
 ARSU Proficiency-Based Learning Common Language  
 

“Getting Started, Making Progress, Proficient, Going Beyond” 
 

Proficiencies Includes explicit, measurable, learning objectives based on standards and measure a learner’s knowledge and skill 
demonstrated in a consistent manner, in various settings over time; also referred to as competencies. Students will 
not see these as part of a lesson, but need to be accessible if more clarification is needed. 

Performance Indicators A description or definition of what learners need to know, understand, and/or be able to do to demonstrate 
proficiency related to standards. These are measurable and allow learners to demonstrate proficiency over time. 
These are the standards that show mastery of a proficiency. These should be clear and simple. The expectation is 
that they will be read by students as part of their lessons. 

Learning Targets/Scales Identification of the goals for a lesson and are framed from a learner’s perspective. They clarify what to learn, 
how deeply to learn it, and how to demonstrate evidence of new learning. They represent a subcomponent of a 
performance indicator. Scales are rubrics that are meant to guide learning as well as assess achievement. A 
scale shows the continuum of learning. It allows for specific feedback and the development of activities, practice, 
and assessments at a variety of levels. “I Can” language allows students to see learning as a progression.  

Transferable Skills A broad set of knowledge, skills, and abilities that are believed to be critically important to success in today’s world, 
particularly in collegiate programs and modern careers. They include communication, collaboration, creativity, 
innovation, inquiry, problem solving, and the use of technology. These are proficiencies, with Proficiency 
Indicators, that are applicable to all content areas. 

Formative Assessment The monitoring of progress, providing ongoing feedback, used to modify instruction to meet the needs of learners. 
Since the goal of the assessment is to improve learning during the learning process, these assessments are not 
included in a student’s overall grade.   

Summative Assessment An assessment that is used to evaluate the degree of learning, skill acquisition, and academic achievement at the 
conclusion of a defined instructional period—typically at the end of a project, unit, course, semester, program, or 
school year. The assessment results are reported and are evaluative, rather than diagnostic.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


