
Maranacook Education Foundation 

Announces 2015 Grant Awards 

  
  
The Maranacook Education Foundation (MEF) is pleased to announce the 2015 recipients of its 
competitive grant program.  Five awards will be distributed this year. 
  
Christy Owens, Kindergarten Teacher from Mt. Vernon, will receive $750.00 for her project, 
"Do you want to come play with me?"  She will use funds to install a Buddy Bench on the 
playground.  The purpose of the bench is to foster friendships on the playground, spread the 
message of inclusion and kindness, develop camaraderie during recess and playtime, and teach 
children how to become caring, considerate citizens. 
  
Cami Wilbert, Education Coordinator with the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed, will receive 
$750.00 for her project, “Watershed Science Program for Maranacook Schools.”  The intent of 
this project is to bring highly adaptable lessons that interweave science, social studies, language 
arts and math together, within the context of the local watershed.  These programs will be 
provided free of charge to RSU 38’s K-8 student population. 
  
Susan Lockhart, Literacy Specialist for Mount Vernon and Wayne Elementary Schools, will 
receive $300.00 for her project, “Did I Do That? Using Videotaped Lessons as a Teaching 
Tool.” She will purchase technology equipment for students to analyze their own videotaped 
oral reading to improve fluency. The tool will also be used to foster professional development 
collaboration among teachers who will analyze their own videotaped lessons. 
  
Maria Rungi, Literacy Specialist at Readfield Elementary School, will receive $900.00 for her 
project,“Engaging Students in Reading and Writing through Digital Storytelling.”  She will 
purchase IPads for her students to create, narrate, and share their stories with classmates and 
family.  Students will study narrative elements such as structure, character development, 
conflict/resolution, cause and effect, dialogue, and mood.  They will also ge the chance to 
practice digital illustrations. 
  
Ranae L'Italien, Executive Director of the Kennebec Valley YMCA, will receive $1000.00 for her 
project, “Camp KV Literacy Program.”  Camp KV will use funds to purchase literature as part of 
a larger project involving the creation of a literacy cabin at Camp KV. This will be a place where 
campers can experience reading and writing in a relaxed environment. Inside would be age 
appropriate, multi-genre books along with journal writing materials and other learning 
resources. Visits to the literacy nook will be regularly scheduled into each camper’s day. 
Literacy activities will be intentionally incorporated into other camp sessions. Collaborations 
with local authors and librarians will be coordinated for special read-a-louds, creation of Story 
Walks on hiking trails, and skit creation. The program’s goal is to reduce the reading 
achievement gap among campers. 
  



The Maranacook Education Foundation, founded in 2006, is a non-profit organization serving 
the communities of Fayette, Manchester, Readfield, Mt. Vernon, and Wayne.  Its grant program 
seeks to support innovative educational initiatives that can’t be funded through the district 
school budget. Since its inception, the MEF grant program has donated over $22,000 to local 
projects that benefit learners of all ages.  The foundation relies on the generosity of individual 
and business donors who support education. Anyone interested in contributing may find more 
information at http://mef.maranacook.org or on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/maranacookeducationfoundation. 
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