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Dear Marion School District Parents Guardians, 

The Marion School District Campus Safety Dept would like you to know that your child’s safety is our primary 

concern.  Whether attending classes, staying around for athletic practice, or attending a sporting event, we want 

to assure you that we have your best interests at heart, and are taking every precautionary measure to ensure 

you and your child’s safety while visiting our campus. 

While safety on our campus is our primary concern, it is also everyone’s responsibility.  There are steps that we 

all can take when it comes to the safety of children and our community.  

● Be vigilant in our day to day activities. Although we live in a small close knit community we should 

remain vigilant not only within our schools, but within our communities. If your child has begun to hang 

out with friends you have never met, have a dialogue with your child and make yourself acquainted with 

their new friends. 

● Monitor your child’s mobile devices. We live in a very tech savvy world where there are numerous ways 

of communicating, and for our children to communicate. We must assure that our  children are 

communicating with who they say they are, and not some predator that they shouldn’t be. 

● If you SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING. Whether you are in your neighborhood or our campus, it is 

everyone’s responsibility to report suspicious activity. Do not be concerned of how small or relevant 

your concern may be. Reporting concerns of rumors or suspicious or criminal activity is not being a 

“snitch” it is assuming your responsibility to your school district and your community in preventing bad 

things from happening and keeping everyone safe. 

I encourage students and parents to download our School’s new safety app” MSD Protect.” This app can is 

compatible with Android and Apple products and can be found in the APP store on your device. Should you 

have any questions or need any assistance please feel free to contact of Campus Safety Office. Let's continue 

to work together, and assume our individual responsibility in keeping our communities and schools safe. 

John Evans 

Marion School District 

Director of Campus Safety  
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Introduction 

 
 
While we all wish that our world was a safe place for everyone, 
unfortunately, unsafe and scary situations sometimes occur.  You may live 
in an area where there are tornadoes or earthquakes, or perhaps bullying 
or fighting is something that occasionally happens at your child’s school. 
 
There will always be occurrences that are out of our control.  However, we 
do have control over how we react and/or deal with them. And there are 
always steps we can take to help reduce the likelihood of “bad things” 
happening. 
 

 
 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
You are the most important influence in your child’s life, and 
you play a key role in helping your child learn how to make 
smart choices and decisions. 
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At School 

 
While violence seems to be everywhere - in the news, movies, television, 
and video games - violence and crisis situations in schools are rare.  

Marion School District has undoubtedly taken additional measures over the 
past several years to ensure student safety. 
 
Talk to your child to make sure that he/she feels safe at school.  

 

If your child doesn’t feel safe for any reason, find out why and talk about 
what you can do to change that.  If you have safety questions or concerns, 
share them with your school administrator.  You are your child’s advocate! 
 
The teachers and educators in the Marion schools not only want all Marion 
students to feel safe, they also want parents to know that student safety is 
a top priority.  
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See Something - Tell Someone 

 

Make sure your child knows that if he/she sees something strange, 
suspicious, or dangerous that it’s important to report it. 
Remind your child that reporting something isn’t “snitching” or “ratting”.  It’s 
taking measures to keep everyone safe.  
 

Encourage your child to report any of the following to a teacher, counselor, 
or administrator: 
 

★ Some in school who isn’t usually there, or who is acting in a way that 
makes your child feel uncomfortable. 

★ Threats or “hate speech” posted online. 
★ A student being bullied or harassed. 
★ Rumors of someone planning to bring a weapon to school. 
★ Someone talking about doing harm to him/herself or to others. 
★ Anything else that’s of concern to your child. 
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School Safety Drills

 

Safety drills are meant to prepare students if an emergency or crisis 
actually happens.  Too often, students don’t take these drills seriously, and 
instead use them as opportunities to take a break from class - or to joke 
around with friends. 
 
Lockdown drills help students know what to do in case there’s cause for a 
real lockdown, and evacuation drills teach students how to quickly leave 
the building in an orderly manner - so confusion and chaos are avoided. 

Whenever our MSD campuses have a safety drill, ask your child to tell you 
about the procedures that were followed, and to describe what happened. 
Also ask your child if he/she finds safety drills upsetting in any way.  
 
Safety drills are designed to keep students safe, but unfortunately, they can 
cause anxiety in some students.  If you have concerns regarding how drills 
are affecting your child, reassure him/her that these drills are completely 
precautionary.  If your child seems to be overly anxious or concerned about 
his/her safety, talk to your child’s counselor, principal, or physician. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about specific emergency/crisis 
procedures at your child’s school, be sure to contact a school administrator.   
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Bullying

 

You can probably remember being picked on or teased at some point in 
your youth.  It was generally seen as part of growing up.  But the world is 
very different today.  Too many students are dealing  with bullies, not only 
at school, but also online - which can happen 24/7. 
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If your child is a target

 

Be aware 

Many children don’t tell their parents they’re being bullied because they are 
afraid, embarrassed, or worried their parents will overreact.  If you notice 
any of the following, ask your child if someone is causing  problems for 
him/her at school or online. 

★ Suddenly more anxious, quiet, insecure, or withdrawn 
★ Drop in grades 
★ Refusing to go to school 
★ Loss of appetite or complaints of illness 

 
Listen to your child 

If your child tells you he/she is being harassed or bullied, have your child 
explain what has happened, when and where it occurred, who was 
involved, and how often it’s happened.  Make printouts of anything that’s 
been sent or posted online.  
 
Listen, be supportive, and together discuss how to best handle the 
situation.  
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To and From School 

 
You and your child are probably so used to the routine of traveling to and 
from school that neither of you give it much thought anymore.  But whether 
your child walks, bikes, or rides to school, make sure that your child is 
taking basic safety precautions.  

If your child walks to school... 

If possible, encourage your child to walk with other students rather than 
alone.  Remind your child to always pay attention to who/what is around, 
and not to wear earbuds or headphones, or walk looking down at his/her 
phone.  
 
Bikes to school... 

Make sure your child has a properly fitting helmet, a bike in good working 
condition, and bright colored clothing to wear.  
 
Rides the bus... 

Remind your child to stay in his/her seat, keep the aisle clear, and to obey 
the driver’s rules. 
 
Drive/rides in a car... 

Remind your child  to always wear a seatbelt.  If your child is driving, 
encourage him/her to leave early enough to avoid being rushed, and to 
NEVER text and drive. 
 
Young people will most likely consider a discussion on any of the above as 
a “parent lecture” they won’t want to hear; however, your child will hear 
what you say -- and know that his/her safety is important to you.  
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In the Neighborhood 

Encourage your child to tell you or another adult if he/she sees something 
suspicious or dangerous.  
 
We are all safer when people are willing to speak up! 
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Online 

 
Technology is everywhere today.  Your child has access to all kinds of 
images and information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  While this access 
opens up many wonderful doors, the explosion of technology and social 
media also presents new challenges.  
 

This to consider… 

★ There is so much online that’s inappropriate and possibly harmful 
(violent videos, pornography, etc..)  If you’re concerned about where 
your child is going online, look for ways to monitor his/her 
phone/online activities.  If you need assistance, contact your phone 
and/or internet provider, or search online for “parental controls”. 

★ There are unsavory people online.  Remind your child to never put 
personal information online, and to never meet someone he/she has 
met online face to face.  

★ 50% of teens say they feel addicted to their devices.  Technology 
provides a level of interest and stimulation that real life often can’t 
compete with.  Set guidelines and limits; and encourage your child to 
unplug and pursue “offline” activities.  

★ There is an illusion of connection.  While young people THINK they 
are connecting with others when they are texting, they’re often not 
aware of the limitations of these connections.  Encourage your child 
to put his/her phone aside and engage in real-life connections.  
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Risky Behaviors 

 

Talk about it... 

Find “teachable moments” to talk about the dangers of alcohol and drug 

use.  Be clear about your position on these substances -- and the 
consequences for using them.  One discussion about drugs and alcohol is 
not enough. 
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The social scene 
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In Closing 

 
As children grow and become increasingly independent, it’s more important 
than ever for them to make choices and decisions that will keep them safe 
-- at school, online, when out with friends, and in the neighborhood.  
 
Encourage your child to be aware, to be smart -- and to put into practice 
the safety measures that he/she has been taught.  
 
“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our 
youth for the future.” ~Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For questions about the policies or any of the referenced information contact: 
Marion School District Central Office, 200 Manor Street, Marion, AR 722364, 870-739-5100 
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