selves, because you had become very 

dear to us?”  Have you been sharing the gospel of God with 

anyone?  Have you been sharing yourself with them as 

well?  Why or why not?  What does or what could that look 

like in your relationships with neighbors, co-workers, 

classmates, etc.? 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:  1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 – Methods In Ministry 

 


