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By Makayla Crain
     The end of the school 
year will truly be the end 
of an era for United High 
School and a pair of its 
long time teachers.
     “I truly did not think I 
would ever leave here,” art 
teacher Hannah Baker said.
     After 15 years of teach-
ing and coaching at both 

Yorkwood and United 
school districts, Baker 
will be leaving to accept a 
job teaching kindergarten 
through fourth grade art at 
Mercer County.
     “The opportunity came 
up and it just felt like a 
good chance to get to spend 
the next few years focusing 
on my own family. With the 

new job, I will be about 
ten minutes from home 
and will get to spend a 
lot more time with my 
own children,” Baker 
said.
     During her time in 
the district, Baker has 
become a jack of all

See “Moving” on p. 4

UHS graduates 56 seniors

UHS about to lose two veteran teachers

     In a year filled with 
almost constant scheduling 
turmoil due to the weather, 
only a few constants re-
mained: prom was held at 
the end of April and gradu-
ation came off without a 
hitch on May 19.
     Weather-wise, the cere-
mony was conducted under 
near perfect conditons as 
56 seniors walked the gym 
floor aisle for the final time 
as a group.
     The ceremony that after-
noon following past prac-
tice with opening remarks 
by principal Mrs. Amy 
Schmitz, and introducation 
and address by salutatorian 
Brannock McVey, follow-
ing by addresses by co-
salutatorians Alena Buck-
ley and Carly Thompson 
and the senior address by 
Emma Parkins.
     Music featured a Taylor 
Swift number performed by 

those seniors who chose 
to perform, “May You 
Always Have a Song” 
by the regular high 
school choir, and then 
a medley of Journey 
hits by the senior band 
members.
     Following the dis-
tribution of diplomas, 
Bailey Shimmon gave 
the closing remarks 
before the band played 
the recessional.

School Calendar

Highlights of the 2019-
2020 school calendar:

Aug 21  Students Begin
Sept 2    No School
Sept 20  1:00 Dismissal
Oct 10   2:00 Dismissal
Oct 11   P/T Conferences
Oct 14    No School
Oct 18    2:00 Dismissal
Nov 11   No School
Nov 27-29  No School
Dec 20   2:00 Dismissal
Dec 23-Jan 3 No School
Jan 6      Class Resumes
Jan 20    No School
Feb 14    1:00 Dismissal
Feb 17    No School
Mar 6     2:00 Dismissal
Mar 9     Teacher’s Inst
Apr 9-13 Spring Break
Apr 14    SAT/PSAT
May 21   Classes End
May 22  Teachers’s Inst

EMERGENCY DAYS
are listed as May 26-29 
and June 1-2

   Due to the number of 
snow/emergency days 
used this past year, the 
United School Board has 
opted for a total of six 
emergency days be built 
into the upcoming year’s 
calendar.

Valedictorian McVey Salutatorian Parkins
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monthly, wth additional issues as war-
ranted, by the journalism students of 

United High School, and is distributed 
online via the World Wide Web.  The 

material published does not necessarily 
reflect the viewpoint of the administration 

of United School District #304.

     While every attempt is made to 
determine the validity of advertising 

contained herein, the advertising in the 
Storm Tracker is not to be construed 

as endorsement of a specific product or 
service.  The Storm Tracker assumes no 
responsibility of liability resulting from 

the content of paid advertisements.

     The Storm Tracker does not knowing-
ly accept advertsements that discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 

color, handicapped status, veteran or 
sexual orientation, nor does it knowingly 
print ads that violate any local, state, or 

federal laws.

     Parties interested in advertising in 
the Storm Tracker should contact Mr. 
Kozelichki at the address and/or phone 

number listed above.

     Letters to the editor must be mailed 
to the address above and cannot be more 
than 350 words.  The author’s name and 
phone number must be included for veri-
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and obscenity and does not guarantee 

publication of all letters.
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     The Board of Education of the United Commu-
nity Unit School District #304 is accepting applica-
tions for the following positions:

Licensed Position(s) -
   JH Language Arts Teacher
   JH Science/PE/Health Teacher
   Various Elementary Classroom Teacher
   Jr/Sr High Art Teacher
   HS Business/Technology Teacher

School Support Personnel
   Sub Bus Driver(s), Sub Cooks, Sub Paraprofes 
      sionals, Sub Teachers

Stipend Positions
   HS Scholastic Bowl Coach
   JH Cheerleading Coach
   Wrestling Coaches (2)
   FS Boys Basketball Coach
   Assistant Softball Coach

   All letters of application inquires and credentials 
are to be sent to: 

    Jeff Whitsitt, Superintendent 
    United Community School District #304 
    1905 100th St.    Monmouth, IL  61462

   The Superintendent will screen all applications. 
The administrative staff will conduct interviews.  
Applicants are not to contact board members.

  In addition, the Knox-Warren Special Education 
co-op is accepting applications for the 2019-2020 
school year.  Interested parties can email their re-

POSITION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

By Kenzie Rutledge
     The May school board 
meeting kicked off by hear-
ing from three musicians 
of the United High School 
band. The band brought 
home the first place state 
title in Class C Band at 
Solo and Ensemble.
    At the meeting, Bailey 

Shimmin and Ms. Madeline 
Wood presented a flute duo, 
D.J. Dutton played a snip-
pet of a drumline piece, and 
the BAM trio, Shimmin, 
Alex King, and Melissa 
Poole, played a portion of 
their award winning piece.
     After their presentation, 
Aaron Leary was brought 

back to the table to fulfill 
another two year term on 
the school board, replacing 
Andy Davis who resigned.
     United High School 
purchased a 2015 Town 
and Country van. The 
purchase was right around 
$20,000 and will ten-
tatively be used for the 
special education program 
to transport kids back and 
forth to the Quad Cities.
     The Junior-Senior High 
School wrestling pilot pro-
gram was approved for the 
2019-2020 school year.
     The bid for the repave-
ment of the bus ramp at 
United High School was 
awarded to Kemper Con-

struction out of Canton for 
$92,500. Construction will 
begin June 3.
     Following closed 
session, Cora Neal was 
employed as summer 
maintenance help, the res-
ignations of David Milroy 
as frosh/soph basketball 
coach, Hannah Baker as 
assistant softball coach, 
and Terry Hepner as junior 
high baseball coach were 
all accepted as was the em-
ployment of Jeff Hannam 
as Milroy’s replacement.
     The next board meet-
ing will be held June 13, at 
6:00 p.m. at United High 
School in the boardroom.

Board approves bid and purchases van

By Carson Huff
     The 2018-2019 school 
year has seen an incredible 
drop in the amount of dis-
ciplinary referrals brought 
to the attention of the of-
fice. This year, there hasn’t 
been a single Saturday 
detention. This fact is even 
more impressive when 
you consider that either 10 
tardies or two cell phone 
offenses will net you one.
     Other disciplinary func-
tions have all seen a drastic 
decrease as well. 
     Last year, there were 
296 total occurrences com-
mitted by a collective 113 
students. This year, there 
were only 136 offenses 

committed by a mere 73 
students. That’s 160 less 
offenses committed by 40 
less students.
     United High 
School principal Mrs. 
AmySchmitz attributes the 
better behavior to three 
factors. She believes the 
kids are so well behaved 
because they are given an 
excellent behavioral ex-
ample by their elementary 
and junior high teachers, as 
well as their parents. She 
believes another reason the 
kids are doing so well this 
year is the students and 
teachers feel connected.

See “Referrals” on p. 4 

HS discipline refer-
rals take a nosedive
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By Emma Parkins
     Pride of students, 
parents and teachers was 
shown through the success-
es of United High School 
juniors and seniors. 
     On May 1, United High 
School hosted Pride Night, 
a night to award seniors 
with scholarships and 
recognize their hard work 
over the last four years. 
The night is concluded with 
the induction of National 
Honor Society members.
     Several agricultural 
scholarship recipients 
were recognized for their 
academic achievements. 
Seniors Lora Livingston, 
Avery Yung, Emma Par-
kins and Carly Thompson 
received the United FFA 
Alumni Scholarship at the 
United FFA Banquet in 
March. Blake Ryner, Yung 
and Parkins received the 
David Smith Continuing 
Agriculture Scholarship 
which was also presented 
at the March banquet. Yung 
was awarded with the Mack 
and Sally Glass Scholarship 
as well.
     The agriculture scholar-
ships did not stop there. 
Dave and Alyce Jenks pre-
sented the inaugural Jenks 
Family Farms Scholarship 
in memory of their parents 
who were both actively 
involved within the War-
ren County Community. 
Both graduates from Iowa 
State University, presented 
the scholarship to future 
Cyclone, Emma Parkins.
     Ryner continued his 
success in agriculture to 

receive the Tri-County Cat-
tlemen Association Schol-
arship and the Warren-
Henderson Farm Bureau 
Scholarship. Parkins also 
received the Warren-Hen-
derson Farm Bureau Schol-
arship presented by Amy 
Thompson. Senior Makayla 
Crain was awarded the Ev-
elyn K. Titus Scholarship, 
presented by Thompson as 
well (below).

     Compeer Financial 
attended Pride Night to 
award Yung with the Com-
peer Financial Scholarship.
     Seniors Ayla Johnston, 
Payton Salsman and Kelsey 
Hart were awarded the 
Valley of Moline Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite 
Scholarship, presented by 
Clint Smock.
    ACT Bootcamp Instruc-
tor Dan Ashton presented 
two scholarships to Carly 
Thompson. The first schol-
arship was awarded to 
Thompson for improving 
on the ACT by six points, 
the most in the ACT class 
of 2018. Ashton then pre-
sented Thompson  with the 
Kara Foster Impact Schol-

arship from Midwest Bank
(pictured below). 

     Savannah Ballard and 
Crain were presented with 
the final scholarship to 
be awarded by the Alexis 
Women’s Club.
     United elementary 
teacher, Julie Olin, present-
ed Johnston and Parkins 
with the Chapter G PEO 
Scholarship. 
     Johnston was presented 
with the Farmers State 
Bank Scholarship from 
Tina Fox.
     Several scholarships 
were presented to United 
High School seniors from 
Carl Sandburg College 
Foundation. Erin Glisan 
was presented with the 
A.Lewis Long Endowment 
Scholarship, Mercedes 
Wells received the Centel 
Endowment, Jonah Les-
ter with the Charles and 
Louetta Foster Vocational 
Endowment, Ballard was 
presented with the Gladys 
Grossman Memorial En-
dowment, Kyle Holmberg 
received the Mary Davis 
McKnight Memorial En-
dowment and Carsen Huff 
with the Merlyn D Freeze 

Memorial Scholarship.
     Tiffany Springer 
presented several schol-
arships to Red Storm 

Pride on display at seniors are honored
athletes. Yung, Ryner and 
Nathan Clark were present-
ed with the Steve McBride 
Scholarship. Ryner and 
Clark also received the J.E. 
Bohan Scholarship. The 
last scholarship Springer 
presented was the Lyle 
Pierce Scholarship which 
was awarded to Alassandra 
Arteaga.
     Kris Repp represented 
the Julia E. Thomas Schol-
arship and Salsman was the 
recipient of that scholarship 
(pictured below). 

     Repp also present four 
chosen out of 24 appli-
cants with the Matt Repp 
Scholarship to Makenzie 
Rutledge, Alena Buck-
ley, Carly Thompson and 
Emma Parkins.
     United District cho-
rus teacher Katie Pedigo 
presented Glisan with the 
United Education Asso-
ciation Scholarship which 
concluded the scholarship 
award portion of the night.

     Student Council advisors 
Brooke Anderson and Jen-
nifer Stoneking recognized 
Student Council members 
and gifted a leadership 
keychain to the seniors.
     Pedigo and Madeline 
Wood presented several 
music awards to the tal-
ented music program 
seniors. Sydney Elswick 
was awarded the Choral 
Award and was recognized 
for receiving the National 
Choral Award as well. Joey 
Jones and Johnston were 
given the Directors Service 
Award. Johnston continued 
her success by receiving 
the Music Booster Senior 
Scholarship along with 
Alex King. The Sousa Band 
Award was presented to 
Glisan. The Jazz Award was 
accepted by Bailey Shim-
min and Melissa Poole. 
King wrapped up the music 
award by receiving the 
Arion Award.
     Principal Amy Schmitz 
welcomed Adam Cox to say 
a few words about being 
an exchange student from 
Sweden. Unfortunately, 
Cox would not share some 
of his memories as a senior 
at United High School.
     Thompson and Bran-
nock McVey were rec-
ognized for being named 
IHSA All-State Academic 
Team.

See “Seniors” on page 4
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SCENES FROM THE SOUTH SIDE

Continued from page 3

     United High School had 
four Illinois State Schol-
ars for the school year of 
2018-2019: Alena Buckley, 
Kelsey Hart, Brannock 
McVey and Carly Thomp-
son.
     United High School 
inducted 27 new National 
Honor Society Members, 
based on the criteria of 
scholarship, leadership, 
service and character. The 
members inducted are 
listed by last name: Ni-
cole Baker, Jacob Bentz, 
Cameron Brownlee, Jenna 

Chapman, Carson Clay-
ton, Kaylee Cornell, Jalyn 
Curtis, David J. Dutton, 
Andrew Fuller, Natalie Gil-
lette, Anne Gregory, Emily 
Grodjesk, Courtney Hinton, 
Jerzi Johnson, Kierstyn 
Johnson, Natalie King, Lora 
Livingston, Jace Mann, 
Quinton McVey, William 
Ornduff, Margaret Peek, 
Melissa Poole, Breanna 
Shea, Alec Thompson, Cas-
siday Tierney, Cade Whit-
sitt, and Evan Wynne. 
     Schmitz concluded the 
night by congratulating the 
students on all of their suc-
cesses.

Seniors honored

Moving On: Pair of teaching vets leaving town
Continued from p. 1

trades. She has taught 
preschool through twelfth 
grade art and sixth through 
twelfth grade English 
as a Second Language 
courses (ESL). She has 
also coached JV basketball 
(Yorkwood), JV volleyball 
(Yorkwood), junior high 
basketball (Yorkwood and 
United), JV and Varsity 
softball (United), and sixth 
grade volleyball (United).
     Baker has made many 
memories over the past 15 
years and will carry them 
with her to the next chapter 
of her life. From the state 
tournament runs in football 
and softball to having a 
room right next door to Mr. 
Zink. However, her stu-
dents and their silly antics 
will always have a special 
place in her heart.
     “I love the creativity 
the students bring to the 
classroom and all the goofy 
things they come up with 
in art. Although I’m going 
to miss the students and 
friends I’ve made, I will 
definitely look back fondly 
on all my days at United,” 
Baker said.
     The decision of leaving 
the district was not an easy 
one for her to make. With 
teaching here for 15 years, 
she has grown to love the 
faculty and community 
with whom she works with.
     “The hardest part about 
leaving is I feel like I am 

abandoning my students. 
Some of them I have taught 
in elementary, junior high 
and high school. They all 
have a piece of my heart 
and I care about all of them 
and it will be hard to not 
see them all every day,” 
Baker said.
     Baker hopes her students 
and United, as a whole, will 
not forget about her time 
in the district. She hopes 
she has achieved her goal 
of giving her students not 
only a passion for art, but 
also a respect for effort and 
enthusiasm in life.
     “I always tell my stu-
dents to enjoy the little 
things. You don’t believe it 
now, but life goes by fast. 
Don’t get so caught up in 
things that you miss out on 
the little joys that pop up 
daily. Always put the ef-
fort in, life truly is not that 
hard,” Baker said.

     “My new position in 
Pearl City takes me back 
to northwestern Illinois, 
where I was born and 
raised. My mother is 86 
years old, and for the past 
few years I have been driv-
ing up there every weekend 
to help her out. I leave 
United after school on 
Friday to drive north, and 
then I drive back to Alexis 
every Sunday evening. I 
also have been closing up 
my house in Alexis every 
summer and spending the 
whole three months in Jo 
Davies County. 
     “Moving back will cut 
250 miles of driving out of 
my weekly schedule, and 
just think… I will have all 
that fresh cheese and polka 
dancing just across the 
border in Wisconsin!” Zink 
said.
     Zink will spend the next 

Continued from pg. 2

     “The majority of kids 
here connect with at least 
one adult; that connection 
encourages them to set a 
good example,” Schmitz 
said.
     More than any other 
factor, she believes the re-

cent installation of a camera 
system watching over the 
public spaces of the school 
has helped to encourage 
good behavior. 
     “With the cameras up, 
students know they are be-
ing watched and will think 
twice about misbehaving,” 
Schmitz said.

Referrals at all-time low

By Olivia Mitchell
     Recently rumors have 
surfaced of another teacher 
leaving United’s faculty in 
addition to Hannah Baker, 
and those rumors are true.
     At the start of the 2019-
2020 school year, consum-
er’s economics and ac-
counting teacher Joel Zink 
will be teaching consumer 
education, accounting I, 
computer coding, computer 
concepts, career explora-
tion, and computer appli-
cations at the Pearl City 
junior and high school.
     “Pearl City has a very 
strong business educa-
tion program, and they are 
looking for me to keep that 
tradition going. Pearl City 
is a small farming com-
munity with about 150 kids 
in the high school. The 
atmosphere at their school 
is very similar to United.” 
Zink said.
     Zink has been teaching 
for 28 years and has been 
with United since consoli-
dation in 2004. 

14 years teaching at Pearl 
City until his retirement. 
     “I’ve put my heart and 
soul into my work here at 
United and leaving is not 
easy.  My students and 
co-workers here at United 
have become family.  There 
are a lot of special mem-
bers of the Red Storm 
family I am really going to 
miss.”

     Zink was also United’s 
yearbook advisor.
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CSC CALENDAR REMINDERS
Friday, Aug 16  Fall Registration Ends

Monday, Aug 19  Classes Begin
Monday, Sept 2  Columbus Day No Classes

Friday, Oct 11  Fall Break No Classes
Friday, Dec 13  Students Start Winter Break

By Wesley Eckert 
     The Illinois Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, 
also known as ICTM, went 
to the University of Illinois 
on May 4 where senior Car-
ly Thompson (below, left) 
and junior Quenton McVey 
(below, right) placed ninth 
overall. 
     “Every year our ICTM 
team has made it to the 
state competition in Cham-
paign,” senior Kelsey Hart 

said.
      “We struggled last 
year, but we had a nice 
turnaround this year. Our 
Algebra II team got 8th this 
year, and our oral competi-
tion team got 9th,” junior 
Alec Thompson, Carly’s 
brother, said.
      “We each take an indi-
vidual test and then I was 
able to be a part of the eight 
person team as well,” Hart 
said. By Joey Jones

Editor in Chief
     Intelligence must run in 
the Fuller family household 
because not only is junior 
Andrew Fuller a prospect 
for Ivy League schools, 
but now his younger sister 
Catherine is looking at an 
opportunity to take summer 
classes at Harvard in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.
     “I am going to Brown in 
Rhode Island this summer 
for two weeks in June. I re-
ally like their open curricu-
lum,” Andrew (right) said.
     Fuller, who has been 
involved in Scholastic 
Bowl, ICTM, and WYSE, 
has kept himself involved 
academically at the school, 
and enough to be in the 
National Honor Society and 
consistently stays on the 
high honor roll. 
     “People always call me 
an idiot savant, and hon-
estly I feel...well, I think it 
is a thoughtful title to have 
as someone who would be 
considered smart. People 
have been saying that I 

was pretty smart since like 
my second semester of my 
freshman year” Andrew 
said. 
     Catherine, on the other 
hand, is also going to New 
England, but to a different 
school. Harvard University 
has been keeping their eyes 
on Catherine so much so 
she has been invited to par-
ticipate in some classes to 
help her make her decision 
on where she wants to go.
     “I’m thinking that I 
want to be a pediatrician or 
something because I just 
love dealing with kids and 
I want to be in the medical 
field,” Catherine said.
     Even though she hasn’t 

made a decision on where 
she wants to go, only being 
a sophomore, Catherine is 
making great strides in de-
veloping a relationship with 
college administrators and 
getting herself on the scene. 
     “Realistically no, I do 
think we are going to Har-
vard or Brown or anything, 
it is more of a pipe dream, 
but it would be awesome 
if we could. The cost is the 
real killer,” Andrew said.
`     Hopefully in time the 
Fuller duo can establish the 
funds to be able to go to 
the school of their dreams, 
because academically right 
now they are well within 
range.

United pair place ninth at state math competition
      “The best part of the 
whole trip was being able 
to go bowling with every-
one and meeting new kids 
from different schools,” 
shared freshman Aidan 
Parkins.
      All the team members 

Siblings look to Ivy League

had lots of fun and got to 
experience the University 
of Illinois campus for the 
day. 
     “ICTM is a fun and 
competitive team, I really 
enjoyed being apart of it for 
the past four years,” ex-

pressed Hart.
     “The best part of the trip 
was that we took a 1.5 hour 
detour because we went 
all the way to Springfield 
before we went to Urbana, 
and we almost missed our 
tests,” said Alec Thompson.

Becoming Tech Savvy
By Carson Clayton
     In United North Elemen-
tary a teacher is working 
hard to educate our young 
about the use and impor-
tance of technology.
     Librarian/ tech coordina-
tor Ms. Vanessa Witherall, 
has been educating stu-
dents kindergarten through 
fifth grade once/week for 
45 minutes on how to use 
technology.
     These students use this 
class as a way of utilizing 
anything from Google tools 
to becoming model digital 
citizens.
     Some may be asking, 
“What is a digital citizen?” 
Well, it refers to a person 
utilizing technology in 
order to obtain information 
while engaging in society, 
politics, and government.
     Not only do the students 
do those skills, but they 
also work on typing skills, 
learning how to research 

and cite their sources, cod-
ing, create websites, green 
screen projects, learning 
how to collaborate digitally.
     This is amazing class 
being offered due to the 
fact some of our current 
high school students don’t 
know how to do some of 
these tasks.
     Teaching about technol-
ogy is not just important 
when dealing with the 
young, but equally impor-
tant when dealing with 
adults.
     Adult members of the 
community have partici-
pated in a one hour class 
called, Tech Tuesdays, 
taught monthly since No-
vember.
     The class is free but 
goodwill donations are ac-
cepted.
     The adult class’ final 
session was May 21, and 
will start back up in Sep-
tember.  
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    Alpaca socks, gloves, fleece, and yarn for sale

1134 N. Main  Monmouth
             734-6701 

BOB JON ANGUS
JOHNSON CHI-ANGUS
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 Terry & Meredith Johnson
Drew & Lauren Johnson

337-1503

By Alassandra Arteaga
     “I learned that being a 
leader is more about be-
ing a part of a group rather 
than in front of the group,” 
senior Erin Glisan said.
     Glisan has been very 
involved in band over her 
past four years.
     Along the way, she be-
came close and made many 
memories with her fellow 
band members.
     On May 8, the United 
High School senior band 
members played their in-
struments together for one 
final time.
     “It still feels like I’m 
going to come back next 
year and there’s going to 
be another concert,” Jace 
Mann. said
     Emotions and nerves 
were high for most, yet 
they all stayed focused 
and delivered a great final 
performance.
     “I was nervous for the 
complex rhythms in the 
senior solos, but we all did 
our jobs to put on a great 
performance,” Erin Bush-
ong said.

     Many seniors began 
reflecting on their past four 
years being involved in 
band or choir.
     “It’s sad to think this is 
our last concert together. 
We have had so many good 
memories together over the 
years,” Bushong said.
     This bittersweet concert 
was an ending for the se-
niors, yet a new beginning 
for the underclassmen.
     “Next year I want to 
make choir more fun and 
focus on how to make my 
voice better,” junior Alexis 
Johnston said.
     The freshman through 
juniors have already been 
thinking on what they need 
to do to improve them-
selves for next years band 
and choir.
     “I plan to improve my 
trumpet playing in order 
to become a better overall 
musician,” junior Cade 
Whitsitt said.

Olivia Mitchell
     On April 30 three Unit-
ed High School students 
performed at the Bradley 
Honor Band.
     Senior Erin Glisan and 
juniors D.J. Dutton and 
Ellie Vanfleet were selected 
from a group of musicians 
who auditioned to be a part 
of the honor band.
     “Honor band is a band 
of students from all around 
Illinois that all auditioned 
and got picked. We spend 
the day at Bradley and then 
get to showcase our talents 
that night for all of our 

families,” Glisan said.
     “It was so much fun! I 
made so many new friends 
and saw some old friends, 
and I learned a lot about 
tuning and scales,” Vanfleet 
said. “The director was 
amazing, he even com-
posed one of our pieces, 
which was super rad!”
     The honor band was 
conducted by internation-
ally known composer Brian 
Balmages.
     “It was a lot of fun 
to get to work with such 
a famous and talented 
musician. He is incred-

ibly gifted, which further 
inpired me to remain a part 
of band. I also got to play 
in Dingledine Music Hall,” 
Dutton said.
    Dutton played percus-
sion, Glisan clarinet, and 
Vanfleet trombone.
     “Trombone is a difficult 
instrument, but I love it,” 
Vanfleet said.
     “The percussion sec-
tion was very small, which 
made it a challenge to 
move equiptment. It was a 
great experience.” Dutton 
said.

Musicians wrap up year with concerts

It’s prep time as members of the high school concert band practice “Pomp and 
Circumstance” and other songs in preparation for their final group performance at 
United’s High School graduation on May 19.

Spring concert on 
May 8, graduation a 
week and a half later, 
and Memorial Day 
performance wrap up 
a busy months and 
year for the band

3 named to Bradley honor band

    Band and choir left the 
graduates with many life 
lessons and skills.
     “Band has taught me to 

be open up to trying new 
things and working under 
pressure. These are skills 
that I will carry with me in 

my college and my profes-
sional careers,” Mann said.
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Class of ’19 lists future plans
Blakelyn Arendt Carl Sandburg College  Business Management
Alassandra Arteaga Monmouth College   Elementary Education
Savannah Ballard Carl Sandburg College  Hospitality Management
Holly Brown  Carl Sandburg College  Nursing
Alena Buckley  Illinois College    Political Science
Erin Bushong  Carl Sandburg College  Nursing
Jenna Chapman Monmouth College    Forensics
Nathaniel Clark        Ripon College     Athletic Training
Adam Cox  Return to Sweden
Makayla Crain  Carl Sandburg College   Psychology
Wesley Eckert  United States Air Force  Security Forces
Carter Ehlen  US Army National Guard
Sydney Elswick Iowa State University    Tech Communications
Emanuel Flores US Marine Corp    Communications
Emily Flynn  Carl Sandburg College   Accounting
Erin Glisan  Carl Sandburg College   Special Education
Abigail Greenlief Carl Sandburg College   Nursing
Kelsey Hart  Indiana Univ/ Purdue     Business/Government 
Tyler Hendrickson Carl Sandburg College   Psychology
Skyler Hoke  Carl Sandburg College   Undecided
Kyle Holmberg Carl Sandburg College   Agriculture Engineering
Carson Huff  Carl Sandburg College   Undecided
Adam Johnson  Olivet Nazarene Univ     Business Administration
Ayla Johnston  MacMurray College     Biology
Joseph Jones  Carl Sandburg College   Business
Trent Jones  Bradley University    Construction
Eryka Keeney  Black Hawk- East     Agriculture
Alexandria King Monmouth College     English

Jacob Lair  Work
Jonah Lester  Carl Sandburg College    Auto Technology
Lora Livingston Carl Sandburg College    Paleontology
Jace Mann  Northern Illinois Univ     Undecided
Alejandro Martin Carl Sandburg College    Accounting
Brannock McVey Illinois College     Health Science
Natalie Myers  Work
Cody Norton  Work
Adriana Nunez Eureka College     Biology
Caitlyn Olson  Carl Sandburg College    EMS (Paramedic)
Emma Parkins  Iowa State University     Ag Ed and Comm
Melissa Poole  Monmouth College     Business
Brock Powers  Carl Sandburg College    Business
Brittney Rabenau Southeastern CC     Nursing
Ivy Roden  Illinois State University  Biology
Makenzie Rutledge University of Illinois       General Education
Blake Ryner  Black Hawk -East      Agriculture
Payton Salsman Coe College      Biology (Pre-med)
Tyler Serres  Carl Sandburg College    Undecided
Breanna Shea  Carl Sandburg College     Radiology
Bailey Shimmin Monmouth College      History
Carly Thompson Truman State University  Nursing
Cheyenne Trout Carl Sandburg College     Undecided
Khloe Trulson  Carl Sandburg College     Undecided
Benjamin Watson Carl Sandburg College     Design and Engineering
Mercedes Wells Carl Sandburg College     Environmental Science
Avery Yung  Black Hawk-East       Agronomy
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By Trent Jones
     A normal day of school, 
or a farm day for the third 
graders?
     On May 3 United High 
School hosted an Agricul-
ture Awareness day for the 
third graders of the West 
and North Elementary 
School.
     Scott Riden, the agricul-
ture education instructor, 
had been preparing for this 
day since last June.
     “There is a lot of prepa-
ration for this day I sched-

By Adam Johnson
     This past month was 
Autism Awareness Month 
to raise awareness for the 
mentally handicapped. 
     United Red Storm 
baseball hosted a double 
header dedicated to autism 
awareness. The event hon-
ored assistant coach Phil 
Pullen’s daughter who was 
diagnosed with autism. 
     “The money will go to 
the Easter Seals, which is 
an organization that helps 
families with autistic chil-
dren. This was the Pullen’s 
choice of organizations,” 
head baseball coach and 
history teacher Ryan Molek 
said.
     “I believe this event was 
100% worth it. It was an 
outstanding experience for 
everyone involved and we 
were able to support a great 
cause,” Pullen (pictured 
right) said.
     The baseball and soft-

ball teams raised about 
$700 for Easter Seals 
selling Autism Aware-
ness bracelets. The event 
raised many questions and 
informed a lot of people 

FFA brings its own brand of petting zoo to UHS

about something they may 
not have known much 
about previously.
     “Our goal was to raise 
as much money for Easter 
Seals and to show the guys 
on the team that there are 
different people out there 
and being different is okay. 
I believe we were very suc-
cessful at this,” Molek said.
     This event informed ev-
eryone on the team a little 
more about the differences 
some people have in this 
world and helped everyone 
accept and celebrate their 
differences a little more.

uled this day way back in 
June.The West and North 
principals and teachers 
have to plan for the day 
and secure transportation 
for the young kids for the 
day,” Riden said.
     Not only is there a lot 
of preparation for Riden, 
but there is also a lot the 
students have to do to get 
the shop ready.
     “Mr. Riden, the officers, 
and other FFA members 
have to clean up and orga-
nize the shop to get ready 
for Ag Awareness Day. We 
also have to recruit mem-
bers to bring their animals 

or other items and make 
sure the animals stay fed 
and watered all day,” Unit-
ed FFA Chapter President 
Alec Thompson said.
     Throughout the day the 
kids got to go on tractor 
rides, look at all the farm 
animals, and watch the 
older students fly their 
drones.
     Riden was very happy 
and impressed with how 
the older students interact-
ed with the young kids.
     “I love seeing the high 
school kids interact with 
the younger kids and share 
their passion for agricul-
ture,” Riden said.
     However, making the 
kids laugh with the animals 
wasn’t there only goal for 
the day.
     “The common animals 
we have are probably 
foreign to many of the kids 
that come to see them, and 
we just want to educate 
the kids about what the ag 
industry has and possibly 
spark some interest for the 
future to keep the ag indus-
try strong in the future,” 
Thompson said.

United brings autism to forefront
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High school announces final honor rolls of ’18-19 year
United High School is 
pleased to announce the 
following students have at-
tained honor roll status for 
the second semester of the 
2018-2019 school year:

HIGH HONORS: 3.67 and 
higher

SENIORS: Savannah Bal-
lard, Holly Brown, Alena 
Buckley, Erin Bushong, 
Nathaniel Clark, Makayla 
Crain, Sydney Elswick, 
Emily Flynn, Erin Glisan, 
Kelsey Hart, Adam Johnson, 
Ayla Johnston, Joseph Jones, 
Trent Jones, Eryka Keeney, 
Alexandria King, Jacob 
Lair, Lora Livingston, Jace 
Mann, Alejandro Martin, 
Brannock McVey, Adriana 
Nunez, Caitlyn Olson, Emma 
Parkins, Melissa Poole, Ivy 
Roden, Makenzie Rutledge,  
Blake Ryner, Payton Sals-
man, Breanna Shea, Bailey 
Shimmin, Carly Thompson, 
Cheyenne Trout, Benjamin 
Watson, Mercedes Wells, 
Avery Yung.

JUNIORS:  Nicole Baker, 
Jacob Bentz, Nicholas 
Brown, Cameron Brownlee, 
Dylan Cheline, Carson Clay-
ton, Kaylee Cornell, Jalyn 
Curtis, Austin Davis, Wil-
liam Douglas, David Dutton, 
Andrew Fuller, Natalie Gil-
lette, Anne Gregory, Emily 
Grodjesk, Courtney Hinton, 
Owen Jenks, Keirstyn John-
son, Natalie King, Kalyn 
Lee, Madisyn Lee, Avery 
Leffler, Quinton McVey,
Olivia Mitchell, William 
Ornduff, Hanna Payne, 
Margaret Peel, Josie Sharer, 
Stewart Svob, Alec Thomp-
son, Cassiday Tierney, Ari-

ana Villarreal, Cade Whitsitt, 
Evan Wynne.

SOPHOMORES:  Jackson 
Bergren, Danielle Bowl-
ing, Bridget Brokaw, Drew 
Brown, Mallorie Brunswig, 
Gage Chenault, Emma Col-
brese, Zucka Cruz, Declan 
Flynn, Catherine Fuller, 
Makaila Hootman, Riley 
Horner, Richard Kroncke 
III, Jordan Lantz, Haley 
Marshall, Paige McKeown, 
Morgaine Olson, Sullivan 
Ross, Jennifer Shimmin, 
Kaylan Sperry, Laney Tabb, 
Aubrey Thompson, Trace 
Titus, Riley Tyrrell.

FRESHMAN: Elaina Alla-
man, Amelia Bennett, Ben-
jamin Bennett, Jenna Bentz, 
Joslyn Bentz, Christina 
Brown, Laney Butler, Parker 
Cassiday, Madison Diaz, 
Kathryn Douglas, Jacob Dut-
ton, Cormaic Flynn, Grant 
Gillen, Paige Hall, Jaylee 
Hasten, Kaylynn Hennen-
fent, Madelynn Higbee,
Abby Hinton, Grace Janic, 
Lauren Kane, Daniel Kim-
ball, Benjamin Legate, 
Josie McElwee, Ian McVey, 
Kittner McVey, Veronica 
Miller, Aidan Parkins, Madi-
son Penn, Karragan Sperry, 
Mackinzie Sperry.

HONORS:  3.34 - 3.66

SENIORS:  Blakelyn 
Arendt, Jenna Chapman, 
Jonah Lester, Brittney Ra-
benau.

JUNIORS: Michael Brown, 
Lexuss Dutton, Nicholas 
Hodges, Jerzi Johnson, 
Alexis Johnston, 
Isabella Kilgore, Gabrielle 
Neice, Avery Winking.

SOPHOMORES:  Tyler 
Barrington, Alyssa Beltran, 
Mallory Cooper, Noah Ol-
son, Toby Turnquist.

FRESHMEN: William 
Boock, Jenna Bushong, 
Molly Chapman, Nicholas 
Defenbaugh, Mary Ewalt, 
Eva Green, Mason Hootman, 
Colin Jenks, Nolan Leffler, 
Makaela Robinson, Angelina 
Sargeant, Savanna Seidl, 
Mackenzie Smock, Blake 
Stewart, Addyson Trego, 
Ashlyn Vallero.

United High School is 
pleased to announce the 
following students have 
attained honor roll status 
for the fourth quarter of the 
2018-2019 school year:

HIGH HONORS: 3.67 and 
higher

SENIORS: Savannah Bal-
lard, Holly Brown, Alena 
Buckley, Erin Bushong, 
Nathaniel Clark, Makayla 
Crain, Wesley Eckert, Syd-
ney Elswick, Emily Flynn, 
Erin Glisan, Kelsey Hart, 
Adam Johnson, Ayla John-
ston, Joseph Jones, Trent 
Jones, Eryka Keeney, Alex-
andria King, Lora Livings-
ton, Jace Mann, Alejandro 
Martin, Brannock McVey, 
Adriana Nunez, Caitlyn Ol-
son, Emma Parkins, Melissa 
Poole, Ivy Roden, Makenzie 
Rutledge, Blake Ryner, Pay-
ton Salsman, 

Breanna Shea, Bailey Shim-
min, Carly Thompson, Chey-
enne Trout, Khloe Trulson, 
Benjamin Watson, Mercedes 
Wells, Avery Yung.

JUNIORS: Nicole Baker, 
Jacob Bentz, Michael Brown, 
Nicholas Brown, Cameron 
Brownlee, Dylan Cheline, 
Carson Clayton, Kaylee 
Cornell, Jalyn Curtis, Aus-
tin Davis, William Doug-
las, David Dutton, Andrew 
Fuller, Natalie Gillette, Anne 
Gregory, Emily Grodjesk, 
Courtney Hinton, Owen 
Jenks, Keirstyn Johnson, 
Alexis Johnston, Natalie 
King, Kalyn Lee, Madisyn 
Lee, Quinton McVey, Olivia 

Monthly student honors

May’s Students of the Month are (left to right) se-
nior Emma Parkins, junior Evan Wynne, sophomore 
Bridget Brokaw and freshman Elaina Allaman.
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United Junior High announc-
es the following students 
have attained honor roll 
status for the fourth quarter 
of the 18-19 school year:

6th Grade High Honors 
(3.75 or higher)
Addyson Aguirre, Bianqa 
Aguirre, Alexa Anderson, 
Ava Anderson, Cameron 
Anderson, Taylor Anderson, 
Samira Bitar, Emily Brakev-
ille, Jon Brown, Kaia Cais-
sie, Zeke Clark, Madyson 
Cozadd, Kiley Davis, Lauren 
Feltmeyer, Landon Han-
nam, Jacey Hasten, Kenneth 
Higbee,Kaitlyn Holmes, Jack 
Kane, James Keefer, Madilyn 
Lair, Brodi McVeigh, Isaac 
Ott, Rachel Purlee, Emma 
Robinson, Mae Sims, Jake 
Sombke, Summer Tharp, 
Rhylyne Toops, Leighton 
Trego, & Sully Wiles

Honors (3.0 - 3.74)
Emma Austin, Lance Baker, 
Austin Bellinger, Ashley Bel-

tran, Emmie Briggs, Roger 
Brown, Kyla Bryant, Elliott 
Copeland, Carson Davies, 
Bradlee Earp, Mason Gid-
dings, Pasha Gipson, Ruslan
Gipson, Legacy Hoopes, 
Will Inman, Ryan Jimenez, 
Gabe Johnson, Avah Jones, 
Chloe McCutcheon, Luke 
Mills, Teagan Mills, Camryn 
Payne, Cassandra Pearson, 
Alayna Penn, Trent
Raymond, Tanner Rogers, 
Lorcan Spahnie, Dannica 
Stevens, Hannah Thompson, 
Braxton Thompson, Eldon 
Wilson, & Kalie Wixon

7th Grade High Honors 
(3.75 or higher)
Amber Brunswig, McKelvey 
Bugner, Landon Burns, Sky-
lar Deakin, Colton Gosney, 
Hunter Hall, Carson Horner, 
Luke Jungmann, Luke Kin-
neer, Rachel Leary, Callie 
Mason, Jake McElwee, 
Carter Rothzen, McKenzie 
Stevens, Kayelee Stockdale, 
& Leah Wilson

Honors (3.0 - 3.74)
Makenzie Aguirre, Millie 
Brentise, Kiera Campbell, 
Rozalynn Courtney, Lillian 
Cozadd, Jessika Dell, Sloan 

Guild, Madisyn Hepner, 
Tanner Hinton, Hannah Lair, 
Ava Laws, Keira Laws, Drew 
Loveridge, Bridgette Mar-
ston, Owen McMillen, Molly 
Pleshko, Anthony Rodriguez, 
Derrick Sargeant, Keaton 
Simpson, Nick Tyrrell, & 
Haylee Wray

8th Grade High Honors 
(3.75 or higher)
Natalie Brakeville, Isabella 
Colbrese, Jon Grodjesk, Al-
ycia Haun, Jack Jungmann, 
Hunter Lewis, Caden Mur-
ray, Addison Olmsted, Carlie 
Peel, Naomi Purlee, Oniza 

Royeen, Ashlyn Trulson, 
Zair Velaquez, Abel Wilson, 
Caydence Wilson, & Oscar 
Young

Honors (3.0 - 3.74)
Addison Anderson, Chase 
Bryant, Deven Bushong, 
Carter Cassidy, Payton Crain, 
Alex Feltmeyer, Lily Green, 
Kaylyn Hager, Riley Hartz-
ell, Lauren Jamison, Aidan 
Jenks, Sierra Larson, Jaden 
Marfell, Addison Murray, 
Andrew Olson, Ralph Peel, 
Ayden Penn, Kamryn Penn,
& Sam Perry

Mitchell, Gabrielle Neice, 
William Ornduff, Hanna 
Payne, Stewart Svob, Alec 
Thompson, Cassiday Tier-
ney, Eleanor Van Fleet, Ari-
ana Villarreal, Cade Whitsitt, 
Evan Wynne.

SOPHOMORES: Alyssa 
Beltran,  Jackson Bergren, 
Danielle Bowling, Bridget 
Brokaw, Drew Brown, 
Mallorie Brunswig, Gage 
Chenault, Emma Colbrese, 
Zucka Cruz, Declan Flynn, 

Catherine Fuller, Makaila 
Hootman, Riley Horner, 
Richard Kroncke III, Jordan 
Lantz, Haley Marshall, Paige 
McKeown, Morgaine Ol-
son, Sullivan Ross, Jennifer 
Shimmin, Kaylan Sperry, 
Laney Tabb, Trace Titus, 
Riley Tyrrell.

FRESHMAN: Elaina Al-
laman, Amelia Bennett, 
Benjamin Bennett, Jenna 
Bentz, Joslyn Bentz, Chris-
tina Brown, Jenna Bushong,  

Laney Butler, Parker Cas-
sidy, Madison Diaz, Kath-
ryn Douglas, Jacob Dutton, 
Cormaic Flynn, Grant Gillen, 
Eva Green, Paige Hall, 
Jaylee Hasten, Kaylynn Hen-
nenfent, Madelynn Higbee, 
Abby Hinton, Grace Janic, 
Lauren Kane, Daniel Kim-
ball, Benjamin Legate, 
Josie McElwee, Ian McVey, 
Kittner McVey, Veronica 
Miller, Aidan Parkins, Madi-
son Penn, Mackenzie Smock, 
Karragan Sperry, Mackinzie 

Sperry.

HONORS:  3.34 - 3.66
SENIORS:  Jacob Lair, 
Jonah Lester, Brittney Ra-
benau.

JUNIORS:  Samuel Clark, 
Lexuss Dutton, Diego Go-
dina, Nicholas Hodges, Jerzi 
Johnson, Isabella Kilgore, 
Avery Leffler, Christian Wil-
liams, Emily Wilson, Avery 
Winking.

SOPHOMORES: Mallory 
Cooper, Noah Olson, Aubrey 
Thompson, Toby Turnquist.

FRESHMEN: William 
Boock, Molly Chapman, 
Nicholas Defenbaugh, 
Brayden Handzo,  Mason 
Hootman, Nolan Leffler, 
Haley Norton, Makaela Rob-
inson, Angelina Sargeant, Sa-
vanna Seidl, Blake Stewart, 
Kevin Sutton, Payten Swen-
son, Ashlyn Vallero.

United Junior High names its 4th quarter honor roll
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Four underclass girls finish 6th in state 4x400

School record set as shot putter 
Jones advances to state finals

By Jacob Bentz,
     On May 15-18 the 
United girls’ 4x400 team 
ran at state at Eastern 
Illinois University with 
two freshman, Jenna and 
Josie Bentz; a sophomore, 
Bridget Brokaw; and junior 
Natalie Gillette.
     The team broke three 
school records, with two 
being their own. They set 
the first record at sectionals 
with a 4:17.48 (state quali-

fying being 4:17.55), then 
broke it again at state pre-
lims with a 4:12 and finally 
setting a solid time down at 
4:09.59 at state finals.
     The 4:09.59 ended the 
girls relay in 6th place 
overall at state after being 
ranked 21st after section-
als.
     Not many people had 
faith in such a young team 
but head coach Carrie 
Clayton had other ideas 
and said, “I knew this 
year would be a good year 
because I had heard really 
good things about the in-
coming freshmen and I also 
had heard that a couple 
people were going to come 
out that hadn’t been out the 
previous year. All of that 
combined with our return-
ing athletes made it be a 
great year. 
     “This group as a whole 
works so hard and has the 
same goals and that was to 
take United Track to anoth-
er level. Their dedication 
and commitment to this 
team was absolutely what 
United Track needed.”
     Finding the best four to 
sprint a whole lap around 
a track is hard, but Clayton 
had four very determined 

girls with consistent times 
who had a chemistry to-
gether. 
     “We tried many differ-
ent combinations for this 
relay throughout the year  
but towards conference and 
sectionals, we had to take 
our four fastest times. We 
wanted to make sure before 
sectionals that we had the 
four most consistent times 
and the four ladies that 
were in the 4x400 relay 
were the most consistent,” 
Clayton said.  
     Not only did the girls’ 
relay qualify for state, but 
Josie Bentz also qualified 
for state in the high jump.
     Josie jumped a personal 
best at sectionals at 5’0” 
beating her last best at 
4’10”. At state Josie one 
upped herself and jumped 
5’1” which was one inch 
off of qualifying for finals 
at state.
     Two days later on May 
20 the 4x400 team was 
invited to run at the PJ Star 
Honor Roll Track Meet in 
East Peoria against schools 
two or three times their 
size. The team went into 
the meet ranked fifth out 
of eight teams and ended 
finishing in third.

Sixth place at state: soph Bridget Brokaw, frosh Jenna 
Bentz, junior Natalie Gillette and frosh Josie Bentz

By Jacob Bentz,
     On May 23, senior Joey 
Jones competed at the 
IHSA State Track Meet at 
Eastern Illinois University 
in the shot put throw.
     This is Jones’ second 
year of competing in track, 
and his first state meet.
     “It was a really great 
experience. I was super 
happy to go, I got to ex-
perience something not a 
lot of people have and I’m 
extremely proud of myself 
and Coach (Ryan) Coleman 
for helping me get there,” 
Jones said
     Jones went to state with 
a school record breaking 
throw of 47’ 5” and placed 
second at sectionals. 

     “I thought if Joey PRed 
he would have a chance. 
Sectionals is a pretty high 
stress meet and affects kids 
differently,” said Coleman, 
who has high hopes for 
next season. 
     “Looking at sprints 

and mid distance, I think 
we will be solid. I don’t 
think we have even begun 
to scratch the surface of 
what we are capable of. 
If we continue to get the 
buy in we got this year, the 
sky’s the limit for the team. 
Jumps we are close to qual-
ifying. Sprints were really 
close to having kids qualify. 
Throwers, I don’t think are 
anywhere near their poten-
tial yet. Distance, we were 
close to qualifying. So on 
paper, sprints and distance 
could be our ‘power house’ 
events, but in reality, 
we could be a col-
lective power house 
across the board,” 
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One and done as softball season 
comes to a close at Regionals
By Avery Winking
     United’s softball region-
als was expected to be held 
on May 14 but due to the 
weather it took place a day 
later at West Central, in 
which the Red Storm fell 
3-2 to number-one seed 
Ilini Bluffs. 
     “The regional game 
was not what we wanted or 
expected as a six seed hav-
ing to play a one seed in 
the first game. That is not 
usually how things work. 
We played very well that 
game, and although we did 
not come away with a win, 
we did lose a very close 

game to the winner of our 
regional,” assistant coach 
Hannah Baker said.
     Although this wasn’t the 
ending to their season the 
team was hoping for, the 
girls agreed they still had 
a great season not only as 
friends but as a family.
     Sophomore Jordan 
Lantz says the team word 
this year, KOA, inspired 
her to work hard and to 
never give up.
     “According to our 
seniors, KOA is Hawaiian 
for ‘warriors.’  However, 
according to google KOA 
is Hawaiian for ‘big red 

Son of former Major Leaguer shuts down United bats
By Ariana Villarreal
       United’s baseball 
strikes out!
     After winning the 
regional semifinal against 
South Fulton 10-0 in five 
innings, the varsity base-
ball team advanced to the 
regional championship on 
May 18 versus Havana, 
losing 4-1 to starting 
pitcher Brandon Clark, son 
of 10-year Major Leaguer 
Mark Clark, who pitched 

for both the Cubs and Car-
dinals.
     “Our boys played well 
and never quit.  I was very 
proud of our effort, we 
went down swinging,”
head coach Ryan Molek 
said.
     The Red Storm will 
greatly miss their two 
graduating seniors, Bran-
nock McVey and Adam 
Johnson.  
     Both leave as record 

holders in several statisti-
cal categories: Johnson 
leaves as the schools leader 
in runs scored with 107,  
and McVey leaves second 
in career stolen bases with 
40 and the single season 
leader for runs scored with 
42. 
     However, the team will 
look to rebound as they 
return seven regular start-
ers and a majority of their 
pitching staff.  

     Returning regulars 
include Drew Brown, Evan 
Wynne, Alec Thompson, 
Nolan Leffler, Avery Lef-
fler, Dylan Cheline, Cor-
maic Flynn, Declan Flynn, 
and Dyhlan Hepner.  
     The pitching staff re-
turns the Leffler brothers, 
the Flynn brothers,  Mi-
chael Brown, and 2018 All-
Conference player Toby 

Turnquist from injury, 
which caused him to be out 
this season.  
     Depth will be added 
from the frosh/soph team 
as Aidan Parkins and Colin 
Jenks will look to make 
contributions next year as 
well.
     The team finished with 
a school record 19 wins 
against 9 losses.

tree.’  I enjoy both takes 
on this.  KOA as warriors 
meant that the team wanted 
to fight this season and do 
whatever they could to suc-
ceed.  KOA as big red tree 
worked as well, because it 
meant that, in the end, we 
weathered the storm and 
were still standing,” Baker 
said.
     “To me it represented 
the fact that regardless of 
what was going to hap-
pen, the girls were going to 
weather the storm together, 
as warriors, or as a big 
strong forest.”

Freshman lefty Nolan Leffler as a number-three 
starter shows how deep United’s pitching could be 
next year.


