
1

College, Career, and Life Readiness

Prepare your students for postsecondary success, work 

readiness, and social-emotional health

Wes.Gentry@act.org Mississippi

Renee.Hartley@act.org Louisiana

Julie.Sanders@act.org Arkansas

mailto:Wes.Gentry@act.org
mailto:Renee.Hartley@act.org
mailto:Julie.Sanders@act.org
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OUR MISSION: 

Helping people achieve education and 

workplace success.

Who we serve:

Each year, ACT reaches millions of individuals, institutions, and employers in all 50 states 

and in more than 130 countries.
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Readiness as a definition isn’t helpful to anyone without a way to 

measure and use it to make decisions.
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How do I know if my 

students are going to be 

ready for college?



ACT College 

Readiness 

Benchmarks

• The minimum ACT scores needed for a high probability of success in college courses. 

• They offer a concise, reliable, insightful, strategic resource for articulating 

postsecondary expectations.  

• The Benchmarks are empirically derived and based on the actual performance of 

students in college. 

Represent the level of achievement required for students to have a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher 

or about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in corresponding credit-bearing first-year college courses



The Reality of Meeting the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

Meeting all 4 benchmarks compared to none will:

• Increase college enrollments by 21%

• Increase college retention by 16–17%, depending on the 
type of institution attended

• Increase college graduation (bachelor’s degree) by 26%

Data from Radunzel and Noble, 2012 Tracking 2003 ACT-tested Graduates: College Readiness, Enrollment and Long-Term Success
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What ACT tools can be 

used to help improve 

college readiness?
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Multiple-choice paper assessment that 
covers the skills tested on The ACT 

Shorter in length than the ACT

Provides actionable insights for 
students, parents, and educators

Flexible test administration dates

Rapid reporting means earlier and more 
effective intervention and planning

Student level Item Responses, correct 
answers, and test booklet

• The most comprehensive repository of 
free educational resources, all in one 
place

• FREE access to educational videos, 
games, activities, quizzes, lesson 
plans, and assignments

• Matches content to each students’ 
needs, providing remediation and 
mastery of subject areas 

• The best instructional content from top 
providers:
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• A personalized learning path to 
prepare for the ACT

• A short-form ACT test to get started

• Tools to track your progress

• Daily goals to help you stay on target

• Full-length practice tests to simulate 
the actual exam

• A free mobile app

• A student success tool that identifies 
knowledge and skill gaps in math and 
English 

• Creates a personalized learning path that 
empowers students to address their 
individual academic needs.

• Learners can avoid—or dramatically reduce 
the need for traditional remediation through 
non-credit developmental courses, saving 
time and money



Helping students become comfortable with 

and prepared for college readiness testing

• Students are unfamiliar with the test experience

• Unable to predict future success on the ACT

• Need actionable ways of improvement in preparation for 
the ACT
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Challenge

 Fast reporting results provide actionable ways to improve in 

preparation for the ACT

 Flexible administration helps your sophomores become 
familiar with the ACT test experience

 PreACT predicts ACT Composite ScorePreACT



What are the benefits of 

using PreACT as part of 

your system?



PreACT Benefits

Early practice for taking the ACT test 

Predicted ACT Score, Item Analysis, and Test Booklets

Provides early post secondary access to sophomores

Students may opt to share their information with colleges and scholarship

agencies

Quick access to individual student data and patterns

Interest Inventory helps understand if student’s interests and career goals are 

aligned with their academic performance

Enables counselors with tools to have informed conversations about academics, 

interests, college, and career choices



Student 

Report

Student 

Report
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PreACT 

Student 

Report 

Insights

Composite Scores

Composite scores and subject test scores 

tell you and your students which subjects 

need more focus before graduation.

Predicted ACT Scores

PreACT scores can be used to predict how 

well students are likely to perform on the 

ACT test. These can help determine if 

there are subject areas requiring more 

focus to improve skills and scores.  

Detailed Results

This score shows the percent and number 

of points earned out of the total number of 

points possible on the skills tested within 

each subject.  

National Norms
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PreACT 

Student 

Report 

Insights

Item responses and how to 

make progress

Students receive an item analysis report. 

Here they can view each question, know 

the correct answer, and identify which 

items they answered incorrectly. The 

report also gives them ideas for progress 

to improve scores.

Educator Item response 

summary

Identify how your students answered 

each item: right, wrong, or did not answer

Which specific areas can 

my students improve?

Based on certain items, understand the 

content areas where you can improve 

curriculum before the ACT test to boost 

students’ college readiness



PreACT 

Interest 

Inventory
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Educator Reports 

• Educator Reports Package

• Early Intervention Roster
• Educational Plans

• Career Interests

• Needs for Assistance

• Coursework Plans

• Item Response Summary Report

• Student List Report
• Scores/Predicted ACT Ranges

• Majors/Careers



Built in 

Intervention
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Instructional Tool for Blended Learning and

ACT Test Prep
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All your favorite publishers!

Plus thousands more!



ACT 

Academy
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Personalized, self-guided plan based on their test results from the PreACT, ACT, or 
official ACT practice tests available directly on ACT Academy. 

Students will also be able to take a full-length ACT test

Access to educational videos, games, activities, quizzes, lesson plans, and 
assignments

Online and easy to use with the flexibility on how and when they prepare for 
the ACT

Tips and Strategies for taking the ACT exam 

Blended classroom environment for educators

Robust classroom reporting that pinpoints areas of need across groups. 



ACT 

Academy

Student 

Dashboard
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ACT 

Academy

Prep Based 

on Test 

ResultsPage XX
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ACT 

Academy

Recommended 

Content

Page XX



Teacher View

Blended 

Classroom 

Environment
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Results 

reported 

instantly

As students 

complete 

assignments and 

quizzes you will 

receive scores back 

automatically in a 

mastery chart 



Classroom 

Detailed 

Reports
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Detailed class reports

Get a closer look at how your class 

performed on the homework and 

quizzes you assign. 

Students 

Assigned

See students 

included on the 

assignment
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• Structured, comprehensive, ACT prep course.
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Student Dashboard

Track to test day

Daily goals

Completion rate

Rankings 

Predicted Scores
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Learning Plans

• Can choose between Structured and 

Adaptive plans

• Both take into consideration the test 

date 

• Adaptive relies on a diagnostic test to 

target areas that need improvement first

• Students identify their level of 

confidence on each topic





 Two full-length practice tests
• Predicted ACT composite and subject 

scores

 Four short forms
• One short form for each subject English, 

math, reading and science 

• Predicted subject score range 
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Questions for Reflection

 Do you want effective test prep, that mirrors the ACT testing experience for 

your students? 

 Would you like to know if your students are on track to meet the ACT 

college and career readiness benchmarks as early as sophomore year?

 Would you like to have a built-in career exploration tool that can start early 

conversations about a student’s future?

 Would you like reports that can provide individual student interventions, as 

well as instructional and curriculum improvement tools?



Make Your Students Unstoppable



Facts 50%+
of students entering 2-year 

colleges are placed in 
remedial classes

~20%
of students entering 4-year 

colleges need remedial 
classes
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Nearly half of all high school graduates must 

take remedial math or English before they can 

take college courses for credit and, 

unfortunately, as few as only one in five of these 

learners will successfully graduate with a 

college degree.
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In a nutshell:

• This is a student success and learning tool. 

• Step 1: Inventory/diagnose math and English skills

• Step 2: Follow a personalized study path to readiness

Goals:

• Goal 1: student is prepared for college-level coursework for math 
and English prior to registration

• Goal 2: increases students chances to succeed and accelerates 
their pathway to degree/certification completion 
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Diagnostic Messaging
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Admin

experience

Administrator Overview 

screen

43



44



45



Admin

experience

Administrator Student 

Data Topic Detail 

screen: viewing 

students’ performance 

by topic.
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Questions for Reflection

 Would you like to know if your students are on track to meet the 

ACT college and career readiness benchmarks?

 Would you like reports that can provide individual student 

interventions, as well as instructional and curriculum improvement 

tools?

 Would you like to build a college and career culture for all students?
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What is District Testing(DT)?

Your district can offer an “official” test administration of the ACT during 
regular school hours IN ADDITION TO THE STATE CONTRACT TEST 
DATE? 

Possible Scenarios:

• Sophomore year either Fall or Spring

• Junior year Fall testing 

• Retest Seniors during the Fall or Spring 
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ACT District Testing 2019 – 2020 School Year
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Resources for ELL Educators
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ACT District Testing Tiered Pricing 2019 – 2020 School Year

• NEW!: Option to lock-in 
three year pricing with a 
three year contact

Enrollment form snapshot:
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How do I know if my 

students are ready for work 

and a career?
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ACT WorkKeys National Career Readiness Certificate



57



58

ACT WorkKeys

NCRC
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ACT 

WorkKeys

System



WorkKeys 

Curriculum

Helps prepare students for the ACT WorkKeys 

Assessments, NCRC
®

The ACT WorkKeys Curriculum is the ONLY curriculum 

built from the ground up to align with the recently 

updated WorkKeys NCRC Assessments. 
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Provides an engaging and empowering user experience and is 

responsive on all mobile devices
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Questions for Reflection

 Do you want to prepare your students for the world of work—

whether they are college bound or not? 

 Would you like to help students match their interests to job skills?

 Would you like to have a proven tool for helping students acquire 

the skills critical to workplace success?

 Would you like your student to have a work-ready credential?

 Is career readiness a part of your mission?
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How do I know if my 

students have the social-

emotional skills to be 

successful in life?
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Consider 

Your 

Larger SEL 

Goals and 

Intended 

Outcomes 



What are the benefits of 

using ACT Tessera as part 

of your system?
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The Tessera

System
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ACT
®

Tessera
™

Social 

and Emotional Learning 

Assessment System

Leadership

Teamwork

Resilience

Curiosity

Grit

 Grades 6-8(MS) & 9-12(HS)

 Five Constructs + School Climate

 3 Item Types

 Online, easy administration

 Rapid Reports for schools, 

teachers, students

 Teacher Playbook with 

interventions for student growth
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Self-Report Items
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Situational Judgment Test Item
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Forced

Choice Item



Sample 

Report
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Teacher

Playbook

• Online, interactive delivery
• Administrators/teachers receive login credentials

• Ease of use and ability to connect with other teachers 
through the Playbook resources

• All five constructs included

• Units, lessons, activities, rubrics, knowledge quizzes

• ACT Academy resources included 
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Sample Activity
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ACT Academy
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All of us dream of creating environments where the 

minds and spirits of children can thrive.  Now it is 

our responsibility to make it happen.  That is the 

calling of education and the urgent task of our time.
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Questions for Reflection

 Do you believe that SEL is important to your school or district mission? 

 Do you have a holistic plan to deal with academics as well as SEL?

 Would SEL training help educators with classroom management?

 What would you give to get an11-percentile-point gain in academic 
achievement?
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It’s not just about improving 

scores.

It’s about improving 

systems.
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Mission

What is the mission of our school or district?

Goals

What goals do we have in place to support the mission?

Systems

What systems are in place to support our college and career readiness goals?



Questions?

Renee’ Hartley                          Wes Gentry                                   Julie Sanders

Louisiana                Mississippi                                     Arkansas 

Renee.Hartley@act.org Wes.Gentry@act.org Julie.Sanders@act.org

Do you have the systems in place to help you 

meet your college, career, and life readiness 

goals?

mailto:Renee.Hartley@act.org
mailto:Wes.Gentry@act.org
mailto:Julie.Sanders@act.org
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Thank You!


