
Pierson High School’s 
Hannah Tuma and Emily 
Hallock have earned the top 
spots as valedictorian and 
salutatorian of the Class of 
2019, respectively, through 
their outstanding academic 
achievements. Both share a 
commitment to excellence and 
their community, but have a 
different perspective on their 
high school years.

Hannah Tuma joined 
Pierson in her sophomore year 
and embraced new academic 
opportunities, extracurricular 
activities and the chance to 
“get out of her comfort zone.” 
Hannah, who will attend the 
University of Virginia in the 
fall, said she once had a specific 
career path mapped out, but 
her experiences at Pierson 
opened up new possibilities. In 
addition to her stellar academic 
career, she is co-founder, 
administrator, and editor of 
the school’s newspaper, The 

Hypothetical; is a member 
of the National Honor 
Society; served as a Model 
United Nations delegate; and 
was co-captain of the Lady 
Whaler’s volleyball team. The 
valedictorian is the recipient of 
the American Legion Chelberg 
and Battle Post #388 Memorial 
Scholarship and New York 
State Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence.

“Over the years, I’ve 
challenged myself with 
the hardest classes and the 
International Baccalaureate 
program at Pierson,” Hannah 
said. “It’s rewarding to realize I 
can not only handle the course 
load and pressure, but excel.” 

Salutatorian Emily Hallock 
will bid farewell to many 
schoolmates that she has 
known since Kindergarten. 
She too has challenged herself, 
taking up to five science classes 
per day. She plans to study 
biomedical engineering at 

Duke University in the fall. 
She chose Duke because of its 
diversity and location. 

“I wanted a place with 
great academics, but also an 
environment that I would 
like to live in for the next four 
years,” she said.

Emily is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
Bridgehampton High School’s 
competitive cheerleading 
team. She received the New 
York State Scholarship for 
Academic Excellence, the 
Lions Club Scholarship, and 
the Good Citizen award from 
the Southampton Colony 
Chapter of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.
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HigHest AcHievers



Oh, the Places They’re Going! 
Members of the Class of 2019 were accepted into 164 colleges and 

universities from coast to coast and beyond – ranging from Stony Brook and 
Hofstra universities to California State and Hawaii Pacific universities. The 
students have chosen to continue their educational career at the following 

institutions in the fall of 2019! 

American University

Binghamton University

Borough of Manhattan 
Community College  

of the CUNY

Boston College

Chapman UniversityClarkson University

Cornell University

Drexel University

Duke University

Eckerd College Elon University

Lehigh University

Lynn University

Marist College

Pace UniversityPlymouth State 
University

Purdue University

Quinnipiac University

Roger Williams University

San Diego State 
University

School of Visual 
Arts

St. John’s University

St. Olaf College

Stony Brook University

Suffolk County 
Community College

SUNY College at 
Geneseo

SUNY Morrisville

SUNY Purchase College 

Temple University

The American Musical 
and Dramatic 

Academy

The George 
Washington University

The University of Edinburgh

The University of the Arts

Tufts University

Universal Technical 
Institute/Motorcycle 
Mechanics Institute - 

Florida
University of Maryland,  

College Park

University at Albany, SUNY

University of South Carolina

University of Southern 
California University of  

St. Andrews

University of Vermont

University of Virginia

Vassar College

Wake Forest University

West Virginia 
University

Class of 2019
Opportunities Await for

As friends and family gathered on 
the beautiful lawn in front of Pierson 
Hill to watch the Class of 2019 
graduate, even the weather seemed to 
know it was a special day as the storm 
clouds held back.

During the ceremony,  Valedictorian 
Hannah Tuma talked about the 
solid foundation of friendship and 
academics that helped prepare them 
for the future. She encouraged her 
classmates to take risks, challenge 
themselves and embrace the unknown. 
Salutatorian Emily Hallock advised 
the graduates to have passion for 
their future endeavors, “do it from 
the heart,” and not be afraid to lead 
from behind to make sure others are 
not forgotten. 

Over $150,000 in scholarships 
from local and regional organizations 
were awarded at the ceremony. Also 
of note, the following diplomas were 
conferred by Sag Harbor Schools 
Superintendent Katy Graves: 24 
Regents, 18 Regents with Advanced 
Designation, 25 Regents with 

Advanced Designation with Honors, 
six diplomas with Career and Technical 
Education endorsements, and 18 
diplomas endorsed with Mastery in 
Science. Ms. Tuma and Ms. Hallock 
received Regents diplomas with 
Advanced Designation with Honors 
and Mastery in Math and Science.

Guest speaker journalist Carl 
Bernstein was honored to share a 
bit about his personal journey and 
finding his passion for his life’s work 
when he started as a “copy boy” at 
the Washington Star. He said the 
students’ diplomas were a ticket to 
the future, and they should no longer 
be compelled to take what others say 
is the right path. “Make the most of 
your opportunity when it presents 
itself,” he said. 

After the Class of 2019 was 
officially recognized, the graduates 
eagerly took the traditional run up 
the Pierson Hill to the flag pole where 
they proudly tossed their caps into 
the air and sent up a collective wish 
for a happy and successful future.
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The Pierson Middle School 
eighth graders officially 
moved on to high school 
on June 20. As the 
students gathered for the 
ceremony that marked 
a pivotal milestone 
on their path toward a 
bright future, they held 
on to their last moments 
together. 

During the ceremony, the 
students shared their thoughts on the past, present and 
future, and listened to wisdom from Pierson High School 
Valedictorian Hannah Tuma, who advised them to challenge 
themselves, step outside of their comfort zone and embrace 
the opportunities ahead.

Eighth grader Chloe Lucyk talked of growing closer during 
school trips to Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania, and 
teachers opening their eyes to new opportunities. 

Classmate Meredith Spolarich compared their present to a 
painting: “It’s each detail that makes a work of art beautiful, 
so don’t miss the little moments.” Student Emily Squires 
thanked the teachers and summed up their excitement and 
hope for the future with a quote from Wayne Gretzky, “You’ll 
miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.”

Before presenting the moving-up certificates with eighth 
grade advisor Rich Terry, Pierson Middle School Principal 
Brittany Carriero thanked the students, Sag Harbor Board 
of Education members, Superintendent Katy Graves, the 
administrators, families and parents, and said, “The students 
are amazing; we love them, and thankfully, we get to follow 
their success through high school.” 

On June 21, the Sag Harbor fifth grade class celebrated 
moving up to Pierson Middle School. Parents, families, teachers 
and staff were on their feet to greet the students as they entered 
the gymnasium to a song that fit the bittersweet mood, “I’ll 
Always Remember You,” from Disney’s “Hannah Montana.”

After the Pledge of Allegiance and a beautiful rendition of 
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” the students shared their favorite 
memories of elementary school, from the Morning Program 
helping them put their best foot forward, to reading aloud to 
their Kindergarten buddies, to the hands-on classroom projects. 

Principal Matthew Malone and Assistant Principal Betty 
Reynoso then presented the fifth graders with their certificates 
and congratulated them on reaching an important milestone on 
their academic and personal journey.

Mr. Malone also thanked the teachers, parents and 
administrators for their role in helping the students maximize 
their elementary school experiences. Reflecting on his drive to 
the school that morning, he said he was reminded of the people 
and sense of community that make Sag Harbor a special place 
to live, learn and thrive. He pointed to the gym’s walls and 
decorations, which showcased the 
students’ work throughout the 
school year, and said they 
were examples of the 
fifth graders’ academic 
and personal growth 
and the love the 
staff, parents and 
families have for the 
students. 

“They are 
amazing, well-rounded 
children, and simply 
good people,” he said.

Moving Up to
M I D D L E  S C H O O L 

on To 

High School
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