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A Strong Church in a Tough Neighborhood 
1 Thessalonians 1:1; Acts 17:1-10 

 

In America, in 2019, the followers of Jesus who embrace a Biblical morality 
are justifiable concerned. The social and cultural context we find ourselves in 
is turning completely away from things we hold as truth, and from things we 
see as simply the conclusions of rational thinking. Opposition to believers 
collectively, as the Church and its associated institutions, involves new 
challenges to our freedom to live according to our beliefs. How can the 
Church weather the gathering storm? 
 
I.  The reality of life as a believer in a tough neighborhood. 
 
 A.  The EXTERNAL challenge of opposition to our faith, Acts 17:5-9; 
13. 
 
 B.  The INTERNAL challenge of opposition to our faith, Acts 17:1-4; 
11-12; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. 
 
II.  Finding strength as a believer in a tough neighborhood. 
 
 A.  Strength is built upon a TRUTH FOUNDATION, Acts 17:2-3; 11; 1 
Thessalonians 1:5-6. 
 
 B.  Strength is established in a GENUINE FAITH, Acts 17:4; 12; 1 
Thessalonians 1:6-10; 2:13-14; 3:6-8. 
 
 C.  Strength is encouraged by a SUPPORTIVE FELLOWSHIP, Acts 
17:10; 14-15; 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5; 3:11-13. 
 
The apostolic perspective on life in this world echoes the words of Jesus, “in 
this world you will have trouble (John 16:33). But the apostles by word and 
example also echo his assurance that peace can be found in spite of the 
opposition we will face from those who hate Jesus and also his followers. We 
must remain rooted in truth, persevering in faith, and together in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does it mean to be strong?  Discuss the idea of 
physical strength, and then move to what it means to 
be strong in character, and strong in faith.  How does 
the physical strength of a structure or of a person 
enable them to withstand resistance or opposition?  

How does strength of character and of faith enable one to stand against 
those who resist or oppose our beliefs?  What do you need to do to grow 
strong, especially in faith? 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  To this point in our country opposition to the practice of our faith has 
not often resulted in physical violence (as in Acts 17:6 and other places). 
 --If you do not regularly do so, pick up a prayer guide at our 
missions wall from Open Doors or Voice of the Martyrs.  What are brothers 
and sisters experiencing in other parts of the world?  Spend some time in 
prayer for them! 

 
--What kind of opposition is the church in America facing?  Who is most in 
danger from this opposition, and what should families and churches be 
doing so they can stand? 
 
2.  Have you ever felt like you were doing what God wanted, but then 
trouble came? 
 --Often a first thought when difficulty comes is that we must have 
messed up or stepped out of God’s will.  Why is that?  What basic thinking 
is behind that interpretation of trouble? 
 --Review Exodus 3-5.  Were Moses and Aaron doing what God told 
them to do? 
 --Should Moses have been surprised by opposition?  Think through 
the situation from Pharaoh’s perspective, and also see Exodus 4:21.  (Note:  
It is a good practice to consider why someone is in opposition based on 
their background and perspective, and why that might seem reasonable to 
them). 
 --Where is Moses’ mind and heart in Exodus 5:22-23?  Have you 
had similar thoughts?  What is the positive side of what Moses is doing here 
(hint:  Is he talking to his wife, or Aaron, or someone else?) 
 
3.  Read through 1 Thessalonians (it is a short book, really).  We are 
presenting and will be seeing this church as a strong church.  But is it a 
perfect church?  Do they have room to grow?  What should we as a church 
or as individual believers “take away” from this basic understanding of the 
nature of the local church in Thessalonica? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  1 Thessalonians 1:2-5; cf. Rev 17:14 – Chosen and Faithful 
Saints 


