
July 21, 2019                                                        Pastor Steve Hardy 

Focus on LOVE 

Matthew 22:34-40 
 

 One day God was asked what the most important thing is, the 
greatest commandment.  The answer was simple but profound 
as found in Matthew 22:37-40. Love God and love your 
neighbor. 
 
I.  UNDERSTANDING love, 1 John 4:10. 
 
 A.  Love INITIATES. 
 
 B.  Love SACRIFICES.  See John 3:16; Romans 5:8. 
 
 C.  Love DOES GOOD FOR THE ONE LOVED. 
 
II.  LIVING OUT love, Matthew 22:37-40. 
 
 A.  Living out love for GOD, Matthew 22:37. 
 
  --Through OBEDIENCE, 1 John 5:3; John 14:15; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-15. 
  --Through EXCLUSIVE worship, Deuteronomy 
5:7-8. 
  --Through CAREFUL PROTECTION OF HIS NAME, 
Deuteronomy 5:11. 
 
 B.  Living out love for your NEIGHBOR, Matthew 22:39; 
John 13:34-35; 1 John 5:2; 4:7-12; 3:16-18; Luke 10:29-37; 
Galatians 5:13. 
 
  --Through LOVING AND OBEYING God, 1 John 
5:2; Deuteronomy 5:16-21. 
  --Through SACRIFICE, 1 John 3:16-18; 4:10-11. 
  --Though SERVING, John 13:34-35; Galatians 
5:13-15; Luke 10:29-37. 
  --Through manifesting SPIRITUAL FRUIT in 
relationships, Galatians 5:22-25; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 

Did you know that believers don’t always treat other people 
with respect, much less serve them sacrificially (loving them)?  
Sometimes they don’t even treat one another well!  In contrast, 
our vision for DCC is that we be a body of believers reflecting the 
love of Christ to the world, loving God and genuinely loving one 
another and others in word and in deed. 
 

Review together the story of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  If it is familiar, have 
one family member tell the story, while the 
others follow and check for the details in the 

Bible.  Discuss who your neighbor is, and plan together a family 
project to share love with someone in a very practical way. 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
 

1.  Last week the message was on walking in truth.  Living out 
love helps us understand how we manage walking in truth in 
terms of relating to others. 
 --What danger is there in a focus on truth without love?  
Describe a situation where you observed or were a part of 
seeing truth without love. 
 --On the other hand, what danger is there in focusing 
on love without truth?  Where might this imbalance be seen or 
heard? 
 --Draw a conclusion:  For the believer, walking in truth 
and living out love are both essential because… 
 
2.  Jesus described what would be required of disciples in 
Matthew 16:24.   

--How is this related to the concept of living out love?   
--How is the sacrifice of Christ the supreme example of 

God’s love?   
--Describe how John 15:12-13 links love and the cross. 
--Short of giving your very life for someone, what are 

some lesser sacrifices you might give in living out love toward 
family members, fellow believers, friends, neighbors, and 
strangers. 
 



3.  Describe how each of the 10 commandments that relate to 
other people (Deuteronomy 5:16-21 or Exodus 20:12-17) are 
fulfilled when you live out love. 
 
4.  As you read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 1 John 3:16-24 or any of 
the other passages that support this message in living out love, 
what areas have you been convicted of the need to work on?  
Who in your life would hold you accountable for growth in this 
discipline? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  Focus On Faith 
 
 
 

 
 


