
 Accommodation & Modification in a Proficiency-based System 
 
Proficiency-based learning includes a suite of practices that are essential for supporting personalization 
and addressing equity. Such a system maximizes the opportunity for each individual to engage in 
diverse learning experiences in varied settings with a wide range of tools and supports along the way. 
Personalized learning is not the same as individualized learning (see link). Creating an environment 
that personalizes learning for all students is precisely what we aspire to have in place for all students. 
This inclusive setting promotes focused attention on student needs and unique talents, supports the 
development of learning strategies, provides meaningful choices about learning, and leads to 
assessments and feedback designed to determine individual student progress toward goals. This kind of 
environment fosters meaningful opportunities for students to demonstrate progress toward 
proficiencies. 
Proficiency-based learning challenges educators to think of teaching and learning in new ways.  
 
Consider how these following practices—which apply to all students—can support the successful learning 
of students with disabilities: 
 

Universal Practices (Tier 1 in MTSS) 

Providing multiple means to learn and demonstrate proficiency, when appropriate based upon student 
choice and strengths 

Giving students multiple opportunities to improve their work when they struggle 

Focusing on achievement by offering additional opportunities to demonstrate learning without penalty 

Sharing advance notice of learning targets and what is expected to demonstrate proficiency 

Using regular formative assessment to measure learning progress and provide feedback about next 
steps in learning 

Assessing and supporting the development of habits of work, including class behaviors, attitudes, and 
participation apart from academic achievement 

Encouraging opportunities to learn outside of the classroom and the school 

Having opportunities to work and learn in groups 

Fostering partnerships and co-teaching with other educators 

 
These opportunities are increased when students with disabilities learn primarily in a regular classroom. 
The proficiency-based classroom also enhances our school’s Multi-tiered Systems of Support (MTSS). 
Formative and summative assessment data inform MTSS teams’ decisions about practice and timely 
interventions. 
 
As we implement proficiency-based graduation requirements, local policy concerning special education 
must remain in compliance with both state and federal requirements. In a proficiency system, the IEP 
will detail the individual allowances under federal law. Although it is generally not allowable to modify 
a graduation proficiency requirement, there is more flexibility in modification of performance indicators 
and their aligned learning targets. The IEP will outline the accommodations and modifications that are 
intended to lead to a student’s demonstration of the district’s graduation proficiencies. The continuous 
monitoring of learning progress should inform the design of supports and interventions before students 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-4C6oOMoQ36MWZfbndjY3R1c28/view?usp=sharing


fall too far behind. In a proficiency classroom, students will be provided with multiple opportunities to 
demonstrate their learning—with appropriate supports and a variety of pathways— until proficiency is 
achieved, allowing for flexible pacing and fostering encouragement and persistence. 
 
The following strategies can be used in practice to best support students needing accommodations or 
modifications that go beyond the universal practices (Tier 2 and 3 in MTSS): 
 

Strategy:  Accommodate a student by...  Grading/Reporting Practice (in PowerSchool) 

...reducing the number of assessments.  Leave the other assessment scores blank and these 
assessments will not show up or hurt the student’s 
overall proficiency score. 

...changing the modality of assessment.  Using the same scale or criteria, note the modality 
accommodation on the score with a comment by 
double clicking on the score. 

Strategy: Modify the rigor of a target by...  Grading/Reporting Practice (in PowerSchool) 

...adjusting the rigor of a target through comment.  Add a comment to the score by double clicking on 
the score and noting the rigor adjustment.  

...adjusting the rigor of a target through alternate 
target. 

Create a new learning target from the performance 
indicator for a lower instruction level. Make sure this 
target is aligned to the assessment. 

...adjusting the rigor of a target through “Final 
Score.” 

From the grading key pad, use the asterisk when 
directed through an IEP Team decision..  

 
 
Adapted in part from Great Schools Partnership,  http://greatschoolspartnership.org/proficiency-based-learning/planning-guide/ensuring-success-students-disabilities/ 


