
 

FROM THE EAGLE’S NEST                                                                             
a monthly newsletter from Damascus Christian School August 2015 

 
 

Introduction to this Newsletter 
My name is Zachary Davidson.  I am pleased, as the new Principal of Damascus Christian School, 

to officially greet you all.  I am also pleased to announce that I will be sending home a monthly 

newsletter, such as the one you’re reading, to keep you abreast of news and upcoming events 

as well as to promote academic successes and outreach opportunities.  

 

Recent News 
SAFETY UPDATE:  At the 2014 auction, we raised approximately $30,000 for facility upgrades and staff training 

related to ensuring the safety of our students.  After consultation from several professionals in both law 

enforcement and education, we have taken the following steps: 

1) We have limited access points into our building from 23 to 10. 

2) Locks have been replaced, so all classroom and office doors can be internally locked during a lockdown. 

3) Safety procedures and protocols have been written and are posted in each room. 

4) Teacher training on active shooter situations and drills for other situations have occurred. 

5) Handheld radios are being used to maintain effective communication during emergencies and drills. 

6) Student supervision by staff has been increased before, during, and after school. 

While these steps improve safety on our campus, we seek additional input from you. An open forum will be held 

to discuss remaining safety concerns and how to best steward the remaining funds from the 2014 auction.  

NEW STAFF: We have added to our eagle family.  Please welcome our new staff members and pray for them 
throughout the year as they use their skill sets to minister to our students.   

 Jonathan Meyers (secondary social studies)  

 Bradley Davis (secondary math)  

 Brittney DiVincenzo (secondary Spanish)  

 Elaine Milsark (junior high science and electives)  

 Zachary Davidson (DCS principal)  

 

Upcoming Events 
Coming up on September 17th, DCS will be hosting a dinner and orientation for all families.  Please note that our 
traditional format is changing.  We would like the whole family to join us at 6:00 p.m. for a free dinner put on by 
the DCC Elders.  You will have time to eat, chat with staff and other families, and visit your children’s classrooms.  
At 7:00 p.m., parents will congregate in the auditorium for a short presentation by Principal Zachary Davidson 
while children/students will be supervised in the gymnasium.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 Orientation for new parents is August 27th.  

 The 11th and 12th graders will depart for Washington, D.C. and Yellowstone on August 28th.  

 First day of school for 9-10th graders will be September 1st.  
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 First day of school for K-8th graders will be September 8th.  

 All-school Dinner and Orientation (new format!) will be September 17th at 6:00 p.m.  

 All-school work day will be September 19th from 9-12 p.m.—FREE lunch provided!   

 School Pictures will be taken September 22nd.  

 Come to the DCC Women’s Retreat at Cannon Beach September 25-27th.   

 

Staff Spotlight:  Lori Jackson 
I am excited to begin my 16th year at Damascus Christian School!  I have been teaching 

since graduating from Southern Oregon University in 1989.  I have taught several different 

elementary grades over the years and team-taught half days when my sons were very 

small.  I have had the blessing of being able to teach in 3 Christian schools throughout my 

teaching career. 
 

I grew up on Mt. Scott and attended school in the David Douglas District.  I attended 

George Fox University my freshman and part of sophomore year.  I met my husband, Sean 

Jackson at school, married him during Christmas Break of 1985, then moved to southern 

Oregon, and completed my education at SOU.  I taught in Southern Oregon until 2000, when we made the move 

to Portland to be closer to my aging parents.  I believe the Lord sovereignly orchestrated bringing our family to 

DCS.  It has been a huge blessing for us all!  Our sons both graduated from DCS and are grateful for their time here 

and for the teachers and friends who invested so much in their lives.  Our oldest, Justin, should graduate from 

Oregon State University next spring, and our other son, Luke, will be a junior at Corban University in Salem.   
 

When I am not teaching, I enjoy crafting and scrapbooking, reading, riding my bike and spending time with my 

husband and our boys.   We love traveling and exploring new places together.  I also enjoy trying to find new ways 

to inspire a life-long love of learning in my second graders.  Of all the grades I’ve taught, second is my absolute 

favorite!  God has gifted us with His incredible creation and minds to comprehend so many things, that learning 

should (at any age) be a joyful adventure!  I am so grateful to get to teach at a school filled with fellow colleagues 

and wonderful, supportive parents who love the Lord and encourage each other to be all that God has called us to 

in this wonderfully challenging mission!  You’re in our prayers for an amazing and blessed school year! 

 

Financial Update 
Our budget for this coming year is based on a student population of 200.  Currently the school has 189 students 

enrolled with several more in the registration process.  While we do seem on pace to garner 200+ students and to 

maintain the budget, we have identified two areas of need that will draw our financial attention and resources—

technology and facilities.  In particular, technology concerns include the server, firewall, switches, limited Wi-Fi 

capabilities, and aging machines.  We were able to raise over $16,000 in last year’s auction to address our 

technology needs and are currently pursuing grants to cover remaining costs.  In reference to facilities, it is clear 

that space needs to be increased to comfortably accommodate students and staff and countless items need to be 

repaired or replaced.  As a result, the church is in the beginning stages of examining a building campaign, which 

would update the facilities and better utilize our space.  Both of these areas are very complicated and the church 

and school would appreciate your prayers as we seek to develop both short-term and long-term solutions to 

enhance the education of your children. 
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Outreach Opportunities 
This fall our 9-12th graders will participate in Living Classrooms, a week filled with unique experiences that allow 

for experiential learning.  One such outing on September 1st will allow 9th graders to be the visible presence of 

Christ while they work on festivities for the Keaton Coffee Memorial Highway dedication.  Similarly, the 10th grade 

class will be serving the local community on September 4th by cleaning up Centennial Park in Damascus.  

 

Please join other DCC and DCS families at our All-School Work Day (Sept. 19th) from 9 

a.m. to 12 p.m.  We have jobs ranging from clean-up crews to painting, so there are BIG 

and small jobs available for the whole family.  Experience is not needed but is definitely 

invited!  Lunch will be provided for all participants!  

 

Plan now to attend and even help facilitate at our annual Harvest Festival (Oct. 31st).  Hundreds of community 

members will enter our gymnasium turned carnival that night looking for a safe alternative to Halloween’s trick-

or-treating.  Parents and even secondary students are invited to help manage a game booth.  If you are interested, 

keep your eyes open for future information or contact Rachel Davidson at 503-290-9393. 

 

Sport Highlights 

This past summer, our students were very busy attending camps and even running camps 

for the community.  Camps offered through DCS included drama, basketball, volleyball, 

and the DCC Undefeated Sports camp, which also included soccer.  Hundreds of kids 

attended these camps and were taught skills and invaluable lessons of hard work and 

teamwork.  In addition, numerous athletes acknowledged they were interested in talking 

with someone about accepting the Lord as their Savior!!  Thank you to all who helped volunteer putting on these 

camps! 

We are excited to have our student athletes back on campus.  DCS will be able to offer 

co-ed soccer and volleyball this fall.  Unfortunately, we did not have enough students to 

field a cross-county team due to student interest and participation.  The junior high 

sport season begins with games on September 8th, the high school season opens with 

games on September 10th, and the elementary season opens on September 15th.  We 

look forward to seeing your face in the crowd supporting our Eagles! 

 

 

 Zachary Davidson 
Principal, Damascus Christian School 

 
Website:  www.dcs4you.org/ 

Email:  zach.davidson@damascuscc.org 
Address:  14251 SE Rust Way, Damascus, OR 97089 

Phone:  (503) 658-4100 

Damascus Community Church 

Sunday Services:  8:15 & 11:00 AM 

Community Groups:  9:45 AM 

Children's Sunday School:  8:15, 9:45 & 11:00 AM 
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